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There is no dichotomy between man and 

God's image. Whoever tortures a human 

being, whoever abuses a human being, 

whoever outrages a human being, abuses 

God's image. 

 

Archbishop Oscar Romero 
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MEDITATION AND REFLECTION: THOU SHALT NOT TORTURE 

by 

Cardinal Roger Etchegaray [1] 

What a strange era ours is that finds itself with the responsibility of 
drafting a new commandment that God didn't even imagine when He 
gave to Moses the sacred tablets! Thou shalt not torture. The reality is 
that today we torture and greatly. We need to wake up our consciences, 
little tortured by the reality of torture. 

Torture is spreading throughout the world. In certain countries it is 
institutionalized; it becomes even a way to govern, camouflaged beneath 
psychiatric treatments or slogans of national security. We invent refined 
systems to torture properly, without leaving a trace. We export 
sophisticated torture equipment as much as we do household appliances. 
With this rationalizing of torture, the Inquisition, says Pierre Emmanuel, 
was nothing but a fairytale. [2] 

Our mind is thus getting used to seeing the most monstrous things. At 
first we refuse to believe it, then we react swiftly or slowly. And soon, we 
slide down a slippery slope, made of all our neglects, in all of which we 
are complicit. The slightest sign by which we despise our fellow people 
can, from scorn to contempt, make us heartless and even gratified 
executioners. 

What a strange era ours is that we can boast of seeing torture 
forbidden by the constitutions and universal declarations and are amazed 
to learn that torture spreads with the most subtle pseudo-justifications! 
Pope Paul VI has spoken of it as a dangerous 'epidemic.' 'Torture, ' he 
says, 'is to be absolutely condemned, it is never permissible, not even 
under the pretext of exercising justice and defending the public order...' 
We must further radicalize the fight against torture, not accepting half 
measures, make a principle of denouncing torture whatever the motive 
or the place may be. 

A magnificent mission calls Christians to the forefront of the struggle 
for the abolition of torture with the same momentum as other 
generations fought slavery. Let us beware: this evil is like the second-
headed Hydra. It resurfaces quickly, everywhere and in ourselves. 

Give us courage and perseverance. 
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References 

[1] Roger Etchegary (1922-2019) was a French Cardinal of the Roman 
Catholic Church and Head of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
(from 1984). He visited several countries marred by conflict or war, 
including Bosnia, where he celebrated Mass in Sarajevo and Mostar 
during shelling (1992), as well as Burundi, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Mozambique, South Africa under apartheid and Burma, whose 
government had warned him in advance not to mention justice and peace 
or the opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. He also spent some weeks 
learning English with Derek Worlock, then a parish priest at St Mary and 
St Michael in Commercial Road, east London. 

 

[2] Pierre Emmanuel (1916-1984) was a Christian-inspired French poet 
who believed in the Redemption as the organizing event of human 
history. Key themes in his work were a hatred of tyranny — whether of a 
political regime, an authoritarian religion, or an intellectual system. He 
believed firmly in the importance of love and that God is love.  

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019 

At the AGM, held at St James's Church in Spanish Place, London, on 5 
October 2019 the following committee members were (re-)elected: Derek 
Lewis (Secretary), Maurice Dyson (Treasurer), Audrey Wells (death 
penalty), Naomi Bowen (minutes and now full member), Morris Johns and 
Kevin Burr.  

The talk on drones and extra-judicial executions/assassinations given by 
Sarah Bekkali proved riveting — as have previous contributions from 
Reprieve. A summary of her talk will appear in our next (Easter) 
newsletter. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS AND GROUPS 
 

ACAT member Elisabeth Leicester has received a reply from Linda Carty 
on death row in Texas (and first featured in our Christmas Greetings 
Campaign 2017). Linda is a fairly regular respondent to Elisabeth and her 
letters reflect a variety of emotions, ranging from gratitude or the 
support she has received from well-wishers to personal reinforcement of 
the conviction of her innocence and of her Christian faith. 

 
FIACAT CONFERENCE REPORT 2019 

ACAT-UK was represented by two members of its Committee, Naomi 
Bowen and Audrey Wells, at the Annual Meeting of European ACATs in 
Barcelona 10-13 October. We stayed at the Convent of the Benedictine 
sisters whose beautiful singing in Catalan, accompanied by an organ, at 
services eight times a day in their church, could sometimes be heard 
elsewhere in the convent. Naomi and I attended their Vespers services 
and were surprised and impressed by the fact that only about 12 nuns 
produced singing of such volume and beauty. They prepared the food and 
ran the hostel side of the convent. Some of them were members of 
ACAT/Spain, whose HQ is in the convent. They therefore attended our 
conference. I was surprised to find that some of them enthusiastically 
supported the Catalan independence movement, but more of that later. 

 

Human Rights — the Voice of the Church 

The first speaker at the conference was Alfonso Zardi, General Delegate 
of Pax Christi at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg (this Council is 
nothing to do with the EU, of course). His subject was 'The Climate of 
Human Rights Protection in Europe Today'. He said that this protection 
had been degraded by the rise of populism and the increase in migration. 
This could be seen, for example, in the policies of the Fidesz party in 
Hungary and the recently re-elected Law and Justice party in Poland. I 
asked during question time whether the churches should speak out more 
regarding the treatment of refugees and human rights, especially bearing 
in mind the fact that the churches had not spoken out loudly and early 
enough against the rise of Nazism in Germany. The chairman of the 
meeting, from ACAT-France, who was also a priest, suggested that we 
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should then discuss briefly the 'prophetic voice of the church', speaking 
out against social injustices like the prophets of old. We did so and were 
agreed that this aspect had been neglected, so we should work to urge 
the churches to raise their voice and make it heard. 

