
Money can’t buy happiness, but neither can poverty.   We need money to pay the bills and so 

we spend most of our lives striving to earn it.  Then when we’ve got enough to pay the bills, 

it’s nice to have a little extra for birthdays and Christmas and for holidays.   Money doesn’t buy 

happiness, but it can certainly buy security and comfort.   The trouble is striving to earn mon-

ey can become an end in itself.  There comes a point where we are left uncertain as to wheth-

er we are working to live, or living to work.  Money can easily become a trap where however 

much we have, there always seems a need for more.  Enough it seems is never enough.  The 

thirst for money is a thirst that cannot be quenched.  We only have to look at the lives of the 

rich and famous, in some cases very tragic lives, to know that material pursuits don't bring 

happiness.  However hard we strive, if material pursuits are our only goal, there will always be 

a void in our lives.  Jesus tells us that only God can fill this void.  "Do not work for food that 

perishes," he tells the Galileans, "but for the food that endures for eternal life." 

 

In today's gospel reading we hear how the crowd followed Jesus be-

cause they were impressed that he had fed five thousand with only five 

loaves and two fishes.  They followed him because they wanted more.  

But Jesus knew that they had missed the point. "You are looking for 

me not because you saw signs," he says, "but because you ate the 

loaves and were filled."  The true bread, he tells them, is the bread of 

God, which comes down from heaven and gives life to the word.  Then 

Jesus takes the crowd one step further, he tells them that to share in 

the bread of eternal life they must believe in the one that God sent. 

 

This must have been hard for the Galileans to take in, but in retro-

spect easier for us.  We look around at those who live by Jesus' teach-

ing, and observe that these people seem content with their lives. … 

happy even.  In what ways are the rest of us working for the food that 

endures for eternal life? 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to pray 

for:  A deeper understanding between Christians and Jews; 

Those who suffer persecution, oppression and denial of 

human rights; Europe; Human Life; and Seafarers.  Please 

pray for family members, parishioners, those we know 

who are unwell; we pray for those in hospital, recovering from or 

awaiting surgery; and at this difficult time of the coronavirus we 

pray for all suffering from COVID-19; for all who have died recent-

ly, including Geoff Wallis [Bedlington] whose Funeral Service will 

be held at St Bede’s Church on Monday 2nd August at 1.30pm, ; for 

Kathleen O’Donnell [Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be 

celebrated at St Bede’s Church on Wednesday 4th August at 10am; 

for Marie Sutcliffe [Morpeth] who died on Monday (Funeral de-

tails to follow soon); and for Fr Peter’s Dad, Morton, who died on 

Monday; and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Updated Coronavirus Advice 

Although the UK Government has eased all legal restrictions 

throughout England, the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is con-

tinuing with “covid-safe” controls until further notice  We there-

fore ask that you  

 book to come to Sunday Mass,  

 continue wearing a face covering in Church  

 use the hand gel provided at the door and in the benches 

 observe our social distancing guidelines whilst in Church 

 

Booking for a Mass 

You should continue to book for Mass at our Church on a Sunday, 

until further notice. 

To book your place at the Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church  

Please call St Bede’s Presbytery  01670 823 258  

Monday - Friday, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~  

To book your place at Sunday Mass at St Robert’s Church  

Please call St Robert’s Presbytery  01670 513 410 

Please note the change of time for ringing in  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.30am - 12noon 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is now distributed at its normal time during 

Mass, rather than at the end of Mass.  To save any confusion about 

coming forward at the right time, our stewards will direct you for-

ward when it is your turn to move out of your bench. 

 

Contact Tracing App 

We will only be keeping a record of all who come to Sunday Mass, 

so we ask that for weekday Mass you to check in for the Track and 

Trace system using the QR code that we have available in both 

Churches.  When you come to Church, if you are using the NHS 

Covid App on your phone, scan the code to record your presence.  

Please remember that if you have any symptoms of Covid-19 you 

should not attend Church.  The classic signs of coronavirus reported 

since the start of the pandemic have been loss of smell or taste, a new 

persistent cough, and a fever.  A headache, sore throat and runny nose 

are now also thought to be symptoms of the virus, instead of a cough and 

loss of smell or taste - though a fever is still common. 

