
There are times when we readily accept words of wisdom if we hear them from the pulpit, 

from Radio Four’s Moral Maze or from a learned lecturer in theology.  We are less likely to 

accept words of wisdom if we hear them from a TV soap, the man in the corner shop, or 

from our own children.  We need to trust our source of information before we trust the in-

formation itself.  At the end of the day, in our eyes some people are qualified to dish out 

words of wisdom and others are not.  The danger of this outlook is that we can end up be-

lieving absolutely everything from the mouth of someone highly qualified, and nothing from 

the mouths of those who haven’t a qualification to their name.  This is sad, because anyone 

can have an insight to share, and by closing our minds we do not hear the wisdom and an 

opportunity is lost. 

 

When Jesus returned to his hometown to preach, he was treated 

with similar disregard.  When the Nazarenes heard him speaking 

they could not take him seriously because they could remember all 

too well his humble origins. Wasn’t he just a carpenter … Mary’s 

son?   They closed their minds against Jesus, and because their minds 

were closed, Jesus could not work any great deed that day. 

 

Of course, there is more to this story than Jesus being rejected in his hometown.  This is a 

story about how we too can ignore or reject God.  This is a story about the stumbling 

blocks we encounter in our faith.  Perhaps our pet stumbling block might be our unwilling-

ness to listen to others in the belief that we know best.  Our stumbling block might be a re-

luctance to ask for help, fearing that this might be a sign of weakness.  Our stumbling block 

might be the inability to recognise the voice of God in our day-to-day surroundings.  Could 

God be talking to us through a partner, through our children, parents or friends? Where will 

the next prophet come from, the other side of the globe or the other side of the street? 

The trick is, not to rule anything out. God is more likely to work wonders in an open mind 

than a closed one. 
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At this time of the Church’s Year, we are asked to 
pray for:  A deeper understanding between Christians 

and Jews; Those who suffer persecution, oppression 

and denial of human rights; Europe; Human Life; and 

Seafarers.  Please pray for family members, parishion-
ers, those we know who are unwell; we pray for those 

in hospital, recovering from or awaiting surgery; and at this diffi-

cult time of Pandemic we pray for all suffering from COVID-19; 
please remember all who have died recently; and for all those 

whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 
Collections for June 2021 

St Bede’s Church:   Loose plate:    £320.00 

  Standing Orders & BACS:  £1,194.00 

St Robert’s Church: June loose plate:   £1,225.80 
  Standing orders & BACS:  £3,636.92  

 

Booking for a Sunday Mass 
To book your place at the Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church  

Please call St Bede’s Presbytery  01670 823 258  

Monday - Friday, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~  
To book your place at Sunday Mass at St Robert’s Church  

Please call St Robert’s Presbytery  01670 513 410 

Monday - Friday, 11.00am - 6pm 
~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~  

If you book a place at Mass, but then find that you are unable to 

attend, we ask that you please call us as soon as you know you 
are unable to attend, so that where possible we may be able to 

offer that place to someone who is waiting to come to Mass.   

 

Weekday Masses 
Booking is not necessary for weekday Masses, but we ask that 

you give your details to the steward on arrival so that we know 

how many people are in church and the number of seats available. 
 

Contact Tracing App 

Please remember that you can check in for the 

Track and Trace system using the QR code that 
we have available in both Churches.  When you 

come to Church, open the app on your phone and 

scan the code to record your presence.  Please 
remember that if you have any symptoms of Covid

-19 you should not attend Church.  The classic signs of corona-

virus reported since the start of the pandemic have been loss of 
smell or taste, a new persistent cough, and a fever.  A headache, 

sore throat and runny nose are now also thought to be symp-

toms of the virus, instead of a cough and loss of smell or taste - 

though a fever is still common. 
 

Confessions 

Confessions have resumed at St Bede’s Church 
on a Saturday evening from 5pm - 5.20pm.  Once 

we have completed all our First Holy Commun-

ion Masses, and all restrictions are lifted on 19th 

July (??), we  hope to resume Confessions at St 
Robert’s Church. 

 

New Altar Servers 
We are always looking for and encouraging new young 

people to join our team of altar servers in both parish-

es.  If anyone is willing to join our team at St Bede’s or 
at St Robert’s, please contact Fr Peter. 