 

The CPT 

The next speaker was Patrick Muller, a member of the European 
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (the CPT).This was set up by the Council of 
Europe in 1989. It visits places of detention where the inmates cannot 
leave by choice, including social care homes and psychiatric hospitals as 
well as prisons, police stations, juvenile detention centres and holding 
centres for detainees. The Committee visits all 47 member states of the 
Council of Europe every four years but also makes 'ad hoc' visits to places 
of detention in any of these states if alerted to the possibility of torture or 
inhuman treatment there. It prepares reports on its visits, which are only 
published with the permission of the member states. 

The sorts of findings can be violence, overcrowding, bullying and any 
form of ill treatment. If the Committee thought this last resulted from low 
staff morale because of working conditions and poor pay it would note 
this too. It can raise these matters with the country's relevant authorities. 
(In May 2019, for example, a CPT delegation visited the UK to examine 
the conditions in local male prisons and juvenile detention centres to 
follow up on its findings in 2016 regarding violence, restraint, the use of 
force and segregation. It met with relevant ministers and heads of 
organisations in the UK.) It was agreed by the participants of the FIACAT 
conference that the CPT does excellent work, yet not enough people 
knew about it. It was particularly relevant to the current concern 
regarding treatment of migrants and refugees in detention centres. 

At a workshop on recruitment later it was suggested that ACATs could 
recruit more old age pensioners (who have the time for letter writing) by 
advertising ourselves as the organisation that would prevent them being 
abuse in retirement homes! However it was generally thought that this 
was beyond our remit. 

We had workshops on sharing our resources and how to make 
ourselves more effective. I asked if ACAT-USA could be galvanised as we 
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never hear about it. The FIACAT committee agreed it would ask ACAT-
Canada to contact it. 

The timing of the FIACAT conference in Barcelona was very apposite as 
the sentencing of the Catalan separatist leaders was due the day after the 
conference finished. In view of this the sister of one of them, Jordi Turull, 
who was in pre-trial custody, gave a moving talk on his plight. Part of her 
talk is reproduced below. 

On Sunday, after an ecumenical service, the conference closed. Naomi 
and I returned to the UK, wishing we could have stayed on a day to enjoy 
the warm sunshine that was not apparent during most of our stay. 
However these regretful feelings soon changed to relief as we realised we 
would have been caught up in the occupation of Barcelona's airport by 
the Catalan separatists, furious at their leaders' heavy prison sentences. 
As two short appeals on behalf of the separatists' leaders are included 
below, it is relevant to give some background information to the crisis. 

 

The Imprisonment of the Catalan Separatist Leaders 

In 2017 some members of Catalonia's government and parliament 
together with other leading separatist activists tried to declare 
independence from Spain. They were arrested and jailed in 'preventive 
detention' awaiting a trial which ended in June this year. The verdicts 
were announced on 14 October when Spain's Supreme Court sentenced 
nine Catalan politicians and activists to jail terms of between 9 and 13 
years for crimes of sedition; four of them were also found guilty of misuse 
of public funds. Three were found only guilty of disobedience and were 
only fined. Jordi Turull, whose sister spoke to our conference, received a 
jail term of 12 years. 

 

Background to the Catalan Independence Movement 

Catalonia is a semi-autonomous region in north-east Spain with a 
distinct history dating back almost 1,000 years and a long history of 
antipathy to the Spanish monarchy. In 1931 it was granted broad 
autonomy as Spain became a republic. This did not last long. The 1936-39 
Spanish Civil War saw much of the fighting — and literary romanticising 
— centred on Catalonia, which was a Republican stronghold. Franco's 
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victory meant an end to Catalan autonomy. After his death in 1975 
democracy was restored and Catalonia gained some autonomy. The 
wealthy region has about 7.5 million people, with its own language, 
parliament, flag and anthem. However, Catalan nationalists have long 
complained that their region sends too much money to poorer parts of 
Spain, as taxes are controlled by Madrid. They also say that Spain's 
changes to their autonomous status in 2010 undermined Catalan identity. 
The Spanish Constitutional Court struck down attempts by the Catalan 
government to place the Catalan language above Spanish in Catalonia. It 
also ruled that the phrase 'Catalan nation' has no legal meaning. 

In a referendum on 1 October 2017, declared illegal by Spain's 
Constitutional Court, about 90% of Catalan voters backed independence. 
But the turnout was only 43%. The ruling separatists in the Catalan 
parliament then declared independence on 27 October. Angered by that 
move, Madrid imposed direct rule by invoking Article 155 of the 
constitution. The Spanish government sacked the Catalan leaders, 
dissolved parliament and called a snap regional election on 21 December 
2017 which the nationalist parties won. Carles Puigdemont, the former 
Catalan president, fled into exile but is wanted in Spain, accused of 
sedition and the misuse of public funds, as are four members of his 
cabinet who fled with him. In June 2018 Catalan nationalists regained 
control of the region from Madrid's direct rule after a new government 
was sworn in. Quim Torra, a close ally of Carles Puigdemont, now leads 
the regional government. Spain is now plunged into its biggest political 
crisis for 40 years. Both sides need to moderate their responses and seek 
negotiation. The separatists seem to have been hijacked by extremists. 