 

Baptism, Weddings and Funerals 

Please note that for the foreseeable future, we still have limited 

space in church, as we are keeping all our “covid-safe” controls in 

place which will affect the numbers of people allowed in Church for 

a Baptism, a Wedding or a Funeral.  If this will affect you in coming 

weeks, the best thing to do is actually speak to Father Peter if in 

doubt. 

“Sunday – It is our Day” - news from our Bishops 

Our bishops are hoping that the Sunday Obligation will resume on 

Sunday 28th November and they state, “We are mindful of the 

certain fact that the Covid-19 virus is still circulating in society.  

Vaccines provide genuine protection against the worst effects of the 

virus, yet we recognise the legitimate fear on the part of some who 

otherwise desire to gather for Holy Mass.  It is our continuing 

judgement, therefore, that it is not possible at the present time for 

all of the faithful to attend Mass on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty 

to God.  It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in Eng-

land and Wales to fulfil this most important Church precept, that of 

the Sunday Obligation, by the First Sunday in Advent 2021.  In the 

meantime, all Catholics are asked to do their best to participate in 

the celebration of the weekly Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on 

the centrality of Sunday worship in the life of the Church.”  (Full 

text of this statement is available on www.cbcew.org.uk) 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next meeting takes place in September at St Bede’s Church.  

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to 

make arrangements to attend this Baptism Preparation 

Meeting  Once parents have attended a preparation 

meeting, they are asked to meet with Fr Peter  (or Dea-

con Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to make arrange-

ments and set a date for the Baptism.  Please note that 

one parent must be a baptised catholic for Baptism in 

the Catholic Church and it is also hoped that the catholic parent or 

even the whole family has been to Mass recently, especially as at the 

Baptism the parents will be promising to bring their child up “in the 

practice of the faith”.  

 

Lourdes Pilgrimage 2021 

As the Diocesan Pilgrimage is unable once again to travel to 

Lourdes this year, there will be a ‘Virtual Pilgrimage’, providing op-

portunities for the Pilgrimage Family to join together in 

prayer and worship over the course of a week, starting 

on 31st July with an actual day at Ushaw, Durham.  Plac-

es are limited, numbers are restricted and if you wish to 

be present at Ushaw you do need to book in advance.  

Following that opening day of reflection at Ushaw, all 

other Masses and services will be streamed via 

YouTube or Facebook.  During the week there will be a 

Service of Healing and a Bereavement Service.  You can access the 

links to the services via the Pilgrimage website: 

www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk or searching 

YouTube for HN-Lourdes Hospitalité.  

 

Young Peoples Prayer Group 

A Prayer Group for Young People, in the local area of 

Bedlington and Morpeth and surrounding areas, aged 16 

- 25+ years, with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Rosary, and ending with Benediction, as well as some 

quiet time for private prayer, and even an opportunity 

for Confession, will be held at 7.30pm in St Robert’s 

Church on the following dates … 

Monday 2nd August, Monday 6th September, Monday 4th October 

Monday 1st November, Monday 6th December 

 

Vacancy for Parish Secretary 

St Bede’s, Bedlington is looking to appoint a part-time Par-

ish Secretary to provide administrative support.  For fur-

ther information and details of how to apply please visit 

www.rcdhn.org.uk  The closing date for applications is 

extended to 20th August 2021. 

 

NEWSLETTERS AND MISALLETTES:  If you are holding this Newsletter, or a Mass Sheet, as a paper copy in Church on 
Sunday, please remember that you MUST take it away with you.  COVID-19 guidelines state that because you have handled it, 

you cannot just put it back on the table at the back of Church.  It’s handy to have a Newsletter at home and good to reflect on 
todays readings in the Missalette!  If you do not wish to keep it, please leave it in your bench and it will be immediately de-

stroyed by those who will tidy and clean the Church after Mass. 

http://www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk


Reopening our Kitchen and Church Halls 

As we have been told to retain our covid protocols until at least 

the end of August, it seems pointless in cleaning our Kitchens and 

Halls until closer to the time that we are able to officially open 

them.  

 

Counting Teams 

As we have a delay in fully reopening our churches, 

we will postpone the use of our counting teams for 

a few weeks until the restrictions are eased and 

more people can gather together, and hopefully, 

when there will be a bigger collection to count!! 

