
Masses, Services and Devotions 
 St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

Saturday 9th Nov. 
Dedication of the Lateran 

Basilica 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Molly, Owen &  

                                          Patrick Ruddy  

 

Sunday 10th Nov.  

32nd Sunday Year C 

 9.00am Mass: Vera & Vic Edwards  

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish  

Monday 11th Nov.  
St Martin of Tours 

9.00am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass:  

11.15am Funeral Service:  

                                     John Stephenson 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Tuesday 12th Nov.   
St Josaphat 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Julia & Antoni Sulek & 

                                               Kif Moffatt  

Wednesday 13th Nov.  
Weekday 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: McDonnell & Ruddy  

                                                   Families  

7.00pm Mass: Deceased Members of 

                        the Catenian Association  

Thursday 14th Nov.  
Weekday 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Service Word and Communion 

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Mass: Alan Smith Snr  

Friday 15th November 
St Albert the Great 

9.30am Morning Prayer of the Church 

10.00am Mass: Margaret Mercado  

8.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

9.00am The Angelus 

9.15am Service of Word and Communion 

Saturday 16th Nov.  
St Edmund of Abingdon 

St Margaret of Scotland 

5.00pm—5.20pm Confessions 

5.00pm The Rosary 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  Bridget & Jim  

                                                    Kiernan  

9.40am The Rosary 

10.00am Mass: Yvonne Simey  

10.30am Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 

11.00-12noon Confessions  

Sunday 17th Nov.   

33rd Sunday Year C 

 9.00am Mass:  People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass: Michael McHugh 

Baptism During 11am Mass:  

                           Florence Anne Cecilia Swales  

St Robert of Newminster, Morpeth |  St Bede, Bedlington  | Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle  |  Registered Company No.7732977  |  Registered Charity Number 1143450  

The Pope’s Intention November 2019 

That a spirit of dialogue, encounter and reconciliation emerges in the Near East, where diverse religious communities 

share their lives together. 

Parish Pastoral Council 

The next Parish Pastoral Council Meeting at St Robert’s will be held 

on Wednesday 27th November.  Any items for the Agenda should be 

handed in as soon as possible please. 

 

Partnership Spirituality Meeting 

The next Meeting of the Partnership Spirituality Group will be held on 

Monday 25th November at St Bede’s, Bedlington at 10.30am. 

 

Camps International Cambodia 2020 

Some student pupils from St Benet Biscop Catho-

lic Academy are joining this trip to help the less 

fortunate in Cambodia.  In order to raise funds 

two of the pupils have organised a ‘Curry Night’ 

on 11th November, 7pm at Ashianna, Bedlington.  

Tickets are £20 for a 2 course set menu and can 

be reserved by contacting Jane on 07969855897. 

 

 

From St Robert’s  School Newsletter 

OFSTED: It is with great pleasure that I can confirm that Ofsted have 

written to you, as parents, to confirm that our school remains a GOOD 

school (see the letter sent separately). We were inspected under a Section 

8 inspection which means that Ofsted carry out a short inspection (1 day) 

and focus on the Quality of Education and Safeguarding arrangements. 

The inspection letter highlights two areas for improvement which as a 

school we had already identified as part of the school’s development plan. 

Overall we are delighted that Ofsted recognised that ‘this is a happy 

school’ where ‘pupils have a positive attitude to their learning’ and they 

‘behave well’. We are also delighted that they acknowledged ‘a very hap-

py and hard-working staff’! As parents and carers, thank you so much for 

your continuous support for all that we do as a school.   Mr Sutcliffe 

We take this opportunity here to thank Mr Sutcliffe and all mem-

bers of Staff and Foundation Governors for the amount of hard 

work that takes place throughout every school year and which has  

achieved so much.   We are also very fortunate as a parish commu-

nity to have at least five practising members of our parish on the 

staff at St Robert’s … it makes a big difference! 