Whatever you may think of the Catalan separatist leaders it is clear that 
their sentences are far too harsh. An important step to restoring stability 
to Barcelona would be their release. Therefore here are two short draft 
appeals for you to send, with your own variations, to the Spanish 
Ambassador here and the Cardinal of Barcelona in Spain if you wish. 

 

The Spanish Ambassador 
His Excellency Carlos Bastarreche 
Embassy of Spain 
39 Chesham Place, London SW1X8SB 
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E-mail: emb.londres@maec.es 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Suggested letter: 

Salutation 

I was deeply shocked by the very heavy sentences given to the nine 
Catalan separatist leaders for alleged 'sedition' on 14 October 2019. They 
have not been violent nor have they harmed anyone. The 
disproportionate response of the Spanish government has clearly been 
counter-productive. I am writing to ask if you could use your influence to 
secure the release of these political prisoners or at least a drastic 
reduction of their sentence. Fines or community service might be more 
appropriate for these people, most of whom have served their regional 
community with distinction. 

Thank you 

Yours faithfully 

 

Archbishop Cardinal Omella of Barcelona 
Arzobispado 
Carrer del Bisbe 5 
08002 Barcelona 
Spain 
Tel: +34 932701012 
Fax: +34 932701303 
Email: secgral@arqbcn.cat 
Salutation: Dear Cardinal 

 

Suggested letter:  

Salutation 

I am writing to ask if you will try to mediate with the Spanish 
government, urging that forgiveness be shown to the 9 Catalan separatist 
leaders whose sentences were disproportionately harsh and are causing 
so much hatred and unrest. 

Thank you 

Yours sincerely 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/emb.londres@maec.es
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/secgral@arqbcn.cat
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[Spanish version]  

Querido Cardenal Omella 

Le escribo para preguntarle si intentará mediar con el gobierno 
español, instando a que se muestre el perdón a los 9 líderes separatistas 
catalanes cuyas sentencias fueron desproporcionadamente duras y están 
causando tanto odio y malestar. 

Gracias 

Tuyo sinceramente 

 

FIACAT: CONFERENCE ADDRESS by ISABEL TURULL 
 

The sentences on the Catalan separatists were announced two days 
after Isabel gave this address. 

'Hello. My name is Isabel Turull. I'm the sister of Jordi Turull – a political 
prisoner of Spain in the 21st century [pictured]. I begin writing these 
notes sitting next to my father in an ICU room at a local hospital near the 
town where I live. I've been here for too many long days and I feel quite 
exhausted, both physically and emotionally. In October I will have to give 
a talk at the FIACAT gathering in Barcelona. Maybe it's a sign of the cruel 
times my family is currently living through. 

Seeing my father lying next to me in such 
a critical condition, I ask myself: What 
greater torture is there for a father than 
seeing yourself in a situation near the end 
of your life on this earth and not being able 
to have next to you your son so that you 
can share with him your last moments? 

A son who has been in preventive 
incarceration for over twenty months for 
crimes the state, public prosecutors and a 
third party have accused him of, but have 

yet to prove any wrongdoing. A loving, compassionate, loyal, determined, 
honest, caring and devoted son, who has never hurt a soul, who has 
never scammed anyone, who has never stolen anything. A son whom, just 
like me, our parents raised with the Christian values of love, service and 
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respect for others' ideas under the guiding principle of 'love thy 
neighbour'. 

My parents are believers and Catholic practitioners, not just because 
they go to church, but because they conform with Gospel teachings. As I 
am sitting here I can't help wondering if they deserve to end their days 
watching how their son is suffering from this ignominious injustice. My 
brother is in prison today precisely because of the Christian education our 
parents instilled in us, that sense of responsibility and commitment to 
always strive for a better and more just world for all. 

Today, in spite of this whole situation, I am grateful. I am grateful for 
the Christian values instilled in me during my formative years that today 
help me bear this injustice without hate or resentment, and that give me 
the strength I need when I feel I no longer have anything left. 

But there is something I do not understand at all. Where is the voice of 
the ecclesiastical hierarchy, asking for an explanation about these 
preventive incarcerations that hurt us? Have they stopped asking the 
ethical question: What would Jesus do? In case of doubt as to whether 
they are guilty or not, would Jesus side with the established power or 
would He have wanted to know the prisoners' characters, and have sided 
with the weak and downtrodden? 

Despite what the doctors tell me (my father has now been in hospital 
for two months, and already the doctors have twice prepared me for his 
imminent end), I still have hope that he will get well and live.  

[...] Thank God he has since recovered enough to be released from 
hospital and go home to be with his family. He is extremely weak from 
being on a liquid diet, and now needs oxygen around the clock. 

These twenty months that my brother has been in preventive detention 
have also taken an emotional toll on my parents, and as a direct result 
their health has deteriorated further. They are not alone – all other 
prisoners have parents going through similar ordeals, and many of them 
are also facing health issues of their own. 

My brother spent his first months in prison in Estremera, one hour from 
Madrid and about eight hours from Barcelona. If the state were a little 
more humane, after 15 days in Estremera, the prisoners would have been 
sent to a prison in Catalonia, close to their homes, as required by both 
national and international law. 
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Aside from the economic burden the families have endured this whole 
time, these prison trips have been a real form of torture, especially for 
the elderly and the children. While Jordi was in Estremera, my parents 
were only able to visit him a few times. A gruelling round-trip that took 
two days to cover the 650 km each way, for the opportunity to speak with 
him for 45 minutes through a phone separated by glass. Due to my 
father's cancer of the vocal cords, he has lost his voice and 
communication under these circumstances was very painful and 
frustrating for him. [In July 2018 Jordi Turull was transferred to a prison in 
Catalonia, but earlier this year he was again transferred, this time to a jail 
in the Spanish capital, Madrid.]  

