
Mass and Service Times and Intentions … For two Weeks 
  
 
Saturday  13th August 6.30pm Vigil Mass:  Simpson & O’Neil Families 

Monday      15th August 10.00am Molly, Owen and Patrick Ruddy 

Friday       19th August  9.15am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

    10.00am Nellie and James Doherty 

Saturday  20th August 6.30pm Vigil Mass: John & Catherine McGinn 

Please pray for: 

 all who are sick; all who have died recently including, and all whose anni-
versaries occur at this time. 

 A Deeper Understanding between Christians and Jews; those who suffer 
Persecution, Oppression, and Denial of Human Rights; Europe: Human 
Life; Seafarers 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for August 

Universal: Sports: That sports may be an opportunity for friendly encounters 
between peoples and may contribute to peace in the world. 

Evangelization: Living the Gospel: That Christians may live the Gospel, giving 
witness to faith, honesty, and love of neighbour. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday 9.20am to 9.50 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.50pm - 6.15 pm 

Preparing for Baptism 
For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must be a 
baptised Catholic. Mass on a Saturday Evening or a Sunday is 
expected. One of the godparents is also expected to be a prac-
tising Catholic. We ask parents also to attend the Baptism Prep-
aration meeting. Any parents wishing to attend should speak to 
Fr Peter. After the Baptism Course, the parents should speak 
once again to Fr Peter and make arrangements for an appoint-
ment to fix a date for a Baptism.   The next Preparation Meeting will be held 
at St Robert’s Church on 22nd September. 
 
Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies (CCRS) 2016-2017 
The CCRS is managed and awarded by the Board of Religious Studies on be-
half of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. This programme is for 
catechists, lay leaders and other adults wishing to deepen their understanding 
of the Catholic faith and Catholic education, serving teachers in Catholic and 
other schools and teachers in training preparing to take up posts in Catholic 
schools. The CCRS course programme is now available for 2016-2017 can be 
accessed at www.edurcdhn.org.uk/courses/courses_ccrs.php   

The Assumption of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday 13th August 2016 
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When we are at our lowest ebb we 
might ask for God’s help, but few of 
us would consider completely put-
ting our trust in God or expecting 
any fulfilment in return.  
 
It’s exactly this that makes the 
Blessed Virgin Mary so special. 
Mary’s trust in God and her lifelong 
fidelity have made her the model 
disciple.  
 
Mary presents to us the key to life’s 
challenges when she says, “…He 
has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. He has 
brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away empty….”  
 
Mary addresses two driving forces that come up again and again 
in our lives and our society; self-interest and the use of power to 
get our own way.  

http://www.edurcdhn.org.uk/courses/courses_ccrs.php


Collections: Saturday 6th August: £215.42.  Thank You. 
 
APF Mission Boxes:  Many thanks to everyone who has a Mission Box.  We 
have just been able to bank another £457.00.  
 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
TODAY we celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the feast trans-
ferred from Monday. 
 
Tea and Coffee … is served after Mass every Saturday evening in the Church 
Hall. Everyone is welcome.  There is usually some wonderful cake as well!! 
 
New Vigil Mass Time 
On the first weekend of September, Saturday 3rd September, 
the Vigil Mass time will change to 5.30pm.  The Parish Web-
site already informs visitors of this and this newsletter will re-
mind people.  We will also have the noticeboard altered to dis-
play the new Vigil Mass time.  Confession will also change to 5.00pm—5.15pm, 
and on request. 
 
Gift Aid Scheme Letters 
Letters are available TODAY in the Narthex for all who are members of the Dioc-
esan Gift Aid Scheme.  Please check for your letter and take it home. 
 
Thanks 
Many thanks to everyone who welcomed our visiting priests over the last few 
weeks, and especially those who looked after Fr Geoffrey and Fr Austin from 
Douai Abbey last week.  They were very appreciative of everything that was 
done to prepare for them staying here and to those who prepared cakes and 
meals for them during their stay.  Your welcome and hospitality is greatly appre-
ciated 
 
Singing at Mass 
You will have noticed that we don’t have any proper regular Music at 
Mass on a Saturday evening, and yet when we sing unaccompanied 
we seem to do quite well!  Even last week Fr Austin commented on 
the quality of the singing!  The “music machine” doesn't always work 
too well, sometimes its too high, too low, too fast or too slow, so we will continue 
without accompaniment, apart from those times when we have a visiting organist 
attending Vigil Mass and who offers to play when present. 
 
Forward Together in Hope 
Several weeks ago we distributed the latest Forward Together in Hope leaflet, 
and you were invited to complete and return the tear off section on the leaflet.  
So far we have received no more than five returns, including one which was sent 
directly to Bishop Seamus, and which has been forwarded to us by Fr O’Keefe.  

Please think about completing this questionnaire as we 
will have to have a Parish Meeting sometime soon to dis-
cuss “the future” and how our parishes work together and 
celebrate Mass and the Sacraments with fewer priests! 

Getting Involved in Parish Life 
What can you offer to your parish?  Is there something 
not happening in the parish that you would like to see, or 
indeed like to lead?  Are there ways you might be active-
ly involved in the life of our parish?  You might have 
skills yet unseen in our parish!!  Whatever way you think 
you can be involved, whether in one of the parish minis-
tries or if you think you are able to do something that would benefit the parish, 
please speak to Fr Peter. 
 
Going into Hospital?  
Please remember that if you are going into Hospital, and you want the Chaplain 
for Confession, Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Sick, it is your re-
sponsibility to ask for the Chaplain to visit.  You must ask the staff for the Chap-
lain as he does not have access to who the Catholic patients are. 
 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
Bishop Seamus will be visiting St Robert’s on Monday 5

th
 December to cele-

brate the Sacrament of Confirmation.   We will begin preparation on Sunday 
11

th
 September at 7pm in the Parish Hall at ST Robert’s.  The preparation will 

be led by our Life Teen co-ordinator, Cody, and we invite other Catechists to be 
involved.   Young People in Year 9 and above in September who wish to be 
confirmed should collect a form from Fr. Peter.  
 
Praying for Vocations 
It is important for us to pray for vocations and also to encourage our young men 
to consider life as a priest.  Priests are not just plucked from the sky or even 
from another country!!  They need to be prayed for and nurtured from our own 
families and parish communities.  Is there anyone in your family you could en-
courage to became a priest?   We all want Priests but are we willing to encour-
age our own sons or grandson to consider their vocation as a priest? 
 
Vocation Discernment 
For those thinking about Priesthood (aged 16 and over), the diocese has ar-
ranged some Evenings of Prayer and Reflection with an opportunity to listen to 
speakers talk about their own discernment, faith journeys and vocations.  
These will be held on Wednesday 21 September, 19 October 2016, 23 Novem-
ber, 21 December 2016, 25 January, 22 February, 22 March, 3 May, 24 May 
and 21 June 2017 at St Mary’s Cathedral from 6.30pm - 8.30pm.  A meal will 
follow these evenings of prayer and reflection.  Further details are available 
from the Diocesan Vocations Promoter: Fr David Smith 0191 2676063 | stjohn-
vianneywestdenton@gmail.com  
 
Flame 2017 
We have to know by September how many young people from the parish wish 
to go on the local coach to the catholic youth event, Flame 2017 at Wembley 
Arena in London in March.  Would those interested please let Fr Peter know as 
soon as possible.  Easiest way to confirm your wish to go is to send him an 
email.  St Benet Biscop School are also taking names. 
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