
24th Sunday Year C 

Saturday 10th September 2016 

  

What was it about the prodigal son that took him back home when everything had gone wrong?  He 

took five steps to get back to the family atmosphere of his father’s house. 

  

First, he recognised the senselessness of his sinful condition.  This can be hard.  We fool ourselves 

that our sin is really quite harmless or maybe even just a bit of fun. Yet eventually the realisation 

comes upon us that what we are doing is not making us fuller people but simply stunting our 

development.  We are brought short and forced to face the truth that the grass is in fact greener 

where we used to be. 

  

Repentance is the second step.  The awakening brought about by the hopelessness of our situation 

leads us to accept that we’ve been going in the wrong direction long enough and it’s time to turn 

around and go back.  It forces us to admit that we alone are responsible for the mess we are in; sin is 

our choice and nobody forces us.  And what the prodigal son really wanted was not just some food 

but the restoration of his relationship with his father. 

  

Repentance must always be accompanied by honesty.  There’s no point in making excuses for what 

we have done. The son could have blamed the home situation, his father or his brother, the farmer 

who gave him a job with the pigs, etc.  But the less we are found making excuses the more likely we 

are to be serious about changing our way of life. 

  

When he repented the son displayed humility.  He simply acknowledged that he had sinned, was 

sorry and did not deserve to be called a son any more.  He knew he had disgraced his family and 

friends, accepted it and was determined to do something about it.  He set no conditions to his 

confession. 

  

Then he made his resolution to go back home.  He didn’t ask for time to consider things, 

procrastinate and put things off.  He did something about it, left his sorry situation and determined 

to start things afresh.  Five steps.  But the only ones that would take him back to the feast.  And us? 

  

Mass and Service Times and Intentions 

  



Saturday       10th Sept.           5.30pm         Vigil Mass: Dcd Mbrs Goonan Fam 

Monday        12th Sept.                                  NO MASS 

Tuesday        13th Sept.          10.00am        Word and Communion Service 

Thursday      15th Sept.          10.00am        Word and Communion Service 

Friday            16th Sept.            9.20am        Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

                                                                           NO MASS 

Saturday       17th Sept.             5.30pm        Vigil Mass: Bob Quinn 

  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Friday 9.20am to 9.50 am 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 5.00pm - 5.15 pm 

  

Please pray for: 

· all who are sick; all who have died recently including Brian Marshall of The Hartlands, Bedlington, 

who died suddenly this week.  Funeral Arrangements to be announced later. 

· Students and Teachers; the spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the fruits of human work and the 

reverent use of creation; Justice and Peace in the world; all victims of war; young people; prisoners 

and their families. 

  

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for September 

Universal: Centrality of the Human Person.  That each may contribute to the common good and to 

the building of a society that places the human person at the centre. 

Evangelization: Mission to Evangelize.  That by participating in the Sacraments and meditating on 

Scripture, Christians may become more aware of their mission to evangelize. 

  

Tea and Coffee … is served after Mass every Saturday evening. Everyone is welcome. 

  



Special Collections 

There will be a special collection of the 11th September for the Catholic Education Service.  There 

will also be a Special Collection on 17th September for Home Mission Sunday.  Please use one of 

your envelopes if you’re in the Gift Aid Scheme. 

  

Forward Together in Hope 

On Wednesday 28th September, we will hold a Parish Meeting to discuss the next stages of Forward 

Together in Hope as outlined by Fr Peter at Mass recently.  Then on Thursday 6th October, the 

Diocesan Forward Together in Hope Team are holding a meeting for all the parishes in our Vicariate 

of Northumberland to discuss the next part of how we plan the way forward in our parishes.  The 

meeting is to be held at St Benet Biscop Academy from 7pm (duration approx. 2 hours). There is an 

open invitation to clergy, Forward Together in Hope lay representatives, parish members and school 

representatives. The purpose of the meeting is: To provide participants with a brief update on where 

we are on the Forward Together in Hope journey; To present a vision of what new partnerships 

could be like.; To confirm expectations about the next stages of the process – and the development 

of partnership proposals;  To provide the opportunity for participants to discuss and clarify any 

specific issues.  Those who wish to attend are asked to complete a Booking available from Fr Peter or 

Tony Hart and to return it by 23rd September to the FTiH office in Newcastle.  Form is also available 

on http://hope.rcdhn.org.uk/ 

  

Open House 6th Anniversary 

On Tuesday 13th September, Ashington Male Voice Choir will lead a Musical Concert in St Bede’s 

Church.  That date marks six years since Open House first began.  The Choir will begin at 6.30pm in 

the Church and refreshments will be served in the Hall.  Admission to this event is FREE but 

donations towards the refreshments would be appreciated.  

  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every Friday morning before the 10am Mass, from 

9.20am.  It is a wonderful opportunity for half an hour of quiet prayer.  Why not come along and 

experience the quietness of God’s presence. 

  

Celebrate North East 

Celebrate North East is a non-residential, Catholic Charismatic Weekend Conference, being held on 

5th and 6th November at St Joseph’s Academy, Hebburn, and will include catholic teaching, 

workshops, lively praise and worship, opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and haling 



prayer and Mass.  Bookings forms available now and also on www.celebrateconference.org. or 

contact Gerry Nelson on 0191 252 1958 or Email: northeast@celebrateconference.org 

  

Diocesan Altar Servers Mass 

Bishop Seamus will be celebrating Mass for all Diocesan Altar Servers on Saturday 15th October at 

11am at St Mary’s Cathedral in Newcastle.  All Servers are welcome to attend [taking your Alb with 

you]. parents and parishioners welcome too. Those going should complete a Reply Form available 

from the Sacristy, before 15th September. 