In all the prisons where we have visited my brother we have had to 
cross a courtyard to access the locker rooms. We never thought about the 
possibility of rain. During one of our visits it was raining cats and dogs and 
we had had no idea that umbrellas were not allowed. So we had to cross 
the courtyard pushing my father in a wheelchair – with busted wheels as 
it happens – while getting him and us soaking wet. I remember that 
someone, another visitor, seeing how weak my father was, came to our 
rescue and placed a sweater over his head in an effort to make him a bit 
more comfortable, as my husband had his hands full pushing the ancient 
wheelchair and I was taking care of my mother. 

I can't help asking myself: don't the relatives of prisoners, of any 
prisoner, deserve to be treated with a minimum degree of dignity? It was 
outrageous that someone with mobility issues should have to use a 
wheelchair in such a state of disrepair. (I was happy to see, during my last 
visit to that prison, that a new wheelchair had been provided.) 

As I mentioned earlier, my father is now at home. Thank God! But he is 
very weak and can hardly summon the strength to leave the house. 
Therefore if, after the sentence, the prisoners are transferred back to a 
prison in Madrid, as requested by some, my father will never again be 
able to see his son. That is cruel, VERY CRUEL. Inhumane. 

Thanks a lot for your time, and above all, thank you for caring!' 
 
In an interview Jordi Turull gave to El Nacional (www.elnacional.cat) in 

June 2018 he was asked: 'How do you cope with the daily routine?' To 
which he answered: 'The letters that we receive are a huge help. Each 
one of them frees you for a short time from all the isolation and 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/www.elnacional.cat
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monotony, and gives you strength to carry on with your head high and 
your dignity intact.' This surely serves as an encouragement to all who 
respond to our appeals and send messages of support. 

 

UK VISIT 

by the United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture 

In September 2019 the United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of 
Torture (SPT) completed its first visit to the UK. The aims of the visit were 
to advise on the functions of the 21 statutory bodies that monitor places 
of deprivation of liberty and act as the national preventive mechanism 
(NPM), and to evaluate the material conditions and the safeguards in 
place for the protection against ill-treatment of people deprived of their 
liberty. The UK National Preventive Mechanism was established in 2009 
after the UK ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(OPCAT) in December 2003. It is made up of 21 statutory bodies that 
independently monitor places of detention. The NPM focuses attention 
on practices in detention that could amount to ill-treatment, and works 
to ensure its own approaches are consistent with international standards 
for independent detention monitoring. 

'We are delighted with the excellent cooperation with the authorities. 
We also worked closely with the national preventive mechanism, with 
whom [sic] we conducted joint visits, ' said Daniel Fink, who led the six-
member delegation. 

The delegation visited police stations, prisons, immigration detention 
facilities, and mental health institutions. It conducted confidential 
interviews with individual detainees and staff members. It also held 
meetings with the UK authorities, members of the NPM, the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission, as well as civil society representatives. 'The 
visiting bodies do an impressive amount of good work, but a more robust 
legislative framework is needed to achieve full compliance with the 
Optional Protocol, ' declared Fink.  

The SPT will submit a report to the UK and a separate report to the 
NPM, which will contain observations and recommendations arising from 
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the visit. These reports will remain confidential unless they decide to 
make them public, which the subcommittee encourages them to do. 

The delegation was headed by Daniel Fink (Switzerland), with team 
members from Mauritius, Lebanon, The Philippines, Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

 

NEWS REVIEW 

In September over 400 captives, mainly children, were rescued from an 
Islamic school in Kaduna, Nigeria, where they had been tortured, starved 
and sexually abused. There have long been allegations of abuse by Islamic 
schools in Nigeria, although the government have not implemented an 
undertaking to ban them.  

On 21/22 September 2019 hundreds protested in major cities and 
towns in Egypt against the regime of President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi, who 
has waged an unprecedented crackdown on freedom of speech and 
dissent. Some 60, 000 political prisoners are in jail and police brutality 
and torture on the part of a bloated security service are commonplace.  

In August 2019 UNCAT (United Nations Committee Against Torture) 
published its Concluding Observations following the first-ever review of 
Bangladesh's implementation of the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, a treaty to 
which Bangladesh became a state party in 1998. The damning review 
made 90 recommendations and raised serious concerns about the 
'widespread and routine commission of torture and ill-treatment by law 
enforcement officials' carried out with almost complete impunity. 
Attention was drawn to the numerous and credible allegations of the 
Rapid Action Battalion's (RAB's) involvement in the commission of 
torture, arbitrary arrests, unacknowledged detention, disappearances, 
and extrajudicial killings of individuals in its custody. Violations also 
include reprisals, harassment, and violence against human rights 
defenders, journalists, women, indigenous, ethnic, and religious 
minorities and other vulnerable groups. 

Dr Peter Magombeyi, a medical doctor and Acting President of the 
Zimbabwe Hospital Doctors Association (ZHDA), was abducted on 14 
September 2019. He had been threatened by suspected members of the 
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Central Intelligence Organisation warning him to stop his involvement in a 
doctor's strike for better pay. He later turned up alive and in pain five 
days later and friends and colleagues suspect he had been poisoned and 
now has liver damage. In late September he left for South Africa for 
medical treatment. 

