
‘Eternal Life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent….’ 

 

Today we are privy to Jesus' prayer made on our behalf at the close of his ministry on earth.  In 

this prayer, we are reminded that Jesus had finished the work that he had come to do.  Jesus 

had made God’s name known, so that all could share in eternal life.  However, for this to hap-

pen, we have to carry the baton and keep Jesus’ teaching alive in a world bursting with conflict-

ing values. 

 

On this Sunday we celebrate World Communication Day, and it feels a timely opportunity to 

consider the task we have been set.  The first disciples continued Jesus' mission without planes, 

trains, without a postal service, without TV or radio and without the internet.  Yet thanks to 

these early disciples we are all very familiar with the promise of eternal life, even though these 

words were spoken over two thousand years ago.  

 

Today we are set a very particular challenge.  Because of the Coronavirus pandemic we are 

asked to bring Christ’s teachings to others, without leaving our homes.  We are tasked with 

keeping Jesus’ teaching alive by the use of social media, websites, radio, TV and by platforms 

such as Zoom and Microsoft Teams.  Suddenly many people and numerous church communities 

are all becoming experts on platforms from which we can host Bible groups, prayer meetings, 

live streamed Mass and even virtual ‘coffee mornings’, (albeit you need to provide your own 

coffee and biscuit.)  We can produce our own films on YouTube,  mount our own campaigns 

digitally using websites and online petitions.  The opportunities for evangelising in our twenty 

first century are boundless and exciting.    

 

In the ‘old normal’ we might have protested that we were all far too busy to 

take on the important task of evangelisation.  However, with the ‘new nor-

mal’, and with most of us still stuck at home, the time is ripe for Christians 

everywhere to reach out with fresh imagination and the determination of 

Jesus’ very first disciples. 

Sunday 24th May 2020 — Seventh Sunday of Easter  

Parish Priest:  Father Peter J Stott 
St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 
St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
 

www.strobertsmorpeth.com  |  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk  |  Northumberland Listening Service 07732 980740 

 

 

 

 

PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

Saint Bede’s  

Catholic Church 

Catholic Row 

BEDLINGTON 

NE22 6HS 

Saint Robert of Newminster  

Catholic Church 

Oldgate 

MORPETH 

NE61 1QF 



Please pray for: New Members of the Church; Voca-

tions; Human Work; The Right Use of the Media; The 

Church.  Please pray for family members, parishioners 

and those we know who are sick and unwell, for those 

in hospital, recovering from or awaiting surgery, all 

suffering from COVID-19; for all who have died includ-

ing Jean Burke (Bedlington) whose Funeral Service 

will be held on Thursday 28th May at Bedlington Cem-

etery; for Graham Hall, (Pegswood) whose Funeral 

Service takes place on 2nd June at West Road Crematorium, New-

castle; for Rosemary Swanson (Stakeford) who died recently; 

and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time.    

 

Novena to the Holy Spirit 

Prayers for making a Novena to the Holy Spirit as we prepare to 

celebrate the Feast of Pentecost are to be found on the St Rob-

ert’s Parish Website. 

 

Websites and Facebook Pages 

Our Parish Websites and Facebook pages are updated regularly, 

and the Parish Newsletter is available on our website each week.  

Please remember also that the diocesan website 

www.rcdhn.org.uk and the Bishops’ Conference website 

www.cbcew.org.uk contain many useful links that may be helpful 

to you at this time. 

 

Rosary for Vocations 

Throughout the month of May we are encouraged to 

pray the Rosary and asked especially to pray the rosary 

for vocations.  A new resource to help with this—

reflections on the Rosary, by our diocesan students—is 

available on the diocesan website. 

 

Praying the Rosary on Pentecost Day 

Throughout May Pope Francis has asked us to pray the Rosary and 

he gave us two additional prayers to say at the conclusion of the 

prayer.  These are available on our website.  As we conclude next 

Sunday, Monsignor  John Armitage, the Rector at the national 

Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham, has invited each Diocese to 

take part in a Rosary Relay on 31 May.  Each Diocese has been 

asked to encourage their people to pray the Rosary either individ-

ually, or where possible in groups, during a designated hour.  The 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle been asked to pray the Rosary 

at 4.00pm on Pentecost Sunday. We are all asked to 

join in and pray the Rosary at that time and Bishop 

Robert will lead this at St Mary’s Cathedral at 4pm 

and it will be live streamed from the Cathedral and 

their YouTube channel. 