Sunday 10th November  — 32nd Sunday Year C 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 
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PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Those of you who have tuned into political debate lately will have noticed that whilst some 

questions demand a genuine answer, others are simply posed to trip up the opponent and 

cause maximum embarrassment.  Can we really hope to get answers if we are asking questions 

loaded with ridicule and cynicism? 

 

Today, the Sadducees, who did not believe in resurrection, try to ridicule the belief in life after 

death by posing Jesus with an argument that verges on the ludicrous. Their only interest in 

quizzing Jesus was to confound him and to ridicule the 

whole notion of resurrection and of Heaven.  The Saddu-

cees flag a warning to us all. There is nothing wrong with 

having a lively theological debate, but when we start to 

raise questions we have to be very honest about our moti-

vation.  Are we really seeking answers, or are we simply 

kicking an intellectual football?  Are we, like the Sadducees, 

guilty of bringing our own convictions to an argument with 

an arrogant refusal to see a different point of view? 

 

It is surprising that Jesus dignifies the Sadducees’ question 

with an answer at all, but he does.  The circumstances that 

surround us in our day-to-day living, Jesus explains, will not 

apply in Heaven, and therefore we need not trouble our-

selves with worldly conventions.  No longer able to die, let 

alone resume a marriage we forged in life, those who are 

deemed worthy will be like the angels  -  children of God.  

The Sadducees are thinking of an eternity as something 

linked to earthly life. How boring that would be!  

 

All we can know about death and resurrection is that it is a journey that starts in the here and 

now.  It is the ‘now’ that determines our eternity, and as Jesus said, ‘God is not God of the 

dead, but of the living.’ To God, we are all alive. 



Please pray for:  The Harvest, the Fruits of Human 

Work, and the Reverent Use of Creation; Students and 

Teachers, The Spread of the Gospel; Justice and Peace 

in the World; Prisoners and their Families; All Victims of 

War; Young People.  Please pray for those who are sick, 

for all who have died recently, including John Stephen-

son of Bedlington and Eileen McIntyre of Guidepost  

whose funerals are to be celebrated at St Bede’s and for all whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Weekly Collection - 2nd / 3rd November 

St Bede’s: £n/a  

St Robert’s: £826.40  / Standing Orders £2623.92  

 

Clergy Training Fund 

Thanks for last week’s collection of a further £468.24, raising  the 

total collected so far to £1,320.26 at St Robert’s.  The Fund remains 

open until 24th November for individual, group or family donations.  If 

you are making private donations please remember to mark your 

envelopes, “Clergy Training Fund”.  Cheques can be made payable to 
“Clergy Training Fund”.  If you are in the Gift Aid scheme, please 

remember to use a Gift Aid envelope. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

Tea and coffee are available after the Saturday Vigil Mass at St Bede’s. 

and after both the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday at St Robert’s 

Church Hall and everyone is welcome. 

 

Newsletter Items 

Please drop in a note at the Presbytery or e-mail items for the parish 

newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office email address 

at St Robert’s. 

 

Sssshhhhhhh ….. !!!  Let us be quiet! 

There have been several comments recently about the noise and chat-

ter in church before weekend Mass.  It is important to try to respect 

the quietness in Church at that time for those who wish to pray quiet-

ly before Mass begins.  It is not a time to natter to friends ….  It’s a 

time to recollect ourselves before Mass and  turn to the Lord in pray-

er. 

 

Ministers, Readers , Welcomers, Cleaners  

If you are an Extraordinary Minister, Reader or Welcomer or cleaner  

and you are not going to be available to fulfil your ministry because 

you are away, please remember that it is your responsibility to find a 

replacement for that occasion. 

 

Torchlight Procession at Hexham 

The cost for the coach to Hexham on the 6th December is £15 per 

person.  Payment can be given to Elizabeth Dixon at Morpeth and Pat 

Gales at Bedlington. 