In the UK police are investigating the death of a Nigerian refugee, Oscar 
Okwurime, in Harmondsworth Detention Centre. Scheduled for 
deportation on 17 September, he is reported to have asked for medical 
help for weeks but was not seen by a doctor. According to his family he 
said he was on a waiting list of about 400. The Jesuit Refugee Service 
expressed its regret and noted how detainees often feel forgotten and 
left behind. According to the charity INQUEST, which provides expertise 
on state-related deaths and their investigation to bereaved people, at 
least 36 detainees died in immigration detention centres between 2000 
and 2018; a further 14 other detained immigrants died in UK prisons. 

According to his brother Alex, Oscar, a Nigerian national, was detained 
for three weeks, after he entered the country on a visitor's visa and 
claimed asylum on arrival. The cause of death has not yet been 
determined. The Home Office stated that the police, the coroner and the 
prisons and probation ombudsman were investigating. Mitie Care & 
Custody, which manages the detention centre, has launched an internal 
investigation into the death. John McDonnell, shadow chancellor and 
Labour MP for Heathrow, where the detention centre is located, has 
called for an independent investigation. 

In Russia up to 2000 people, including priests, were arrested and 
sentenced to lengthy jail terms for protesting against the exclusion of 
opposition politicians in the run-up to elections on 8 September 2019. 
Police reacted violently against the protesters and there is concern for 
their welfare. The Russian Orthodox Church criticised an open letter by 
the Moscow Patriarchate highlighting the repression, stating: 'They 
should know one cannot try to fight the authorities with political 
declarations'. 

 

UPDATE ON APPEALS 

Members will have doubtless learned from the media that Gabriella, 
the 5-year old daughter of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, has been allowed to 
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return to the UK (10 October). Nazanin's MP, Tulip Siddiq, has urged the 
UK government to do more to secure Nazanin's release after Australia 
had persuaded Iran to release the dual-British-Australian citizen Jolie King 
and her Australian boyfriend Mark Firkin. She argues in favour of the UK 
returning the £400 million which Iran paid for tanks during the 1970s that 
were never delivered — a move that she believes would facilitate her 
release. In July Nazanin was moved to a hospital mental ward for a few 
days, where she was chained to a bed and denied visits from relatives. 
Back in Evin prison, she has been deprived of medication and sometimes 
kept in solitary confinement despite suffering from acute anxiety.  

 

UPDATE ON DAREEN TATOUR 

ACAT member Keiran Prosser has written to us expressing his 
misgivings about the appeal for Dareen Tatour in our last newsletter. A 
long-standing supporter of ACAT and initially prepared to respond 
positively to the appeal, he feels unable to respond to this particular one. 
He writes: 

However, when I read her poem [Resist my people, resist them]. I 
changed my mind. I will not succumb to the 'peaceful solution, ' Never 
lower my flags, / Until I evict them from my land. So she does not want 
a peaceful solution. She wants Jews thrown out of Israel. Follow the 
caravan of martyrs. You know what that means to a Muslim. Resist the 
colonialist's onslaught. / Pay no mind to his agents among us / Who 
chain us with the peaceful illusion. Again the rejection of peace. No this 
woman is advocating a violent resistance to Israelis, calling them 
'robbers' and 'colonists'.  

N.B. I do not approve of the way the Israelis have treated the 
Palestinians, but more bloodshed will not help matters. Either they 
learn to live peacefully together, or there will be no end to the fighting. 

 

Since other members may share Kieran's reservations, we provide 
some context to the appeal. As the editor of the newsletter 
acknowledged in an email of 10 September 2019 (circulated as soon as 
possible to those with internet access), the appeal should not have been 
framed as a request to send Dareen Tatour a greeting in prison for the 
simple reason that she had already been released (in September 2018). 
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We endeavour to provide up to date information on our appeal cases and 
apologise for the error. However, Dareen's case is still active as she is 
appealing against her convictions and denies that her opposition to the 
Israel government's treatment of Palestinians is an incitement to violence 
and terrorism. The real threat of imprisonment remains as the 
prosecution has reopened her case. 

The background to her arrest 

Dareen Tatour was first arrested in a pre-dawn raid on her home in 
October 2015. In November she was charged with 'incitement to violence' 
through her poetry and postings on social media (an offence shared by 
hundreds of Palestinians as the Israel authorities devote large resources 
to monitoring internet activity and censoring posted political positions). 
After three months in detention she was placed under house arrest (from 
January 2016). A lengthy trial in a district court (from around February 
2017) concluded in May 2018 with a five month prison sentence for 
inciting violence and supporting a 'terror organisation' by publishing 
poems on Facebook along with images of Palestinians protesting against 
Israeli occupation. She was released in September 2018 but in July 2019 
prosecutors filed an appeal with the Israeli Supreme Court to reopen the 
case against her. She herself maintains that there was no call for violence 
in her poem, simply for Palestinians to be free of occupation — which 
Israeli authorities have interpreted as violent. 