  

Sacrament of Confirmation Preparation 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation will begin on Sunday 11th September at 7pm in the 

Parish Hall at St Robert’s.  The preparation will be led by the Life Teen co-ordinator, Cody, and we 

invite other Catechists to be involved.   Young People in Year 9 and above in September who wish to 

be confirmed should collect a form from Fr. Peter.   The Confirmation Mss will be celebrated at St 

Robert’s on 5th December for young people from both parishes. 

  

Day of Recollection for Eucharistic Ministers 

A Day of Recollection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will  be held at Minsteracres 

Retreat House on Saturday 8th October 2016, and will be led by Deacon Rob Wareing. This Day is for 

the Parishes in the Northumberland Deaneries and is an ideal opportunity for our two deaneries to 

start working together more closely.  Coffee and tea will be served from 10:00am, with the day itself 

starting at 10.30am.   Those  who wish to go are asked to contact the Parish Secretary, Judith 

Chaffey at St Mary’s Hexham  01434 603119 or  e-mail email@stmaryshexham.plus.com 

  

New Liturgy Courses in the Diocese 

The Diocesan Department for Liturgy have arranged Courses for new Extraordinary Ministers, new 

Lay Leaders for Celebrations in the absence of a Priest, a Sacristans course and a Day of Recollection 

for Ministers.  If anyone is willing to commit themselves as new Ministers of Holy Communion or to 

be Commissioned as Lay Leaders of Holy Communion, or wish to go on the Sacristans Course please 

speak to Fr Peter. 

  

Preparing for Baptism 

For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must be a baptised Catholic. Mass on a Saturday 

Evening or a Sunday is expected. One of the godparents is also expected to be a practising Catholic. 

We ask parents also to attend the Baptism Preparation meeting. Any parents wishing to attend 



should speak to Fr Peter. After the Baptism Preparation, the parents should speak once again to Fr 

Peter and make arrangements for an appointment to fix a date for a Baptism.   The next Preparation 

Meeting will be held at St Robert’s Church on 22nd September at 7.30pm 

  

Charity Concert at St Mary’s Cathedral 

The Simon Bates Foundation is organising a Charity Concert to be held at St Mary's Cathedral on 

Saturday 22nd October at 7.00pm. The concert features the Felling Male Voice choir, Glynwood 

Primary Choir, the Swing Bridge Singers and Flotsom and will be hosted by Paul Mooney.  For 

concert tickets please contact Mick McCabe on 07969107791 – tickets £10. 

  

CATHOLIC? GOING TO UNIVERSITY THIS YEAR? 

Make sure you look out for your Catholic Chaplaincy…  

Most of our Universities and Higher Education Institutions have a dedicated Catholic Chaplain based 

in the university or the local parish. The Catholic Chaplaincy is a place for you to explore your faith as 

a young adult, to meet other young people with similar interests from a great range of backgrounds, 

and to get involved in activities and social outreach. If you already have a strong faith, this is a 

chance to deepen it. If you are full of questions and doubts, this is a chance to share them and 

search for some honest answers about life and faith. Everyone is welcome.   To find your local 

Chaplaincy, and for contact details of all the University Chaplains and Catholic Student Societies, visit 

the “CathChaps” website at: www.cathchaps.co.uk 

  

Day of Prayer for Peace 

It is a request from the Holy Father that a Day of Prayer for Peace be promoted in our parishes on 

20th September 2016.  On this day there will be an Inter-Religious gathering in Assisi presided over 

by Pope Francis.  Please join with all those in Assisi  and pray for Peace. 

  

Care for Creation 

Further to the recent message from the Holy Father on the Care for Creation, there are liturgical 

resources available on the Liturgy Office website  www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/  The opportunity to 

celebrate this theme, especially through Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is open from 1st 

September until 4th October – the feast of St Francis.  Bishop Seamus has encouraged to pray about 

this. 

  

Annual Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham 



Mass will be celebrated on 28th September at 7pm at St Thomas Aquinas Church, North Road, 

Darlington to mark the Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham.  All welcome. 

  

Course for Catechists 

The Diocesan Course for Catechists, ‘Catechesis in the Mission of the Church’ begins in September.  

Its purpose is to support those already involved in catechesis to further develop their own faith and 

understanding and also to offer a structured programme for those interested in becoming a 

catechist.  Each of the modules offers a time of prayer, teaching, reflection and also a time for 

questions.  As well as the 18 modules spread over three terms, there will also be offered sessions of 

preparation for the specific areas of catechesis i.e. Baptism, Reconciliation and Eucharist and a Day 

of Recollection. A booklet with full information and Booking Forms are available from the Parish 

Office and is also on the diocesan website. 

  

Getting Involved in Parish Life 

What can you offer to your parish?  Is there something not happening in the parish that you would 

like to see, or indeed like to lead?  Are there ways you might be actively involved in the life of our 

parish?  You might have skills yet unseen in our parish!!  Whatever way you think you can be 

involved, whether in one of the parish ministries or if you think you are able to do something that 

would benefit the parish, please speak to Fr Peter. 