First Holy Communion Masses 
Please pray for the children who are celebrating their 

First Holy Communion over the next couple of weeks.  

Eight children at St Bede’s celebrated their First Holy 

Communion in two Masses on Saturday 3rd July and 
there will be four Masses at St Robert’s in the coming 

weeks on 10th and 17th July, for the children of St Robert’s Par-

ish to celebrate this important sacramental moment in their life. 
 

New Priest for the Diocese 

Please pray for Father Luke Wilkinson who was or-
dained priest for our diocese on Tuesday 29th June at 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle.   

 

Young Peoples Prayer Group 
Father Peter is beginning a Prayer Group for Young People in the 

local area of Bedlington and Morpeth and surrounding areas, aged 

16 - 25+ years, with Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Rosary, and ending with Benediction, as well as 

some quiet time for private prayer, and even an oppor-

tunity for Confession.  To be held on the First Monday 

of each month and young people are invited to come 
along and join him at 7.30pm in St Robert’s Church on the fol-

lowing dates … 

Monday 5th July   Monday 2nd August 
Monday 6th September  Monday 4th October 

Monday 1st November   Monday 6th December 

We ask that you pray for the success of this prayer group and 
pray for all our young people in these changing and challenging 

times. 

 

Children’s Liturgy Zoom 
Very many thanks to everyone who has arranged and supported 

the Children’s Liturgy via zoom, which began some months ago.   

The zoom meetings are now ended, but we hope very soon, once 
restrictions are ended, that we will be able to gather once again 

as a face to face group, even perhaps outdoors, weather permit-

ting, to support our young children in their understanding of Je-

sus, his ministry and our faith. 
 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the 
Newsletter please send your email address to Fr Peter at 

St Robert’s and you will be added and it will be emailed 

each weekend.  Please feel free to print off copies for yourself 
and if possible print and pass them on to others. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both 
adults and children can be accessed at 

wednesdayword.org  This is a wonderful 

resource to help focus on our Sunday Read-
ings.  Edited by Dom Henry Wansborough 

OSB of Ampleforth Abbey, it is a wonderful resource for both 

parishes and for Schools to help focus on the forthcoming Sunday 

readings. 
 

St Bede’s Red Boxes 

Many thanks to all who have donated to the red 
Mission Boxes for Mill Hill and Association of the 

Propagation of the Faith. In St Bede’s Parish.  We 

have been able to bank £256.53 throughout the 
month of June.  Many thanks. 

NEWSLETTERS AND MISALLETTES:  If you are holding this Newsletter, or a Mass Sheet, as a paper copy in Church 

on Sunday, please remember that you MUST take it away with you.  COVID-19 guidelines state that because you have han-

dled it, you cannot just put it back on the table at the back of Church.  It’s handy to have a Newsletter at home and good to  

reflect on todays readings in the Missalette!  If you do not wish to keep it, please leave it in your bench and it will be immedi-

ately destroyed by those who will tidy and clean the Church after Mass. 



Parish Secretary 
We are looking for a new Secretary at St Bede's Church, Bedling-

ton.  The full details of the advert are available on the diocesan 

website - HR – Vacancies (rcdhn.org.uk)  Closing date for applica-

tions is Monday 5th July. 
 

Preparing for Baptism 

The next meeting takes place in September at St Bede’s Church 

and the next meeting at St Robert’s Church will be in October.  
Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to 

make arrangements for these Baptism Preparation Meet-

ings.  Once parents have attended a preparation meet-
ing, they are asked to meet with Fr Peter to make ar-

rangements and set a date for the Baptism.  Please note 

that one parent must be a baptised catholic for Baptism 

in the Catholic Church and it is also hoped that the catholic par-
ent or even the whole family has been to Mass recently, especially 

as at the Baptism the parents will be promising to bring their child 

up “in the practice of the faith”.  
 

Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting for St Robert of Newminster 

Parish will be held on Thursday 8th July at 7pm via Zoom.  If any-
one has any items for the Agenda or would like to join in the 

online discussions via Zoom, please contact Fr Peter as soon as 

possible. 
 

“Sing along Live Hymns Old and New” 
The Diocesan Youth Ministry Village are hosting this 

event at Allensford on Sunday 15th August. 

There will be a BBQ, Quiz, sing-along, a day 
outdoors to reconnect with others.  More details to 

follow soon. 
 