The trial 

Much of the 2017-18 trial focussed on the interpretation and the 
reliability of translations of Arabic words and phrases Tatour used in her 
poetry and postings. Thus the word 'qawim' (resist) implies many forms of 
struggle, including non-violent. The word 'intifada' means 'a shaking off' 
or 'resistance' and is not synonymous with violence. 'Shahid' (martyr) in 
Palestinian literature and politics signifies all those who have died in the 
occupation but especially the innocent victims. According to Tatour's 
defence, however, the Israeli authorities mistakenly interpreted 'shahid' 
as a codeword for terrorist or suicide attacker. Since the poem was 
written partly in reaction to the killing of two Palestinian children [1], the 
line 'follow the caravan of martyrs' is an invitation to remain mindful of all 
the victims of the occupation, not to perform a terrorist act. The refusal 
to 'succumb to the peaceful solution' and the desire to 'evict [Israelis] 
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from my land' represent — if this line of argument is accepted — less a 
call to arms than a desire to expel (by what means is left unclear) an 
illegal occupation force whose policy is to establish and support 
permanent settlements not recognised in international law (see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm). In short Tatour's 
defence denied evidence of direct incitement to violence in her writing, 
claiming instead a right to express legitimate political opposition — a 
position that is maintained by PEN itself and supported by leading literary 
figures such as David Grossman, Alice Walker and Dave Eggers [2].  

ACAT's appeals are rarely controversial as we are careful to stay strictly 
within the terms of our mandate. As always members will exercise their 
judgement in adopting a particular appeal. This is arguably especially so in 
regarding Dareen Tatour as a human rights activist in the desperately 
polarised context of the Palestine-Israel conflict. Those who are 
interested in finding out more about Tatour, her views and past 
experiences (including alleged rape as a child in a society in which the 
subject is taboo), can do so via the following link: 
https://www.palestinehome.org/special-people/2018/11/11/prison-
stories-dareen-tatour-poet.  

 

Imprisonment and torture in Israel and the Occupied Territories 

In the interests of balance it must be remembered that NGOs have 
reported on the use of torture and abuse of detainees in both Israel and 
the Palestinian territories (the Gaza Strip and the West Bank), which have 
a measure of self-rule.  

In January Israel's public security minister Gilad Erdan announced plans 
to 'worsen' already poor conditions for Palestinian prisoners in Israel's 
jails. He declared that prisoners will be denied 'cooking rights' although 
many prisoners, especially during the first stage of their detention, are 
tortured and denied food altogether. 'The plan also includes preventing 
members of the Knesset from visiting Palestinian detainees.' Figures on 
the number of Palestinian detainees vary but — according to B'Tselem 
quoting information from the Israel Prison Service (IPS) — there were 
4,787 Palestinian security detainees and prisoners held in its facilities, 
including 312 from the Gaza Strip. Another 629 Palestinians, 16 of them 
from Gaza, were held for being in Israel illegally (the IPS classifies these as 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm
https://www.palestinehome.org/special-people/2018/11/11/prison-stories-dareen-tatour-poet
https://www.palestinehome.org/special-people/2018/11/11/prison-stories-dareen-tatour-poet
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criminal offenders). Figures from the Palestinian prisoners' rights group 
Addameer claims nearly 5,500 Palestinian prisoners, including 230 
children and 54 women. Of that number, 481 prisoners are held without 
trial under the guise of an unlawful practice known as 'administrative 
detention'. Apart from being denied regular access to lawyers and family 
visits, detainees and prisoners are reported to experience physical abuse, 
solitary confinement and denial of medical treatment. [3] 

In the besieged enclaves, where normal civic society has ceased to 
function, Palestinians also suffer directly under their own semi-
autonomous leaderships. Human Rights Watch have documented serious 
abuses by the Fatah-dominated Palestinian Authority (PA) in the West 
Bank and the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) in Gaza. Both have 
carried out scores of arbitrary arrests for peaceful criticism of the 
authorities, particularly on social media, among independent journalists, 
on university campuses, and at demonstrations. As the Fatah-Hamas feud 
deepened despite attempts at reconciliation, PA security services have 
targeted supporters of Hamas and vice versa. Relying on broad laws that 
criminalize activity such as causing 'sectarian strife' or insulting 'higher 
authorities', the PA and Hamas use detention to punish critics and deter 
them and others from further activism, routinely taunting, threatening 
beating, and forcing detainees into painful stress positions for hours at a 
time. [4] 

References 

[1] Hadeel al-Hashlamon was fatally shot by Israeli forces at a 
checkpoint in the West Bank city of Hebron on 25 September 2015. The 
claim that she pulled a knife on soldiers was disputed by eye witnesses. In 
July 2014 Israeli teenagers snatched 16 year-old Muhammad Abu Khudair 
from an east Jerusalem street and took him to a forest, where he was 
bludgeoned, doused with petrol and burned alive (hence the reference to 
burning in the poem). The perpetrators, who were later convicted, 
explained the attack as a response to the abduction and murder of three 
Israeli teenagers the previous month. 

[2] David Grossman is an Israeli author who has been highly critical of his 
country's policy towards the Palestinians. See 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/nov/07/israel, also 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/nov/07/israel
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https://972mag.com/alice-walker-dave-eggers-call-for-release-of-jailed-
palestinian-poet/120630/. 

[3] https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-
africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/report-israel-and-
occupied-palestinian-territories/,   

www.http://www.addameer.org/,  

https://www.btselem.org/topic/torture,  

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/tales-torture-israel-prisons-
190121113101325.html 

[4] https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/10/23/two-authorities-one-way-
zero-dissent/arbitrary-arrest-and-torture-under 

 

APPEALS 

Members should not feel obliged to respond to every appeal case or to 
write to every address given for a case. Postage overseas is expensive: a 
letter or card (e.g. postcard) weighing up to and including 10g costs £1.35 
to Europe and the rest of the world; a letter or card (e.g. a folded 
greetings card) up to 20g costs £1.35 for Europe (including the Ukraine 
and Russia) and £1.55 for the rest of the world. These are the rates as 
from March 2019 and accessed at the time of printing. 