 

3C’s Club 

The 3C Club goes from strength to strength is enjoyed by many peo-

ple on a Wednesday afternoon.  The dates for the next few meetings 

before Christmas will be from 2pm until 4pm in the Church Hall on 

20th November; 4th December and 18th December.  The meetings 

will continue every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month in 2020.  All 

are welcome! 

 
Christmas Piety Stall 

There will be another opportunity to buy a wide selection of quality 

religious cards and gifts for Advent and Christmas at both St Bede’s 

and St Robert’s Churches on the weekend of 23rd/24th November .  

Don’t leave it until it’s too late.    

 

St Robert’s Bonus Ball 

Week 5 winners were Jake Conroy and Trish Walker  with No. 40.  

Congratulations to them and good luck for week 6.  

 

Catholic Women's League Christmas Mini Fair 

The CWL will be having their Christmas Mini Fair on Saturday 23rd 

November, from 10am - 12pm in St Robert's Church Hall.  There will 

be a Raffle, Lucky Dip, Cakes, Gifts/Crafts and Refreshments. Every-

one welcome.  

Music for Christmas 

The Liturgy and Worship Group will meet to discuss Music for our 

Christmas Masses on Monday 25th November at 7pm.  St Bede’s does 

not have a music or Liturgy group but if anyone feels they have a con-

tribution to make to the choices for the Vigil Mass, please come along. 

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 

The next Baptism Preparation meeting will be held at St Rob-

ert’s on Thursday November 21st.  Any parents requesting 

Baptism for their child are asked to contact Fr Peter or Dea-

con Stephen as soon as possible to make arrangements to 

attend this meeting. 

 

First Holy Communion Preparation 

Catechesis for our children preparing for First Confession takes place 

at St Bede’s Church on Tuesday 12th November at 3.15pm and on 

Thursday 14th November at St Robert’s at 3.15pm.  

 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

There are still at least four places available on the Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land for November 2020.  Please contact Fr Peter if interested or 

Fr Warren at St Mary's, Hexham.   

 

Journey in Faith Meetings 

Our ‘Journey in Faith’ will continue on Thursday 14th November at 

7pm looking at “The story of the Church and its structures. 

 

St Robert’s SVP 

The next meeting of the SVP Conference at St Robert’s will be held on 

Wednesday 20th November at 7.30 p.m. in the upper meeting room of 

the church hall. 

 

Traidcraft Coffee Morning 

Many thanks to all who supported the Traidcraft ‘Big Brew’ Coffee 

Morning which raised £268.78. Thank you.  There is one unclaimed 

raffle prize (Ticket 318).  To claim it, please see Maura Illingworth. 

 

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank 

The team would be very grateful if you felt able to collect items 

throughout November.  Examples of suitable items include: Tins of: 

garden peas, potatoes, tomatoes, fruit, rice pudding or meat (eg. Mince, 

stew, chicken, steak).  Packets of potato mash, tea bags (packs of 40 or 

80), long life milk, packets of custard, biscuits, jam, toilet rolls, shower 

gel, shampoo, toothpaste and small bars of chocolate would be grateful-

ly received.  

 

The Matthew Project 

Many thanks for the regular, generous contributions to the project.  

Donations are taken to the project food bank based at the Bedlington 

Christian Fellowship before being distributed to local families in need.  

These numbers are increasing on a monthly basis with the most recent 

monthly figure showing the Project having responded to over 100 re-

quests for help. During November the Matthew Project is running a 

Christmas Food Appeal. The food bank is asking for donations of 

Christmas treats such as mince pies, selection boxes, Heroes/Roses 

and Christmas puddings.  More suggestions can be seen on the Christ-

mas Food Appeal poster in the narthex alongside an extra bin for 

Christmas donations. If you are aware of anyone who would benefit 

from support from the project please contact Russ Wallace on 07941 

128493.  Thank you again for your support. 
 

Justice & Peace Refugee Centre 

There are often 300 clients a week using the Refugee Centre in New-

castle, it is the aim for each person to take home 8 food items and £5 

each week.  The essentials needed are tins of meat, fish and tomatoes, 

bags of rice and sugar, biscuits and tea.  Can you help, perhaps by giving 

one item from your weekly shop?  This weather, men’s warm clothing 

and shoes are gratefully accepted.  See the box in the porch.  Many 

thanks. 

