
Mass and Service Times and Intentions 
  
Saturday  3rd Sept. 5.30pm Vigil Mass: Billy and Christopher Wilkes 

Monday 5th Sept. 10.00am Dcd Mbrs Cairns Family 

Tuesday 6th Sept. 10.00am Word and Communion Service 

Thursday 8th Sept. 10.00am Word and Communion Service 

Friday  9th Sept. 9.20am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

    10.15am REQUIEM MASS: John Watson 

Saturday  10th Sept. 5.30pm Vigil Mass: Dcd Mbrs Goonan Fam 

Please pray for: 

 all who are sick; all who have died recently including John Watson who died dur-
ing the week and whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Friday 9th Septem-
ber, and all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 Students and Teachers; the spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the fruits of human 
work and the reverent use of creation; Justice and Peace in the world; all victims of 
war; young people; prisoners and their families. 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for September 

Universal: Centrality of the Human Person.  That each may contribute to the common 
good and to the building of a society that places the human person at the centre. 
 

Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize.  That by participating in the Sacraments and med-
itating on Scripture, Christians may become more aware of their mission to evangelize. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday 9.20am to 9.50 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 5.00pm - 5.15 pm 

New Liturgy Courses in the Diocese 
The Diocesan Department for Liturgy have arranged Courses for new Extraordinary Minis-
ters, new Lay Leaders for Celebrations in the absence of a Priest, a Sacristans course and 
a Day of Recollection for Ministers.  Information is available at www.rcdhn.org.uk/
liturgical_formation/liturgical_formation.php.  If anyone is willing to commit themselves 
as new Ministers of Holy Communion or to be Commissioned as Lay Leaders of Holy 
Communion, or wish to go on the Sacristans Course please speak to Fr Peter. 
 
Preparing for Baptism 
For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must be a baptised Catholic. Mass on 
a Saturday Evening or a Sunday is expected. One of the godparents is also expected to 
be a practising Catholic. We ask parents also to attend the Baptism Preparation meeting. 
Any parents wishing to attend should speak to Fr Peter. After the Baptism Preparation, 
the parents should speak once again to Fr Peter and make arrangements for an appoint-
ment to fix a date for a Baptism.   The next Preparation Meeting will be held at St 
Robert’s Church on 22nd September at 7.30pm 
 
CAFOD’s Year Of Mercy Pilgrimage to Holy Island 
This Pilgrimage takes place on Saturday 10th September with the Pilgrimage Walk across 
the Causeway commencing at 12:30pm.   Mass will be celebrated by Fr Chris Hughes in 
St. Mary’s Church at 3pm.  Safe crossing times are between 11:30am & 8:20pm.. 
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Today Jesus gives us a lesson in commitment, and a bit of practical advice. 
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disci-
ple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disci-
ple."  Are we inspired by this advice?  Are we queuing around the block to 
become disciples? Well no, probably not! Even for those of us who have a 
genuine desire to be disciples, these demands seem much too hard. 
 
So how are we supposed to take Jesus’ advice? It’s 
worth remembering that everything we’ve ever 
achieved in life has begun with some kind of com-
mitment. However small a goal, we have first had to 
commit and may even have sacrificed something in 
order to achieve the desired result. For those of us 
who have ever committed to anything, we will al-
ready know that commitment doesn’t just mean an 
involvement, it means laying everything on the line.  
Jesus’ words may seem harsh, but what he is saying 
is that to be his disciple we must first understand 
the magnitude of the commitment that is required, 
and that we must be prepared to be totally single 
minded in our pursuit of results.  
 
Jesus asks us to decide on our brand of discipleship and to go for it. After 
we have made our commitment we mustn’t waver. The very nature of 
commitment means that we are ruling out other choices. If there is a con-
flict of choice to be made between God and worldly gain we have to 
choose God. We of course are not going to turn our backs on our family 
and loved ones, but we are asked to be single minded and unerring in our 
discipleship. 



Collection: Saturday 28th August: £258.27.  Thank You. 
 
Tea and Coffee … is served after Mass every Saturday evening in the Church Hall. Every-
one is welcome.  There is usually some wonderful cake as well!! 
 
Special Collection  
There will be a special collection of the 11th September for the Catholic Education 
Service.  Please use one of your envelopes if you’re in the Gift Aid Scheme.  
 
Services of Word and Communion 
Services of Word and Holy Communion will resume this week on Tuesday and Thursday at 
10am.  Many thanks to those who have agreed to lead these services once again. 
 
Funeral Mass 
Please note that Mass on Friday will be a Requiem mass for John Watson at 10.15am  
 
Mass on Monday 
On Monday 5th September, the staff from St Bede’s School will be joining us for 10am 
Mass as part of their Staff Training Day, and after Mass they are meeting with Fr Peter in 
the Hall to focus on the use of Scripture and its interpretation in a classroom setting. 
 
