
Mass and Service Times and Intentions 
  
Saturday  1st October 5.30pm Vigil Mass: Francis Reid McAlroy 

Monday 3rd October 10.00am Mass:  Jim Iveson 

Tuesday 4th October 11.30am St Benet Biscop School Mass 

Thursday 6th October 10.00am Word and Communion Service 

Friday  7th October 9.20am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

    10.00am Mass:  Robert and Mary Keddy 

Saturday  8th October 5.30pm Vigil Mass:  John Bradley 

Please pray for: 

 all who are sick; and all who have died recently. 
 

 Students and Teachers; the spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the fruits of human 
work and the reverent use of creation; Justice and Peace in the world; all victims of 
war; young people; prisoners and their families. 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for October 

 

General Intentions:  Journalists … That journalists, in carrying out their work, may al-
ways be motivated by respect for truth and a strong sense of ethics. 
 

Missionary Intention:  World Mission Day … That World Mission Day may renew within 
all Christian communities the joy of the Gospel and the responsibility to announce it. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday 9.20am to 9.50 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.00pm - 5.15 pm 

Vocation Discernment 
For those thinking about Priesthood (aged 16 and over), the diocese has arranged some 
Evenings of Prayer and Reflection with an opportunity to listen to speakers talk about 
their own discernment, faith journeys and vocations.   A meal will follow these evenings 
of prayer and reflection.  Further details are available from the Diocesan Vocations Pro-
moter: Fr David Smith 0191 2676063 | stjohnvianneywestdenton@gmail.com   Meetings 
to be held on 19 October 2016, 23 November, 21 December 2016, 25 January, 22 Febru-
ary, 22 March, 3 May, 24 May and 21 June 2017 at St Mary’s Cathedral from 6.30pm - 
8.30pm.  
 
Pope John Paul II Award:   
Registration is now open for the Pope John Paul II Award.  The Award is for 
young people aged between 16 and 18.  Further details can be found at 
www.thepopejohnpauliiaward.com  Registration forms can be downloaded 
from the YMT website (www.ymt.org/#jp2award). For further information if 
you wish to take part please contact Joe Gallagher or Fr Peter. 
 
Fundraising for the Christians of the Holy Land 
St Robert’s Parish are holding a Dinner in St Robert’s School Hall on Saturday 12th No-
vember, c7.30pm.  All the proceeds will go to help support Christians in the Holy Land – 
Palestine, Jordan and Syria.  Tickets will be on sale after Masses at St Robert’s from 9th 
October onwards and can be reserved in advance by contacting Ken Wilson or Matt 
Boyle, or email the Parish Office ... morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk   As usual 
the tickets are £15 per person and we hope to have an excellent social night. 
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In the face of the seemingly impossible de-
mands of discipleship, it is easy for our faith 
to falter. This is probably how the apostles 
feel when they approach Jesus and make the 
plea, “Increase our faith!” Now if we were 
hearing this story for the first time, how would 
we expect Jesus to respond? We’d expect Je-
sus to work a miracle of course. A miracle 
would certainly have increased the faith of 
those who could have witnessed it first hand, 
but would it have had the same impact for the 
rest of us? Jesus refrains from working a miracle to increase the faith of his 
apostles, instead he gives a piece of wisdom which is as inspirational and as 
motivational for us today as it must have been all those years ago. 
 
Jesus tells us that if we only have faith the size of a tiny mustard seed we have 
enough. In other words, faith is so powerful that we don’t need very much of it 
to do great things. This is good news for all of us who have long felt our faith is 
flagging. Suddenly the challenge is not to strengthen or develop our faith, but 
to have faith in the little faith we’ve already got. 
 

So how can we use our mustard seed of faith to do 
great things? Jesus tells us that all we have to do is 
take our mustard seed of faith and act. We should 
stop worrying about how little or how much faith we 
have, and got on with God’s work. Like the tireless 
servant who comes in from the field and prepares his 
masters’ evening meal before his own, so we must 
live our lives faithful to Jesus’ teachings. When we live 
our lives faithful to God how can we fail to see re-
sults, and once we begin to see results how can our 
seeds of faith fail to grow? 
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Tea and Coffee … is served after Mass every Saturday evening. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Collections:  11/09/16—£356.53; 18/09/16—£174.31; 25/09/16-£261.77;  Thank You. 
 

Special Collection for CAFOD  
CAFOD Family Fast Day will be marked on Friday 7th October and there will be a Special 
Collection next Saturday at the Vigil Mass.  CAFOD Envelopes are available today at the 
back of Church  
 

Annual Mass Count 
During the month of October, we are asked to take the ‘Annual Mass Count’ so we will 
count and record the number of people at Saturday evening Mass throughout the month.  
These  figures will then be submitted at the end of the year with the Annual Statistics. 
 

GIFT AID  - Helping the Parish 
If you are a UK taxpayer, the Parish can claim back from the Inland Revenue 25p of every 
£1 you give, at no cost or inconvenience to you. Setting up a Gift Aid arrangement helps 
St Bede’s  to increase its income, which is much needed for the upkeep of the church and 
the parish. For further information contact the Parish Office. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
We have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every Friday morning before the 
10am Mass, from 9.20am.  It is a wonderful opportunity for half an hour of quiet 
prayer.  Why not come along and experience the quietness of God’s presence. 
 