Your Church Offering—THANK YOU 

These are difficult times for many people, and for some especially, 

things are financially difficult, but I am very grateful to all those who 

are continuing to make regular donations, inspite of the practical 

difficulties in doing so at this time.  Our Parishes still have bills to 

pay but no regular weekly income.  If able, you can drop envelopes 

off at the Presbytery, or just keep them each week until we meet 

again in church.  You can also make your weekly offering to the 

Church by setting up a Standing Order so that your donation will 

be taken out of your bank account every month.  Standing Order 

Mandates are available on the Parish websites.  Alternatively, if you 

wish to make a donation by BACS directly from your own bank 

account at a time suitable to you, you can access bank details from 

the Mandates on the websites.  If you pay tax and wish to also join 

the Gift Aid Scheme, please email the Presbytery and arrangements 

will be made for a Gift Aid Form to be forwarded to you.     Fr Peter 

 

Praying together in a time of need 

If you can offer some time at prayer, each evening at 6pm, then 

you will be joining together spiritually with other members of the 

parish community.  You can use this time for quiet prayer, joining 

in an online Mass, or you can pray the Rosary, the Stations of the 

Cross, the Stations of the Resurrection, the Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy, or Evening Prayer of the Church ….. it actually doesn't 

matter what we do, as long as we’re doing something at the same 

time as one another and joining together in prayer. 

 

Keeping us updated with your contact information 

The last Parish database at St Bede’s Parish was put together in 

2001 and the most recent census at St Robert’s was in 2011.  

Now that we are in 2020, it is obvious that in some 

cases the contact information we hold for you might 

be out of date.  If you have moved house, changed 

telephone number, got an email address since these 

databases were compiled, please let us know.  Use 

parish email addresses to update your information. 

 

Newsletter by Email 

If you would like to go onto our mailing list for the weekly News-

letter as we are not printing paper copies, please send your email 

address to Fr Peter at St Robert’s and you will be added and the 

Newsletter will be emailed each weekend. 

 

The Pope Video 

The Pope Video is a monthly video with notes that highlights the 

Holy Father’s monthly intentions for prayer.  During this month of 

May the intention is for Deacons.  Follow this link to watch and 

read.  thepopevideo.org 

Masses and Intentions this week 
Saturday 23rd May Weekday of Easter Deceased Members of the Onono Family  

Sunday 24th May  Seventh Sunday of Easter People of the Parish  

Monday 25th May  St Bede The Venerable  Dolly Brew 

Tuesday 26th May St Philip Neri Joseph McCole  

Wednesday 27th May St Augustine of Canterbury Holy Souls  

Thursday 28th May Weekday of Easter / St Paul VI Special Intention (GS)  

Friday 29th May  Weekday of Easter Intentions of Kascia Glancy (21st B’day) 

Saturday 30th May  Weekday of Easter Sheila Brown 

Sunday 31st May  Pentecost Sunday People of the Parish 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for May 2020 

For Deacons:  We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor,  
may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church 



Masses for the Sick and those who care for them 

On Thursday 28th May at 7pm, Bishop Terence Drainey will cele-

brate Mass for those who are affected by the Covid-19 Corona-

virus - the sick and their families, NHS workers and all other key-

workers.  The Mass will be livestreamed from St Mary’s Cathedral, 

Middlesbrough and can be viewed by visiting the Cathedral 

webpage or cbcew.org.uk 

 

Thanks to those who are caring for us ….. 

As the situation with the Coronavirus continues, and we continue 

to be asked to keep “social distances” from one another until such 

time as the Government issues further guidance, we continue to 

pray for the many people who are looking after our needs.    

There are many doctors, nurses and care workers, as well as other 

NHS workers and chaplains and others who are working for all the 

emergency services, in our parishes and amongst our families and 

friends.  Our school staff are keeping our schools open to provide 

a safe place for our children while their parents are at work.  

Those who work in our shops and supermarkets are doing a won-

derful job and we are relying on so many delivery drivers and those 

who work for the Royal Mail at this time.  We are very proud of 

everyone who is living the gospel in words and action and doing 

their best to care for those in need and we pray for them all.  

“In so far as you did this to the least of these brothers of mine, you did it 

to me” (Matthew 25:40) 

 

Keeping our schools open 

Our Headteachers and school staff at the moment are having a bit 

of a struggle to keep on top of all the paperwork that keeps com-

ing out from the government and Local Education Authorities on 

the re-introduction of children back into our schools.  Our schools 

have remained open all the way through lockdown and now they 

have to plan to try to adapt  to the new school life in June.  We 

thank all our school staff for all they do and pray for them all at 

this time. 