 

St Roberts PTFA Fundraiser 

The Parent Teacher Friends Association at St Roberts First School have 

organised their first big Fundraiser on Friday 22nd November at Mor-

peth Riverside Lodge at 8pm, featuring local cover band ‘Far Cry’ (one 

of the dads is in the band!).  Tickets are £5 and available from school. 

“November Dead List” 

During November we will pray for the souls of all the Faithful Depart-

ed.  We will once again have the November Dead List envelopes for 

Names and Offerings for Holy Souls Masses.  Place these envelopes in 

the basket and they will be placed on the sanctuary during Masses 

throughout November. 

 

Rosary for those who have died and Blessing of Graves 

As part of our remembering those who have 

died, Father Peter will lead the Rosary and 

bless graves at St Mary’s Cemetery at 3pm 

on Sunday 10th November.  Deacon Ste-

phen will lead prayers at Bedlington Ceme-

tery on Sunday 17th November at 3pm. All 

welcome to , on November 7th at 7pm and 

everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Catenian Mass for Deceased Members 

On Wednesday 13th November there will be a Mass to remember 

Deceased members of the Catenian Associations at 7pm at St Robert’s 
Church. 

 

Ministry of Consolation 

‘Finding Support After the Death of a Loved One’.  On Saturday 16th 

November we will be holding the third coffee morning reaching out to 

those who are bereaved or struggling to talk to someone following the 

death of a Loved One.  Drop in anytime between 10.30am and 

12.30pm on that Saturday Morning. 
 

Altar Servers Appeal 

Once again, we are making an appeal for some new Altar Servers at 

both St Bede’s and St Robert’s Churches.  As our number of servers 

gets smaller, the current ones are busier.  We really do need some 
more young people to volunteer for this special role serving Mass.  

Parents and Grandparents, please try to encourage our young ones to 

consider this ministry in our parishes. 
 

Letter of Thanks from Belarus ... 

Dear Father and all parishioners of the Parish, We would like to ex-

press our sincere gratitude and appreciation of decision to kindly grant 

us the permission to visit Your parish. We heartily thank the Lord for 

Your and Your parishioners’ hospitality and help during the visit of our 

sisters. We do appreciate your all your efforts, concern, assistance and 

kind-heartedness greatly.   Our sisters are most grateful for the dona-

tion collected in your parish which will allow us to continue our out-

reach services and programs for orphanage children with psychophysi-

cal deficiencies, for people who were led astray by the rough and tum-

ble of life (the homeless, drug and alcohol addicts, ex-prisoners and 

the less able) including food, shelter and clothing distribution.  Let us 

assure that You are always welcome here at St. Elisabeth Convent. 

 

St Robert’s Church Cleaning Rota 

We are in the process of updating the new rota for next year and 

would welcome anyone (male or female!) who could 

spare about 2-3 hours every month to help to clean the 

Church.  Currently there are 4 groups each which has 3

-4 parishioners which means that you would only clean 

once every 4 weeks.  Many hands make light work and 

with more volunteers it would make the job easier.  If 

you no longer wish to be on the rota please let Elizabeth Dixon or 
Bernadette Rich (parish secretary) know as soon as possible.  

 

Justice and Peace Refugee Centre 

The Justice and Peace Refugee Centre in Newcastle had registered 

over 700 clients by August this year, of which over 300 visit the Cen-

tre weekly.  Can you help with donations of rice, tinned fish, tomatoes 

and biscuits?  You can see a list of foods needed on the box in the 

porch at St Robert’s Church.  Many thanks for all your donations. 