Catholic Awards for Young People 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle offers our young people 

the opportunity to witness to their faith in their local and parish 

Communities by participating in two award schemes.  Young peo-

ple aged 10-18 years old (Year 6 - 13) can take part in the Faith 
in Action Award through their school, parish or organisation. 

The Faith in Action Award is accessible to, and inclusive of, all 

young people, regardless of academic ability.  The Pope St John 
Paul II Award is a faith achievement award for young people 

between the age of 16 and 18. It is non-competitive, inclusive, 

flexible and voluntary.   The Award enables participants to take 

an active part in the life of their Church – in 
the life of their community and society.  It 

enables young people become more aware of 

the teaching and role of the Catholic Church 
in the world and to engage at a deep level with Christ.  The 

Award was created to commemorate the late Pope Saint John 

Paul II who was so committed to young people and who had such 

belief and confidence in them.   Further information from Fr Pe-
ter if interested. 

 

Sea Sunday 2021 

On Sunday 11th July, we celebrate Sea Sunday, a day of 
pray for the work of Stella Maris, the Catholic chari-

ty supporting seafarers and their families in the UK and 

around the world. There will be a special collection next 
Sunday and we ask you to use the envelopes available for this, or 

text SEA to 70460 to donate £5, or give via the website: 

www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate  

 
Going into Hospital 

If you know you are going into Cramlington, Wansbeck or Rake 

Lane Hospitals it is helpful to our Chaplains to let them know you 
will be there.  If you are admitted as an emergency, it is always 

possible to ask the staff to let them know, or alternatively email 

the Hospital Chaplaincy... chaplaincy@northumbria.nhs.uk 

Mary’s Meals 
Marys Meals regularly asks us to support them with funds for 

their work, and all that we donate helps them tre-

mendously.  However, they also know that  they 

can’t do without our prayers and they are aware 
that many people support their mission through 

prayer. They would like to invite you to receive 

their monthly prayer email ‘Loaves and Fishes’, which focuses on 
the different ways we can reflect on and pray for their work.  To 

sign up to their mailing list, visit - marysmeals.org.uk/prayer - and 

sign up to receive the email 
 

Food Donations 

As you are unable to leave donations in Church, due to the Dioc-

esan Health and Safety restrictions, there is still a great need for 
this food. The most useful items are: tinned fish, tinned tomatoes, 

tinned chickpeas, biscuits, rice, sugars and toilet rolls.  Toiletries 

such as shampoo, shower gel, deodorant and toothpaste are also 
very useful.  Please do not donate tinned meat or 

baked beans.  All donations can be left with Donald 

Marr at 3 Cottingvale, Morpeth.  Please phone  

01670 505 573 before, to arrange a drop off time, and 
leave a message if there is no reply.  Alternatively, you 

could leave donations with Gerry and Eileen Harber, 22, Dacre 

Street, Morpeth  Please phone  01670 517 829.  Thankyou.  
 

Organ Fund 

If you wish to make a donation towards the costs of the refur-
bishment of the Organ at St Robert’s Church, please use the bank 

details below.  Any contribution towards this will be 

greatly received.  If handing into the Presbytery, or mak-

ing a BACS donation, please indicate your name and 
“Organ” somewhere, so that it can be identified.  Bank 

Details are … 

Morpeth St Robert of Newminster 
Sort Code  40-34-18 

Name of Account “DHN Morpeth St Robert of Newminster” 

Account Number 32010755 

 
“CAFOD Hexham and Newcastle” are hiring 

Could you inspire Catholics to participate in the Church’s mis-

sion, working to overcome poverty and injustice? Do you want to 
work for CAFOD and encourage support and partnership within 

the Church? CAFOD are looking for a Community Participation 

Coordinator to work in the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle.  
Closing date 11 July 2021.   More information on CAFOD Ca-

reers (changeworknow.co.uk)   Martin Brown, 

Community Participation Manager, North East 

– CAFOD,  07796 941 884  
 

Maria Luiza Orphanage Update 

Although the orphanage was officially closed earlier this year by 
the Bulgarian Government, 9 young adults continue to be cared 

for in a new day centre as their needs are so complex they can-

not be placed elsewhere.  Thanks to the generosity of St Bede's 

parishioners we are able to continue to fund Maria to work one 
to one with 2 of these young people. Both Gabriel and Rusko 

have complex mental and physical health needs.  Gabriel is 24 

years old and weighs only 21kg.  Rusco is 23 years old and weighs 
only 12kg.  They were being cared for in the orphanage when 

Beth and Rebecca first visited in 2009 and will benefit greatly 

from Maria's one to one support.  Thank you so much for your 
continued prayers and support.  
 