 

Please write an appeal on behalf of Esraa Abdel Fattah, Egypt. 

Ms Esraa Abdel Fattah, 
a journalist, political 
activist and founder of the 
'Free Egyptian Women 
Group', has campaigned 
for the release of all 
political prisoners 
detained in the wake of 
the anti-government 
protests which took place 

in September. In October she was arrested and charged with 
'collaborating with a terrorist organisation to achieve its goals', 'spreading 

https://972mag.com/alice-walker-dave-eggers-call-for-release-of-jailed-palestinian-poet/120630/
https://972mag.com/alice-walker-dave-eggers-call-for-release-of-jailed-palestinian-poet/120630/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/report-israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/report-israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/middle-east-and-north-africa/israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/report-israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories/
http://www.http/www.addameer.org/
https://www.btselem.org/topic/torture
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/tales-torture-israel-prisons-190121113101325.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/tales-torture-israel-prisons-190121113101325.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/10/23/two-authorities-one-way-zero-dissent/arbitrary-arrest-and-torture-under
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/10/23/two-authorities-one-way-zero-dissent/arbitrary-arrest-and-torture-under
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false news' and 'using social media to publish false rumours'. She is 
currently detained at a police station in Cairo, to which family visits and 
access to lawyer are banned and is due to be transferred to Al-Qanateer 
women's prison.  

During the night of 12 October 2019 she and a friend were forcibly 
abducted from the streets in Cairo after a road chase. Her friend was later 
thrown out on a highway and reported being blindfolded and severely 
beaten. Ms. Abdel Fattah was physically assaulted and tortured during 
the first 24 hours of her disappearance. Left for almost seven hours 
standing, facing a wall, while blindfolded and handcuffed, she was then 
beaten repeatedly after she refused to give the passwords of her mobile 
phone to her guards. Later relocated to another unknown building, she 
was stifled with the jacket she was wearing, then hung with it in order to 
force her to unlock her phone. After these attempts had failed, the 
security forces used Ms. Abdel Fattah's fingers to enter fingertouch 
passcode through which they succeeded in getting access to her phone, in 
search of her contacts. 

Ms. Abdel Fattah went on a hunger strike during her interrogation but 
was threatened with more abuse if she disclosed the details of her 
detention. She was also denied medical care. Other human rights 
defenders have also been arrested, including human rights lawyer 
Mahienour El-Massry, blogger Alaa Abdel Fattah and his lawyer, 
Mohamed El-Baqer, women's human rights defender Asmaa Dabees and 
her husband, and the lawyer Mohamed Helmy Hamdoun. [Picture: 
democracynow.org] 

 

Please write to the following but do not mention ACAT: 
 
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
H.E. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
Al Nadi El-Montaza 
Heliopolis 
Cairo Governorate 
Egypt 
Fax: +02 2391 1441 
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg 

mailto:p.spokesman@op.gov.eg
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Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial 
Salutation: Dear President 
 
Prime Minister 
Mr. Mustafa Kemal Madbouly Mohamed 
Email: pm@cabinet.gov.eg 
 
Minister of the Interior 
Mr. Mahmoud Tawfik 
Sheikh Rihan Street 
New Cairo Area 
Cairo 11641, Egypt 
Email: center@iscmi.gov.eg 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Minister of Justice 
Mr. Mohamed Hossam Abdel-Rahim 
Lazoughly Square 
ىل، وغ   الظ
Abdeen 
Cairo Governorate, Egypt 
Fax: +202 2795 8103 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Public Prosecutor 
Counsellor Nabeel Sadek 
[no postal address available] 
Fax: +202 2577 4716 
Salutation: Dear Counsellor 
 
Head of the Egyptian parliament's Human Rights Committee 
Mr. Alaa Abed 
Majlis Al-Chaab 
House of Representatives 
Cairo, Egypt 
Email@ humanrightscomplaints@parliament.gov.eg 
Salutation: Dear Sir 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/pm@cabinet.gov.eg
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/center@iscmi.gov.eg
mailto:humanrightscomplaints@parliament.gov.eg
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Mr. Mohamed Fayeq 
President of the National Council for Human Rights 
69 Giza St 
Cairo, Egypt 
Fax: + 202 25747497 / 25747670 
Email: nchr@nchr.org.eg 
Salutation: Dear President 
 
H.E. Nasser Kamel 
The Embassy of Egypt 
26 South St, Mayfair, London W1K 1DW 
Tel: 020 7499 3304 
Email: eg.emb_london@mfa.gov.eg / etembuk@hotmail.com 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 

 

Suggested letter: 

Salutation 

I am writing to you on behalf of Ms Esraa Abdel Fattah, who has been 
detained for her human rights activities in Cairo and has allegedly been 
tortured.  

I would appeal to you to do all you can to ensure the physical integrity 
and psychological well-being of Ms Esraa Abdel Fattah, as well as that of 
all human rights defenders in Egypt.  

