
Tea and Coffee 

Tea and Coffee are served after Mass every Satur-

day evening and all are welcome.  The proceeds 

from the tea and coffee are to be donated to a 

charity called “New Hope”, Proceeds are for chil-

dren in Bogota, Colombia and the Janice and Aba-

bio Academy in Bogoso, Ghana. In Bogoso the 

school has 300 children and need funds for a mini 

bus to help the children to travel to school from 

outlying areas.  and sometime soon, we hope to 

be able to have a talk from some of the people 

involved with this charity to explain their work. 

 

Silver Jubilee of St Bede’s Church 

We will be celebrating the Silver Jubilee of our 

Church on Friday 20th October, with a concele-

brated Mass at 7.00pm, followed by some re-

freshments in the Hall.  Bishop Séamus will lead 

our Mass, and we look forward to welcoming 

visiting priests from our neighbouring and Vicariate 

parishes, as well as those who have lived and 

worked here in St Bede’s over the years.   

 

There will be a meeting to discuss the prepara-

tions for the Jubilee on Wednesday 13th Septem-

ber at 7.00pm and all are invited, especially those 

who have previously said that they can give a hand. 

 

Partnership Spirituality Group 

The first meeting of the “Partnership Spirituality 

Group” will be held on Monday 4th September at 

10.30am at St Bede’s Church, Bedlington. 

 

Partnership Development Group Meeting 

The new “Partnership Development Group” will 

next meet on Thursday 14th September at St 

Thomas of Canterbury, Longhorsley at 7.00pm. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

We recently formed a new Parish Pastoral Council 

at St Bede’s and are very grateful to those who 

agreed to become members.  There will be anoth-

er meeting on Thursday 21st September at 7.00pm 

for members to come together.  If anyone has any 

items for discussion on the Agenda, please speak 

to Deacon Stephen or to Fr Peter. 

 

Partnership Finance Group 

The new “Partnership Finance Committee” will 

meet on Thursday 28th September at St Aidan’s, 

Ashington at 7.00pm. 

 

Car Park Problems 

In recent weeks we have had several problems in 

our Car Park, and the police have been called on a 

couple of occasions to deal with people sleeping in 

their car overnight, young people gathering in the 

Car Park during the evening, drinking and possibly 

taking drugs.  In fact, there have been problems for 

quite some time about the use of the car park and 

at times non-parishioners even complaining about 

getting blocked in by parishioners!!  To try to re-

solve this situation, we are looking into putting in a 

gate to stop this behaviour; the gate will be closed 

during the day and night, but open for use when 

necessary for Masses or Services. 

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held 

on Thursday 21st September at St Robert’s Church 

Hall, at 7.30pm.  Any parents wishing to organise a 

Baptism who haven't yet spoken to Fr Peter to 

complete Baptism forms should do so as soon as 

possible please. 

 

Apostleship of the Sea Mass 

You are invited by the Apostleship of the Sea, to 

the celebration of Mass at 12.05pm at St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle on Friday 22nd Septem-

ber.  This Mass will be an opportunity to pray for 

seafarers and the work of the AoS the ports of this 

diocese.  A reception will follow the Mass.  For 

fur ther  i n format ion ,  p le ase  cont act 

salvina@apostleshipofthesea.org.uk. 

 

Pilgrimage to Poland April 2018 

Fr Peter and Fr Chris at St Mary’s, Hexham, are 

arranging a Pilgrimage to Poland for 23rd – 30th 

April 2018.  Full details are on the information 

sheet available: staying in Krakow for five nights 

and Czestochowa for two nights.  A very full pro-

gramme is organised, with a coach included for 

journeys throughout the week of pilgrimage, to-

gether with half board accommodation, en-suite 

facilities in 3* hotels, and return flights from New-

castle with Jet2.  Full information available from Fr 

Peter.  Because this is a joint parish pilgrimage, 

numbers are very limited.  Booking Forms will be 

available soon. 

 

Aid to the Church in Need 

There will be an Appeal at Mass on Saturday 16th 

September from a representative of “Aid to the 

Church in Need”. 

Ordination to the Priesthood 

Nigel Holmes, a former Anglican minister, will be 

ordained a priest by Bishop Séamus at St Aidan's 

Church, Ashington on Tuesday 12th September at 

7.00pm  Nigel is a member of St Aidan's parish, 

where he is an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion, a Lay-Leader of Word and Sacra-

ment and a Lay Minister for funerals.  He has been 

undergoing some training for the priesthood in 

the diocese over a number of years and waiting 

for a dispensation from the Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, so that he can be ordained.  He will reside 

in Ashington but will be a priest in the Brinkburn 

Partnership. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 

On Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th September, 

the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima along with the 

Relics of Ss Francisco and Jacinta will be visiting St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. The event has been 

organised by the World Apostolate of Fatima 

(WAF). Over the weekend there will be time to 

find out more about the work of WAF as well as 

the opportunity to spend time in prayer and to 

venerate the relics.  A concelebrat-

ed Mass will take place at 12noon 

on Saturday 16 September where 

the Statue and Relics will be wel-

comed and the Diocese consecrat-

ed to the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary.   A poster on the notice 

board gives further details. 
 