Forward Together in Hope 
On Thursday 6th October, the Diocesan Forward Together in Hope Team are holding a 
meeting for all the parishes in our Vicariate of Northumberland to discuss the next part of 
how we plan the way forward in our parishes.  The meeting is to be held at St Benet 
Biscop Academy from 7pm (duration approx. 2 hours). There is an open invitation to 

clergy, Forward Together in Hope lay representatives, parish mem-
bers and school representatives. The purpose of the meeting is: To 
provide participants with a brief update on where we are on the 
Forward Together in Hope journey; To present a vision of what new 
partnerships could be like.; To confirm expectations about the next 

stages of the process – and the development of partnership proposals;  To provide the 
opportunity for participants to discuss and clarify any specific issues.  Those who wish to 
attend are asked to complete a Booking available from Fr Peter or Tony Hart and to re-
turn it by 23rd September to the FTiH office in Newcastle.  Form is also available on 
http://hope.rcdhn.org.uk/ 
 
Getting Involved in Parish Life 
What can you offer to your parish?  Is there something not happening in 
the parish that you would like to see, or indeed like to lead?  Are there 
ways you might be actively involved in the life of our parish?  You might 
have skills yet unseen in our parish!!  Whatever way you think you can be 
involved, whether in one of the parish ministries or if you think you are able to do some-
thing that would benefit the parish, please speak to Fr Peter. 
 
Open House 6th Anniversary 
On Tuesday 13th September, Ashington Male Voice Choir will lead a Musical Concert in St 
Bede’s Church.  That date marks six years since Open House first began.  The Choir will 
begin at 6.30pm in the Church and refreshments will be served in the Hall.  Admission to 
this event is FREE but donations towards the refreshments would be appreciated.  All local 
Churches have been informed and everyone is welcome to come along. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
We have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every Friday morning before the 
10am Mass, from 9.20am.  It is a wonderful opportunity for half an hour of quiet 
prayer.  Why not come along and experience the quietness of God’s presence. 

Celebrate North East  
Celebrate North East is a non-residential, Catholic Charismatic Weekend Conference, 
being held on 5th and 6th November at St Joseph’s Academy, Hebburn, and will include 
catholic teaching, workshops, lively praise and worship, opportunities for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation and haling prayer and Mass.  Bookings forms available now and also 
on www.celebrateconference.org. or contact Gerry Nelson on 0191 252 1958 or Email: 
northeast@celebrateconference.org 
 
Diocesan Altar Servers Mass 
Bishop Seamus will be celebrating Mass for all Diocesan Altar Servers on Saturday 15th 
October at 11am at St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle.  All Servers are welcome to attend 
[taking your Alb with you]. parents and parishioners welcome too. Those going should 
complete a Reply Form available from the Sacristy, before 15th September. 
 
Course for Catechists 
The Diocesan Course for Catechists, ‘Catechesis in the Mission of the Church’ begins in 
September.  Its purpose is to support those already involved in catechesis to further 
develop their own faith and understanding and also to offer a structured programme for 
those interested in becoming a catechist.  Each of the modules offers a time of prayer, 
teaching, reflection and also a time for questions.  As well as the 18 modules spread 
over three terms, there will also be offered sessions of preparation for the specific areas 
of catechesis i.e. Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist and a Day of Recollection. A 
booklet with full information and Booking Forms are available from the Parish Office and 
is also on the diocesan website 
 
Sacrament of Confirmation Preparation 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation will begin on Sunday 11th September at 
7pm in the Parish Hall at St Robert’s.  The preparation will be led by the Life Teen co-
ordinator, Cody, and we invite other Catechists to be involved.   Young People in Year 9 
and above in September who wish to be confirmed should collect a form from Fr. Peter.   
The Confirmation Mss will be celebrated at St Robert’s on 5th September for young peo-
ple from both parishes. 
 
Vocation Discernment 
For those thinking about Priesthood (aged 16 and over), the diocese has arranged some 
Evenings of Prayer and Reflection with an opportunity to listen to speakers talk about 
their own discernment, faith journeys and vocations.  The first of these will be held on 
Wednesday 21st September,  A meal will follow these evenings of prayer and reflection.  
Further details are available from the Diocesan Vocations Promoter: Fr David Smith 0191 
2676063 | stjohnvianneywestdenton@gmail.com  

 
Sacred Heart Sisters Vocation weekend 
The Sacred Heart Sisters in Newcastle are holding a vocation discernment 
weekend from 6pm on Friday 30th September to 2pm on Sunday 2nd Octo-
ber at their convent at 216A Wingrove Road, Fenham.  More details are 
available on their website  www.societyofthesacredheartvocations.org.uk or 
from Sr Barbara Sweeney rscj on 0191 2723000 
 
Day of Recollection for Eucharistic Ministers 
A Day of Recollection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will  be held at 
Minsteracres Retreat House on Saturday 8th October 2016, and will be led by Deacon 
Rob Wareing. This Day is for the Parishes in the Northumberland Deaneries and is an 
ideal opportunity for our two deaneries to start working together more closely.  Coffee 
and tea will be served from 10:00am, with the day itself starting at 10.30am.   Those  
who wish to go are asked to contact the Parish Secretary, Judith Chaffey at St Mary’s 
Hexham  01434 603119 or  e-mail email@stmaryshexham.plus.com 
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