 

Rebuilding our Teams of Catechists 

One of the important focuses for trying to get back to ‘normal’, or 

indeed just rebuilding our parishes, is to re-establish our team of 

catechists, groups of people who are willing to help pass on their 

faith to others and prepare people for the sacraments.  We already 

have many catechists but we also encourage more people to come 

forward to assist with Baptism preparation, First Confession and 

Holy Communion preparation, (especially if there are children not in 

Catholic school) Confirmation preparation, Marriage Preparation with 

Marriage Care, Journey in Faith for Adults.  The Diocese is setting up 

new structures for training of catechists in the coming year and hopefully, 

those in our parishes should try to join in with any diocesan preparation, 

both to refresh and renew those currently involved and to assist other 

parishioners who are eager to get involved.  Please contact Father Peter 

for more information. 

 

Catholic Awards for Young People 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle offers our young people 

the opportunity to witness to their faith in their local and parish 

Communities by participating in two award schemes.  Young people 

aged 10-18 years old (Year 6-13) can take part in the Faith in Ac-

tion Award through their school, parish or organisation. The Faith 

in Action Award is accessible to, and inclusive of, all young people, 

regardless of academic ability.  The Pope St John Paul II Award 

is a faith achievement award for young people between the age of 

16 and 18. It is non-competitive, inclusive, flexible and voluntary.   

The Award enables participants to take an active part in the life of 

their Church – in the life of their community and society.  It enables 

young people become more aware of the teaching and role of the 

Catholic Church in the world and to engage at a deep level with 

Christ.  The Award was created to 

commemorate the late Pope Saint 

John Paul II who was so committed 

to young people and who had such 

be l ie f  and  con f i dence  i n 

them.   Further information from Fr Peter if interested. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both 

adults and children can be accessed at wednesdayword.org  This is 

a wonderful resource to help focus on our Sunday Readings.  Edited 

by Dom Henry Wansborough OSB of Am-

pleforth Abbey, it is a wonderful resource 

for both parishes and for Schools to help 

focus on the forthcoming Sunday readings. 

 

Mary’s Meals 

Marys Meals regularly asks us to support them 

with funds for their work, and all that we donate 

helps them tremendously.  However, they also 

know that  they can’t do without our prayers 

and they are aware that many people support 

their mission through prayer. They would like to 

invite you to receive their monthly prayer email ‘Loaves and Fishes’, 

which focuses on the different ways we can reflect on and pray for 

their work.  To sign up to their mailing list, visit - 

marysmeals.org.uk/prayer - and sign up to receive the email 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

If there is something troubling you, if you feel affected by the diffi-

culties around us with coronavirus, or trying to “get back to nor-

mal” or if there is any other issue troubling you that you need to 

talk to someone about, the number is Northumberland Listening 

Service  07732 980740 
 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the 

Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Peter 

at St Robert’s and you will be added and it will be 

emailed each weekend.  Please feel free to print off 

copies for yourself and if possible print and pass them 

on to others. 

 

Food Donations 

As you are unable to leave donations in Church, due to the Dioce-

san Health and Safety restrictions, there is still a great need for this 

food. The most useful items are: tinned fish, tinned 

tomatoes, tinned chickpeas, biscuits, rice, sugars 

and toilet rolls.  Toiletries such as shampoo, show-

er gel, deodorant and toothpaste are also very use-

ful.  Please do not donate tinned meat or baked 

beans.  All donations can be left with Donald Marr 

at 3 Cottingvale, Morpeth.  Please phone  01670 

505 573 before, to arrange a drop off time, and leave a message if 

there is no reply.  Alternatively, you could leave donations with 

Gerry and Eileen Harber, 22, Dacre Street, Morpeth  Please phone 

 01670 517 829.  Thankyou.  

 

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies 2021-2022  

The Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies is managed and award-

ed by the Board of Religious Studies on behalf of the Bishops’ Con-

ference of England and Wales.  The pro-

gramme seeks to ensure that participants 

have a basic understanding of the central be-

liefs of the Catholic faith. This programme is 

available for catechists, lay leaders and other 

adults wishing to deepen their understanding 

of the Catholic faith and Catholic education, 

serving teachers in Catholic and other 

schools, and teachers in training preparing to 

take up posts in Catholic schools.   The CCRS course programme is 

now available for 2021-2022 and there is a short presentation 

shown on the Diocesan website: www.edurcdhn.org.uk/courses/

courses_ccrs.php If anyone would like further information, please 

contact Eamonn Diffley at the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, 