Youth Sunday Preparation 
An afternoon to prepare for Youth Sunday will take place at St Joseph’s School, Hebburn 
on Sunday 9th October, 3.00pm - 5.15pm. This year’s Youth Sunday, which falls on the 
Feast of Christ the King in November, is also the Closing of the Year of Mercy. A variety of 
resources will be available to explore the theme ‘HE IS MERCY’. All adults and young peo-
ple (year 9 and above) are invited—please let Fr Peter know if you would like to go along. 
Further details are available from the Youth Ministry Team on  01207 592244 or email: 
admin@ymt.org  
 

Getting Involved in Parish Life 
What can you offer to your parish?  Is there something not happening in the parish that 
you would like to see, or indeed like to lead?  Are there ways you might be actively in-
volved in the life of our parish?  You might have skills yet unseen in our parish!!  Whatever 
way you think you can be involved, whether in one of the parish ministries or if you think 
you are able to do something that would benefit the parish, please speak to Fr Peter. 
 
Day of Recollection 
A Day for Extraordinary Ministers is being held at Minsteracres next Saturday 8th October.  
If anyone hasn’t yet booked and wishes to go, please contact St Mary’s Hexham on 
email@stmaryshexham.plus.com or  01434 603119.  Coffee and tea will be served from 
10am, the day starts at 10.30am.    
 
Year of Mercy Talk 
A Talk for the Year of Mercy, “Visit the Sick” given by Dr Kathryn Mannix, Consultant in 
Palliative Care, will be held on Thursday 20th October at 7.00pm at St. John Vianney 
Church, Hillhead Parkway, West Denton, Newcastle upon Tyne.  For further information 
please contact the  Department for Spirituality, Telephone 0191 243 3302 or email  spirit-
uality@diocesehn.org.uk 
 
First Confession and Holy Communion Preparation 
This will begin soon and more information will be given through the school and in this 
newsletter in the next few weeks. 
 

Forward Together in Hope 
Many thanks to those who turned up to discuss the Parish Response 
to the latest part of Forward Together in Hope.  It was encouraging 
to see almost forty people present on Wednesday evening.  The 
majority of those present felt that the best partnership for St Bede’s was with Morpeth 
and Longhorsley parishes, but there were others who also thought that a partnership with 
Blyth and Ashington was another option.  As we have to include a first and second prefer-
ence in our report in November, both will be submitted.  It is important to note that these 
are only suggestions to help in the discussions and that others with wider views of local 
needs and availability of clergy will make the ultimate decision.  Many thanks to John 
O’Neill for his help and to Tony Hart our FTiH rep who has worked on this for over two 
years. 
 
Vicariate Meeting 
The next stage of FTiH happens on Thursday 6th October, when the Diocesan Forward 
Together in Hope Team are holding a meeting for all the parishes in our Vicariate of 
Northumberland to discuss the next part of how we plan the way forward in our parishes.  
The meeting is to be held at St Benet Biscop Academy from 7pm.  There is an open invita-
tion to everyone to attend.   
 
Website Information on FTiH 
Our Parish website has links to all the updates from the Diocese about FTiH.  It might help 
you if you have a look before the meetings. 
 
Celebrate North East  
Celebrate North East is a non-residential, Catholic Charismatic Weekend Conference, be-
ing held on 5th and 6th November at St Joseph’s Academy, Hebburn, and will include 
catholic teaching, workshops, lively praise and worship, opportunities for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation and haling prayer and Mass.  Bookings forms available now and also on 
www.celebrateconference.org. or contact Gerry Nelson on 0191 252 1958 or Email: north-
east@celebrateconference.org 
 
Sacrament of Confirmation Preparation 
Please pray for all the young people from our local parishes who are preparing for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.   There are about 25 meeting every week and Bishop Seamus 
will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation for them at the beginning of December at St 
Robert’s Church. 
 
Going Into Hospital ... 
In light of strict data protection rules it is essential that on entering hospital you indicate 
that your details or those of your relative are to be passed to the Roman Catholic Chap-
lain. Also state that you or your relative would like the Roman Catholic Chaplain to visit 
you. Chaplains visit the wards during the week and the local priests of Ashington, Blyth 
and Morpeth provide an on-call service in case of emergency. 
 
Preparing for Baptism 
For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must be a baptised Catholic. Mass on 
a Saturday Evening or a Sunday is expected. One of the godparents is also expected to be 
a practising Catholic. We ask parents also to attend the Baptism Preparation meeting. Any 
parents wishing to attend should speak to Fr Peter. After the Baptism Preparation, the 
parents should speak once again to Fr Peter and make arrangements for an appointment 
to fix a date for a Baptism.   The next Preparation Meeting will be held at St Bede's 
Church on 6th October at 6.30pm.   
 
Charity Concert at St Mary’s Cathedral:  Saturday 22nd October at 7.00pm. Hosted by 
Paul Mooney.  For tickets please contact Mick McCabe on 07969107791 – tickets £10. 
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