Ashington and Longhorsley Parishes 

A message from Fr Shaun Purdy: from this coming weekend of  

4th July, the Mass times change at Ashington and Longhorsley.  
The new Mass times are as follows: 

 Ashington, St Aidan: Sunday  9.00am and 5.00pm 

 Longhorsley, St Thomas of Canterbury: Sunday 11.15am 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for July 2021 

Social Friendship:  We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict,  

we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship  

 

The Year of  

St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,   

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man.  
 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 

and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies 2021-2022  
The Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies is managed and 

awarded by the Board of Religious Studies on behalf of the Bish-

ops’ Conference of England and Wales. The programme seeks to 

ensure that participants have a basic understanding of the central 
beliefs of the Catholic faith . This programme is available for cate-

chists, lay leaders and other adults wishing to deepen their under-

standing of the Catholic faith and Catholic education, serving 
teachers in Catholic and other schools, and teachers in training 

preparing to take up posts in Catholic schools.   The CCRS 

course programme is now available for 2021-2022 and there is a 
short presentation shown on the Diocesan website: 

www.edurcdhn.org.uk/courses/ courses_ccrs.php If anyone would 

like further information, please contact Eamonn Diffley at the 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, Department for Education 
on 0191 243 3313 or email education@diocesehn.org.uk 

Ask your MP to vote against abortion up to birth 
The abortion lobby, led by the UK’s largest abortion provider, 

BPAS, has worked with Diana Johnson MP to bring forward an 

amendment to hijack the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 

to introduce abortion on demand, for any reason, up to birth to 
England and Wales.  This would be the sin-

gle biggest change to abortion legislation 

since 1967 and would leave England and 
Wales with one of the most extreme abor-

tion laws in the world. We are expecting 

that this radical proposal will be voted on by MPs this Monday.    
Right To Life UK has launched an easy-to-use tool that makes it 

simple for you to send an email to your MP asking them to vote 

against the motion. Please click the link below to contact your MP 

now. It only takes 30 seconds!  www.righttolife.org.uk/
StopAbortionUpToBirth  

Masses and Intentions this week  

Saturday 3rd July 
Weekday 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: Marie Davis  

St Bede, Bedlington  

St Bede, Bedlington  

Sunday 4th July 

14th Sunday, Year B 

9.00am Mass: Helen & Douglas Cone 

11.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Aoife Steinbeck 

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth 

Monday 5th July  
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Nene & Michael Parker  St Bede, Bedlington  

Tuesday 6th July 
St Maria Goretti 

10.00am Mass: Thomas Foster Beattie (AB)  St Robert, Morpeth  

Wednesday 7th July 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Pauline Price (RS)  St Bede, Bedlington  

Thursday 8th July 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass: Helen Cone St Robert, Morpeth  

Friday 9th July  
St Augustine Zhao Rong & comps 

10.00am Mass: Fr Michael Hickey [NBF] St Bede, Bedlington  

Saturday 10th July 
Weekday 

10.00am Mass for First Holy Communion Children 

11.15am Mass for First Holy Communion Children 

5.00pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Bede, Bedlington 

St Bede, Bedlington 

Sunday 11th July  

15th Sunday Year B 

9.00am Mass: People of the Parish 

11.00am Mass: Jean & William White  

St Robert, Morpeth  

St Robert, Morpeth  

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Ch                                                                                                                                                                                                           

urch 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now be viewed o YouTube at n http://bit.ly/StRobert  Live 

Masses at 9am Sunday, 10am on Tuesday and 10am Thursday. or as a recording on the above Parish 

Diocesan Vacancy:  A vacancy has arisen for the appointment of a Communications and Marketing Officer based in Newcastle.  Clos-

ing date for applications is Tuesday 20th July 2021. Please see visit the diocesan website at http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/hr/diovac.php  


