
Offertory Collection: £501.61 

 

Holy Places Collection 

Very many thanks for your generous donation to 

the annual Holy Places Collection which  raised 

£196.61for the Christian Community of the Holy 

Land and the holy places associated with our 

Christian faith. 

  

Easter Thanks 

I would like to take this opportunity to everyone 

who has been involved in making our Holy Week 

and Easter Masses and Services  so successful and 

so prayerful.  A lot of effort has been put into 

preparing our music, and to 

encouraging both St Robert’s 

and St Bede’s communities to 

come together musically.  It was 

a great success and thanks to 

everyone in our Choir and to our musicians and 

organists for their cooperation. Also to all our 

readers, ministers, church cleaners, welcomers, 

flower arrnagers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 

and anyone else who has worked behind the 

scenes.  Many Thanks.  I would like to wish you 

and your families all the joy, hope and wonder of 

Easter as we celebrate the Resurrection of 

Christ.   Fr Peter 

 

Season of Easter 

Easter isn’t just one day; it’s a ‘season’. The fifty 

days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost are cele-

brated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or 

better as one  “great Sunday”. The gospel read-

ings for the first three Sundays recount the ap-

pearances of the risen Christ. The readings about 

the Good Shepherd are assigned to the Fourth 

Sunday. On the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Sundays, 

there are excerpts from the Lord’s discourse and 

prayer at the last supper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We have Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament on a Friday 

morning before Mass and it is a 

wonderful time for quiet prayer.  

Please come along if you are able 

to.  [all we ask is that is that you 

come in quietly as voices can be 

easily heard in Church]. 

 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

There will be no tea and coffee available after 

the Vigil Mass this evening.  However it will 

resume next Saturday.  The new charity cho-

sen is:   

 

Mass Intention Envelopes 

It is very difficult receiving Offerings for 

Masses without an envelope.  When request-

ing Mass Intentions please use the brown 

envelopes available in the Narthex and en-

sure the offerings are sealed inside. Thank 

you. 

 

Communications Group 

The Partnership Development Group wishes 

to establish a group of people that will be 

responsible for ‘Communications’ across the 

partnership.  We want people who have 

some skill and initiative to produce a regular 

Partnership Newsletter, and someone who 

can help develop and maintain a Partnership 

Website and Facebook page.  Do you have 

any desktop publishing skills, word pro-

cessing skills, or IT/web design skills that we 

can use to help develop the way we com-

municate with each other.  Please contact 

your Parish Priest or speak to Fr Peter Stott 

or Fr Shaun Purdy for further information or 

if you can offer your skills.   

 

Northern Scripture Festival 

The Northern Scripture Festival is being held 

on Saturday 12th May 2018, from 10am – 

4.30pm at All Saints School, York.  This is a 

day for Christians to experience the Bible 

afresh through informative and inspiring 

talks, workshops, and worship.  Further de-

tails on the poster on noticeboards. 

 

Baptism Preparation 

The next meeting for Baptism Preparation 

will be held on Thursday 19th April at 

6.30pm at St Bede’s.  Any parents wishing to 

organise a Baptism should make an appoint-

ment to discuss this with Fr. Peter.  For Bap-

tism, one parent of the child to be baptised 

must be a baptised Catholic. Mass on a Sat-

urday Evening or a Sun-

day is expected.  One of 

the godparents is also 

expected to be a prac-

tising Catholic.  We ask 

parents also to attend 

the Baptism Preparation 

meeting.  These meetings alternate between 

Morpeth and Bedlington.  Parents should 

meet with Fr Peter to complete the paper-

work.  After the Baptism Course, the par-

ents should then make an appointment to fix 

a date for a Baptism.  PLEASE NOTE: dates 

are not usually given before the Baptism 

Preparation Meeting.  

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

Booking forms for the Diocesan Pilgrimage 

to Lourdes are now available from the Parish 

Office.  The Pilgrimage is from 27th July to 

3rd August, with a direct flight from Newcas-

tle Airport.  2018 marks the 160th Anniver-

sary of the Apparitions in Lourdes to St Ber-

nadette.  See Fr Peter for further details or 

for a Booking Form.  The pilgrimage has a 

Youth Section for all 15 

to 25 year olds.  The 

pilgrimage also runs a 

special section for those 

who need care and assistance.  Please speak 

to Fr Peter for further details. 

Rosary on the Coast 

We have signed our Partner-

ship up to take part in “Rosary 

on the Coast”.  This is being 

held on Sunday 29th April 

around the British coast.  Our 

Partnership will meet at St Bartholomew’s 

Anglican Church at Church Point, Newbiggin, 

but the Rosary will be prayed together out-

side, as an Act of Witness.  Many thanks to 

the Churchwardens at St Bartholomew’s for 

allowing use of their Church.  You can find 

full details of this initiative on the website 

www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/ and why we 

are doing this in the UK.  We hope you will 

feel able to join in this great act of witness, 

 

“Immortal Diamond”  

Partnership Group  

We are offering a series of sessions of group 

reflection and sharing based on Richard 

Rohr’s book “Immortal Diamond: The 

Search for Our True Self” (required reading). 