 

Safe Families for Children 

We have received a message from Safe Families for Children thanking 

us for our support, “At St. Robert of Newminster Morpeth and St. 

Bede's Bedlington we want to celebrate that you have 5 volunteers 

with Safe Families and have supported 10 families and 19 children.”   If 

you want to know more about their work or wish to get involved, 

please visit their website - safefamdocument iliesforchildren.com   

St Bede’s Christmas Fair 

St Bede’s Christmas Fair will be held on Saturday 16th November in 

the church hall, beginning at 11am.  Organisers are re-

questing donations of bottles (both alcoholic and non 

alcoholic  bottles) for the bottle stall.  Raffle tickets will 

be available running up about 2 weeks before the Fair.  

They would also like to appeal for volunteers to help set 

on the Friday night before the fair and on the fair date.  

For any further information please contact Alison John-

stone on 07446 406598 or Sandra Boulter at St Bede’s Presbytery. 

 

St Robert’s Parish Christmas Fayre 

St Roberts Christmas Fayre will be on Saturday 30th 

November from 10am till 1.00pm.  It will again be held 

in the school and church halls and will follow the same 

basic format as previous years.  There is now a list at 

the back of church for volunteers to sign on for which 

stalls or activities they would like to help with, please 

add any new ideas in one of the empty boxes.  I am also 

putting a box in the porch for any donations for the 
tombola stall.   Any questions lease get in touch with either myself, 

Andrea Mitchell (512281) usually at 9am Mass or see Bernadette in 

the office. Thank you. 

 

St. Robert’s Christmas Fayre Raffle Prizes 

Thanks to the generosity of St. Robert’s parishioners and local busi-

nesses we always have a fantastic raffle at the Christmas Fayre.  Once 

again we are hoping that Parishioners are able to support us by donat-

ing raffle prizes for the event.  If you can help please give them to or 

speak to Anne Beattie (517273) or Christine Watson (503398). 

 

St Robert’s Grand Christmas Draw 

Tickets are now available at the back of St Robert’s church.  Please 

take them and return the counterfoils and money by 23rd November 

so that they can be folded and put into the Draw on the 30th  No-

vember at the Parish Christmas Fayre. (Counterfoils and money can 

be handed into the Parish Office or to Anne Beattie or Elizabeth Dix-

on). 

 

St Robert’s Christmas Fayre Bottle Stall 

The bottle stall appeal for bottles, alcoholic or non-alcoholic, which 

can be left with the parish office, any member of the Catenians or Neil 

McCole.  

 

Posters for Christmas Fayre 

We have some A4 size posters advertising St Robert’s Christmas 

Fayre.  If you have a shop/business/or visit a local shop that would be 

willing to put one up please could you take one from the back of 

Church. 

 

The Year of the Word: “The God Who Speaks”  

The Year of the Word will launch on Sunday 1st December, the First 

Sunday of Advent.  This year is devoted to raising the profile of Scrip-

ture amongst Catholics in England and 

Wales.  For information about what has been 

planned so far please visit the special page on 

the diocesan Website.  The year begins in our 

diocese with a celebration of Vespers on Sunday 

1st December.  Five venues have been chosen 

and Evening Prayer will be celebrated at 4.30pm 
in each place so that there is a real sense of 

praying together as a diocese. The five places are: 

 St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle 

 St Ninians, Wooler 

 St Mary’s, Hexham 

 Ushaw College, Durham 

 English Martyrs & SS Peter and Paul, Stockton 

 

Diocesan Health and Safety Meetings 

St Robert’s is hosting a Health and Safety Meeting on Monday evening 

for the Parish Health and Safety representatives from Brinkburn and 

Delaval Partnerships.  A new Health and Safety Manual has been pre-

pared and approved by the Diocesan Board of Directors and this doc-

ument will be presented to the reps present. 