Vocation Discernment  

For those thinking about or feel they have a voca-

tion  to the Priesthood and who are aged 16 and 

over,   evenings of prayer and reflection are or-

ganised, with an opportunity to listen to speakers, 

talk about their own discernment, faith journeys 

and vocations. Monthly meetings are being held, 

with the next one on Wednesday 20 September 

2017 at St Mary’s Cathedral 6.30pm - 

8.30pm.  Please see poster in the Church porch 

for further details or contact the Diocesan Voca-

tions Promoter: Fr David Smith, on  0191 267 

6063, or e-mail him at stjohnvianneywestden-

ton@gmail.com 

A Joint Newsletter 

The information in the newsletters of St Robert’s 

and St Bede’s is very similar and it has been sug-

gested that it would be good to have one newslet-

ter which gives the information for the two 

churches.  Similarly, it has been suggested that a 

joint newsletter with Longhorsley should be inves-

tigated, making it a newsletter for all three parish-

es.  So we are going to look into how we can 

make this work.  In the light of partnerships and 

working more closely together with our neigh-

bouring parishes, it seems to be a very positive 

move.  We just have to work out the practical 

details of how it can be done. 
 

Parish Finance Committee Meeting 

There will be a meeting of the Parish Finance 

Committee Meeting on Monday 2nd October at 

6.00pm at St Bede’s 
 

 Rosary and Procession 

St Aidans Church at Ashington are holding Rosary 

and Procession in honour of our Lady of Fatima, 

on Sunday 8th October at 4pm.  Everyone wel-

come 
 

Job Vacancies in the Diocese 

Cathedral Outreach Co-ordinator – St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle, full-time, 3 year fixed term 

contract.  

Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator – Durham 

Martyrs, full-time, 3 year fixed term contract. 

Administrator – St Joseph, Stanley, St Patrick, 

Dipton and The Sacred Heart, Byermoor, 10 

hours per week, 12 month fixed term contract.  

Cleaner – St Augustine, Darlington, 14 hours per 

week, 12 month fixed term contract. 

Cleaner – St Anne, Sunderland, 3 hours per 

week, 12 month fixed term contract. 

Youth Ministry Trust – Director of Operations 

Vacancy - to provide overall leadership to all its 

activities at the Emmaus (Youth) Village and 

across the Diocese. 30 hours per week, 2 year 

fixed term contract.    

For further information on any of these vacancies 

please visit our website www.rcdhn.org.uk or 

contact us  0191 243 3301, email hu-

man.resources@diocesehn.org.uk  

Schools Re-open 

   St Bede’s Primary School, Bedlington, Tuesday 5th September 

   St Benet Biscop, Years 7, 8, 9, 11 & 13, Wednesday 6th September 

   St Benet Biscop, Years 10 & 12, Thursday 7th September 
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22nd Sunday of the Lord 

3rd September 2017 

ST BEDE’S 
BEDLINGTON 
Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS  Tel: 01670 823258 

 

Email: bedebedlington@live.co.uk  

Parish Website:  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Peter Stott (01670 513410 … peterjstott@aol.com) 
 

Parish Deacon:  Rev Stephen Boulter 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for September 2017 
 

Evangelisation: Parishes at the service of the mission … that our parishes, ani-

mated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and chari-

ty seen. 
 

Offertory:  Thank You for your generosity:  £274.50 

Mass and Service Times and Intentions 

Saturday 2nd September  5.30pm Vigil Mass  John & Catherine McGinn 22nd Sunday of the Year 

Monday 4th September  10.00am Mass No Intention The Translation of St Cuthbert 

Tuesday 5th September 10.00am                      St Teresa of Calcutta Word and Communion Service  

Wednesday 6th Sept. 10.00am  Mass No Intention Weekday 

Thursday 7th September 10.00am                      Weekday Word and Communion Service 

Friday 8th September The Birthday of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

10.00am Mass              No Intention 

Saturday 9th September  5.30pm Vigil Mass People of Parish 23rd Sunday of the Year 

Please pray for: 
 

 Fr Michael Conaty, Fr Anthony Donoghue, Fr Jim Doherty who are all poor-

ly at this time, and for all who are sick, 

 Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor and all who have died 

 all whose anniversaries occur at this time.   

There will be a special collection at Mass next weekend for Education Sunday.  If you 

wish to gift aid your donation please use the named envelope in your Planned Giving box. 

 Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 

suffering and death at the hands of the elders, chief priests and scribes.  Peter took 

Jesus aside, “This must never happen to you,” he said.  Surely Peter only had Jesus’ 
best interests at heart.  Imagine how mortified he must have felt to hear Jesus reply, 

“Get behind me Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 
What kind of deal is it to get everything you want in life 

but lose your soul?  So often when we finally get what 
we want in life, the euphoria is short lived.  We might 

feel elated for a few days at achieving one of our closest 
held ambitions, but then we are left with that hollow, 

‘what next?’ kind of feeling.  Today Jesus is talking about 
the necessity for suffering and dying.  But why does Jesus 

see accepting the cross as a necessity?  Why does he 

not stop to consider the alternative that Peter suggests? 

 
As Christians we are asked to live life differently from those who struggle to fill life 

with pleasure and enjoyment.  There is a well-known saying that goes, ‘It is better 
to die a meaningful death, than live a meaningless life.’  As Christians we have to 

transcend, self-interest, self-preservation and ego trips.  The person who tries to 
indulge in every enjoyment may find him or herself chasing impossible rainbows.  

Could this be Satan’s favourite trick?  By trying to make life perfect by our own 
human agendas, are we in danger of reaching the end of life only to realise we have 

not lived life at all? 

Devotions this Week  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 9.20 - 9.50am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5.00 pm - 5.15 pm   

The Rosary Saturday 5.00 pm 

Holyday of Obligation Changes 

With effect from the 1st Sunday of Advent 2017, two holydays of obligation are being rein-

stated.  This decision was made by the Bishops of England and Wales, and has been con-

firmed by the Holy See.  The days are: The Epiphany of the Lord — 6 January and The As-

cension of the Lord — Thursday after 6th Sunday of Easter. 