The group will explore new themes each 

session, through contemplation, reflection 

and sharing.  Group meetings will take place 

on the last Wednesday of the month from 

1.30pm to 3.30pm, beginning on 25 April; at 

Our Lady and St Joseph's Parish House, New 

Hartley.  If you are interested in this course,  

please contact; Mary McCullough on ' 01665 

712247 or mary.mccullough@yahoo.co.uk 

 

SPUC Petition 

SPUC has launched a petition calling on the 

Prime Minister not to give parliamentary 

support to moves to decriminalise abortion.  

Such an action will take away from the un-

born any remaining legal protection from 

abortion.  A petition form is now in the Nar-

thex… will you support this please? 
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Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for April 2018 

For those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters:  That economists may have the 

courage to reject any economy of exclusion and know how to open new paths. 

Please pray for: 

 all who are sick, especially the housebound and those in hospital,  

 all who have died,  

 all whose anniversaries occur at this time 

Mass Times and Intentions  

Easter Sunday 1st April 8.00pm Vigil Mass People of Parish Easter Sunday 

Monday 3rd April 10.00am Mass Jim Craik Easter Octave 

Tuesday 4th April 10.00am Word & Communion Service Easter Octave 

Wednesday 5th April 10.00am Mass Margaret Gibson Easter Octave 

Thursday 6th April 10.00am  Word & Communion Service Easter Octave 

Friday 7th April 10.00am Mass No Intention Easter Octave 

Saturday 8th April 5.30pm Vigil Mass Fred Devine 2nd Sunday of Easter 

Devotions this week  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 9.20am  -  9.50am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5.00pm -  5.15pm 

The Rosary Saturday 5.00pm 

Helping our young people 

A conference will take place on Saturday 12th 

May at St Joseph’s Catholic Academy, Hebburn 

to help parishes and partnerships engage with 

young people in their communities. The keynote 

speaker is Fr Dominic Howarth, responsible for 

Youth Services in Brentwood Diocese, and 

the programme includes 12 workshops. The 

conference is for everyone who is concerned 

about our young people, for all catechists, and 

will offer inspiring examples of good practice. 

The conference fee is £10 and includes lunch. 

Further details are in the booking forms availa-

ble in parishes, downloadable from 

www.ymt.org or contact admin@ymt.org 

 

 

The Summit 

A lively evening of praise, worship and 

teaching and testimony.  You are warmly 

invited to the fourth ‘Summit’ event which 

is taking place at St Mary’s, Bishop Auck-

land DL14 6PQ on 7th April 7-9pm.  This 

reflective and faith filled evening will have 

worship led by Ronan Johnston of Emmaus 

music and we would love you to join in 

and be part of this experience.  For more 

information, please contact Amy on 0191 

2 4 3  3 3 1 6  o r  a t 

adult.formation@diocesehn.org.uk. 

 

Always walk through life as if you have  
something new to learn and you will.  

Traditionally at this time of year thousands of new Christians are baptised all over the world. 
A young man baptised recently was asked, “Do you feel different now that you are baptised 

and a Christian?” “Yes,” he replied,” I went from believing nothing to believing everything 

sort of vaguely. I hope God will make things clearer to me as I continue on this journey.” 

 
Easter is a good time to reaffirm our faith. The Resurrection is the culmination of Christ’s 

journey on this earth, and the beginning of our journey in faith. Our journey begins with be-

lief in the Resurrection, but approaching the 'Empty Tomb' isn't easy. Who moved the stone 
we wonder. Why were the linen wrappings removed, and why was the cloth that wrapped 

Jesus’ head rolled neatly and placed separately? In our modern day times of detective stories 

and forensic science there is an inclination to turn the empty tomb into a crime scene, but 
the problem with looking at the empty tomb from an investigative point of view is that we’re 

in danger of missing a greater truth, and the amazing implications of a Resurrection that was 

after all predicted. 

 
If we were to fully embrace the reality of the Easter story we 

would pour out of church bouncing with a newfound enthusiasm 

for life. So how do we embrace the reality of a story for which 
there is no proof? Jesus promised all along that death couldn’t 

contain us, and the empty tomb points to this not necessarily as 

proof, but as something that was promised. Why therefore, in 

the context of everything else that Jesus did and said, should this 
surprise us? 

 

The empty tomb gives our life purpose. Belief in the resurrection 
means we can live life boldly and well, looking forward to eternal 

life. The empty tomb gives us a means to deal with pain and suf-

fering, it means that death is not a meaningless end of life, but 
the door to the fullness of life with the risen Christ. 

http://www.ymt.org/
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