 

St Bede’s Primary School Conversion Process 

The Governors of St Bede’s School recently agreed to apply to 

convert to academy status in accordance with the decision made 

by the Diocesan Board of Directors recently that all our diocesan 

schools should form four new Multi-Academy Trusts.  The Trust 

for Northumberland, North Tyneside and Newcastle is the Bish-

op Bewick Catholic Education Trust.  

St Benet Biscop School has already con-

verted to this new Trust.  The Governors 

of St Bede’s School now have to consult 

all interested parties and letters have 

been sent to all parents.  Staff have al-

ready been consulted.  All documentation 

for parents and interested parties is avail-

able on the school website. 

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

If you are struggling with “lockdown”, “shielding”, “self-isolation” 

or any other issue and need to talk to someone?  If there is some-

thing bothering you and you need to talk, please remember that 

we have the Northumberland Listening Service set up by parishes 

in this area of Northumberland several years ago.  The number is 

“Northumberland Listening Service”   07732 980740. 

 

Northumbria Healthcare Trust 

Do you know of anyone who might join the newly created PPE 

Manufacturing Team in Cramlington?  Northumbria Healthcare 

Trust have an urgent requirement for experienced sewing machin-

ists to join their team as bank staff.  They will be joining a newly 

created team of skilled bank machinists to manufacture PPE for the 

frontline staff in the Trust.  These are immediate and urgent vacan-

cies. If you know anyone who might be able to help please ask 

them to get in touch.  The job reference is 319-24201 42TL.  More 

details on the Trust website. 

 

 

The God Who Speaks 

Scripture is at the centre of everything the Church does. The 

Word of God shapes our prayer and worship.  The Bible shows us 

how to understand the world, how we are called to 

live and relate to each other.    2020 is the 10th anni-

versary of ‘Verbum Domini’ – Pope Benedict XVI’s 

Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’ 

and the 1,600th anniversary of St Jerome’s death.  

These dates have inspired the Catholic Bishops’ Con-

ference of England and Wales to dedicate 2020 as a 

year of focus on the Bible and ‘The God Who Speaks’.  Each 

month there is a different focus.  The focus this month is from 

Ascension to Pentecost. You can download reflections and art-

work at www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/

focus/  The diocese has also produced its own ‘Visio Divina’ book-

let, using pictures to help us pray with the Word of God, and a link 

is on the diocesan website. 

 

European Union Citizens  

All EU, EEA and Swiss citizens living in the UK are required by the 

government to apply through its Settlement Scheme to continue 

living, working and accessing services here. The deadline for appli-

cations is 30 June 2021. Details and links to the application process 

can be found at: gov.uk/eusettledstatus.   Please bring this to the 

attention of friends, relatives and fellow parishioners who may 

need to apply. Assistance for those who may have difficulty apply-

ing is available at: gov.uk/help-eu-settlement-scheme.  The Catholic 

Church in England and Wales stands in solidarity with all European 

citizens who have made their homes here.  They are a valued part 

of our parishes, schools and communities.  

 

If you need support ….. 

Northumberland Communities Together: 01670 620015 is the 

County Council’s Covid-19 support hub that can get food or sup-

plies out to anyone in need via community volunteers.  That is for 

anyone in Northumberland, no matter how big or small their need.  

If you are struggling with managing at home and need support for 

basic things like food, and have been unable to get help from family, 

friends or local community groups, the council has set up a Com-

munity Response Hub as part of “Northumberland Communities 

Together”.    

 If you need immediate assistance, you or someone you 

know should email - northumberlandcommunitiestogeth-

er@northumberland.gov.uk   or telephone 01670 620015 

between 9am to 6pm, seven days a week. 

 If you are worried about the immediate welfare (health or 

well-being) of a child or adult contact Onecall - 01670 

536400 - 24 hour service, 365 days a year. 

 If you have a medical condition which makes you extremely 

vulnerable to coronavirus (COVID-19), you may be eligible 

for shielding support. Shielding is a measure to protect peo-

ple who are clinically extremely vulnerable by reducing in-

teraction with others.   Full information is available on  ….. 

www.northumberland.gov.uk/coronavirus/Shielding.aspx 

 

Prayer to Our Lady Health of the Sick 

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salva-

tion and hope.  We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.  

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with stead-

fast faith.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 

need.  We are certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at 

Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might return after this moment of 

trial.  Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the 

Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:  He who took our suf-

ferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through 

the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. 

We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.  

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test –  

and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 