Department for Education on 0191 243 3313 or email educa-

tion@diocesehn.org.uk 

 

Ongoing Faith Witness Against Hassockfield 

In October, the Home Office plans to open an ‘Immigration Remov-

al Centre’ at Hassockfield on the site of the former Medomsley 

Detention Centre. This will be for 80 women seeking asylum in the 

UK. The proposal is classed as inhumane, unjust and incompatible 

with our faith which calls us to recognise the intrinsic dignity of 

each person.  A monthly prayer vigil will be held at the barrier to 

Hassockfield on the first Sunday of each month at 3pm starting TO-

DAY, Sunday 1st August.  This will last for about 30 minutes and 

will incorporate a time of silent witness.  Please support this with 

your prayer and, if at all possible, come along.  For further infor-

mation, please contact:  lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 

 

Ashington and Longhorsley Parishes 

Mass times have changed at Ashington and Longhorsley and the new 

Mass times are as follows: 

 Ashington, St Aidan: Sunday 9.00am and 5.00pm 

 Longhorsley, St Thomas of Canterbury: Sunday 11.15am 

 

Toilets in both St Bede’s Church and St Robert of Newminster Church are 

now open if attending Mass. 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for August 2021 

The Church:  Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit  

the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel.  

 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Little Sisters of the Poor – Urgent Appeal 

The Little Sisters of the Poor at St. Joseph’s Home in Newcastle 

are finding the current economic climate increasingly more de-

manding.  The emergency lockdown 

measures we implemented to aid efforts 

to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and 

keep our residents safe has had a massive impact on our fundrais-

ing activities and the charitable donations we rely on to meet the 

daily running costs of the Home.  We are appealing for urgent 

donations to help us continue with our work of caring for the 

Elderly and to enable us to carry out essential fire prevention up-

grades to our Home.  In these uncertain times, small acts of kind-

ness can make a huge difference in helping our Home. 
 

The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Job Vacancies 

* Caritas Refugee Project Worker based in Newcastle.  

* Lay University Chaplain, Sunderland. Full-time, term-time.  

* Cleaner, St Matthew’s, Jarrow. 6 hours per week.  

For further information and details of how to apply please visit the 

diocesan website rcdhn.org.uk or contact  0191 243 3301  

Consent for the Live streaming 

Please note: we are obliged to make everyone aware that 

Livestreaming is taking place at St Robert’s Church.  As some people 

may appear on screen during Mass we have to inform you that if you 

are a Reader, an Altar Server, or even a Minister of Holy Commun-

ion, and you appear on screen you must be informed that that is 

happening in St Robert’s Church because “If a person is potentially 

identifiable from their image being captured on a recording / stream 

at Mass, this is possibly personal data and Data Protection regula-

tions apply”.    Posters in church display this information also. 

 

Hiroshima Day Service 

A Service of Remembrance to commemorate the dropping of the 

nuclear bomb on Hiroshima will be held on Friday 6th August at 

8am, at The Chantry Peace Garden, Morpeth [beside the Telford 

Bridge] followed by a socially distanced walk of witness to scatter 

petals on the River Wansbeck, with a chance for refreshments at 

The Pavilion, Carlisle Park.  All are invited.  Further information 

available from pat.fuller25@gmail.com 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Masses 

are streamed live at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am Thursday, or as a recording on the above Par-

ish YOUTUBE site anytime.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 31st July 
St Ignatius Loyola 

 5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Morton Stott (C&BR)  

Sunday 1st August 

18th Sunday, Year B 
9am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 2nd August  
Weekday 

 10am Mass: Owen and Dorothy Tomlinson  

1pm Funeral Service: Geoff Wallis 

Tuesday 3rd August 
St Oswald 

10am Mass:  In Thanksgiving (LE)   

Wednesday 4th August 
St John Vianney 

 10am Requiem Mass: Kathleen O’Donnell 

Thursday 5th August 
Dedication St Mary Major Basilica 

10am Mass: Ken and Eileen Percival (LE)   

Friday 6th August  
The Transfiguration of Jesus 

 10am Mass: Andrew Wright  

Saturday 7th August 
St Ignatius Loyola 

10am Mass: Jack Johnson 

10.30am: Exposition and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 8th August 

19th Sunday, Year B 

9am Mass: Jean and William White 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

 