I would in particular urge the Egyptian authorities to immediately and 
unconditionally release her, since her detention is arbitrary and aimed at 
punishing her for peaceful human rights activities. I would also ask you to 
ensure immediate and unhindered access for her to medical assistance, 
to her family members and a lawyer of her choice, as well as to carry out 
a transparent, impartial, immediate and thorough investigation into 
allegations of torture in order to identify all those responsible and 
sanction them as provided by the law. 

Yours sincerely 

  

mailto:nchr@nchr.org.eg
mailto:eg.emb_london@mfa.gov.eg
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/etembuk@hotmail.com
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Please write an appeal on behalf of Ahmed Mansoor, United Arab 
Emirates. 

Before his imprisonment Ahmed Mansoor was known as 'the last 
human rights defender left in the UAE' on account of his fearless work to 

document human rights 
violations in the country, 
speaking out publicly in 
defence of human rights 
on his blog, via social 
media and in interviews 
with international media. 

Human Rights Watch is 
gravely concerned for the 

health of Mansoor, whom authorities have held in solitary confinement 
for prolonged periods. 

UAE security forces arrested Mansoor on 20 March 2017. For more 
than a year, he had no access to a lawyer and only very limited visits with 
family. Following a closed trial he was sentenced to 10 years in prison in 
May 2018 for insulting the 'status and prestige of the UAE and its 
symbols, ' including its leaders, based on his peaceful calls for reform. In 
December 2018 the Federal Supreme Court, the country's court of last 
resort in state security cases, upheld his sentence, quashing his final 
chance at early release. He has been held in solitary confinement for 
prolonged periods and there are grave concerns for his health. 

At the end of July UAE authorities continued to hold at least five Emirati 
prisoners who completed their sentences between one and three years 
ago, officially for 'counselling' without a clear legal basis. Three of the 
men were sentenced to three years in prison and two to five years on 
state security charges following what appear to be unfair trials in 2014 
and 2016. They are Osama al-Najjar, an online activist; Khalifa al-Rabea 
and Othman al-Shehhi, online activists and members of al-Islah, a 
nonviolent, legally registered Islamist political movement that the UAE 
banned in 2014 as 'terrorist' in response to upheavals in Tunisia, Egypt, 
and elsewhere; and Badr al-Buhairi and Ahmad al-Mulla, activists with 
ties to al-Islah. The NGO Human Rights Watch has previously documented 
serious allegations of violations of due process and fair trial guarantees in 

https://i0.wp.com/www.englishpen.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/ahmed-mansoor-martin-ennals.jpg-resized.jpg?fit=608,340&ssl=1
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the UAE, especially in state security-related cases. These include arbitrary 
arrests and detentions, as well as allegations of torture and ill-treatment.  

 

Please write to the following but do not mention ACAT: 

H. H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE 
Office of the Prime Minister 
Jumeirah Emirates Office Tower1/2 
13a Street 40, 43, 50 Floor 
40R CN 27082 90161 
Trade Center 2 - 336 
Za'abeel 
Dubai 
Salutation: Dear Vice President and Prime Minister 
 
Email portals for the government and cabinet office: 
https://government.ae/en/help/contact-us/this-portal 
https://www.mocaf.gov.ae/en/contact-us 
[We suggest you include the addressee, i.e. Dear Prime Minister] 
 

You can also write to the General Secretariat of the Cabinet at: 

PO Box 899 
Fax : 0097126777399 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
 
And/or to: 
H.E. Mansoor Abulhoul  
1-2 Grosvenor Crescent 
Belgravia, London SW1X 7EE 
Tel: 020 7581 1281 
Fax 020 7581 9616 
Salutation: Dear Ambassador 
 

https://government.ae/en/help/contact-us/this-portal
https://www.mocaf.gov.ae/en/contact-us
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Suggested letter: 

Salutation 

I am writing on behalf of Mr Ahmed Mansoor, who was sentenced to 
ten years in prison in 2018 in a closed trial for his human rights activities 
and for publicly calling for political reforms. I understand that his 
activities have been peaceful, he has not been charged with an offence 
recognisable in international law and also that, following prolonged 
periods of solitary isolation, there are serious concerns for his health. 

I would therefore urge you to ensure his immediate release.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Please write an appeal on behalf of Mancho Bibixy, Cameroon. 

On 3 October 2019, the 
President of the Republic 
of Cameroon released 333 
people arrested in the 
context of a civil war 
between English-speaking 
separatists and the 
Cameroonian defence and 
security forces. Mancho 

Bibixy (pictured left) was not one of them. He is featured in our Christmas 
Greetings Campaign and full details on his case are given there (see 
below). But here you are invited to appeal to the authorities for his 
release. 

Please write to the following: 

H. E. Mr. Paul Biya 
President of the Republic 
Presidency of the Republic 
Palais de l'Unité 
1000 Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
Fax +237 22 22 08 70 
Salutation: Dear President 
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H.E. Mr. Philémon Yang 
Prime Minister and Chief Head of Government 
Primature du Cameroun 
1000 Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
Fax: +237 22 23 57 65 
Email: spm@spm.gov.cm 
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 
 
Mr. Laurent Esso 
Minister of Justice 
Ministry of Justice 
1000 Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
Fax: 237 22 23 00 05 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Ms Enonchong Annet 
Protection Officer of the National Commission on Human Rights and 
Freedoms 
Email: annet_mbeng@yahoo.com 
Salutation: Dear Madam 
 
His Excellency Mr Albert Njoteh Fotabong  
Cameroon High Commission London 
84 Holland Park, Kensington, London W11 3SB 
Tel: 020 7727 0771 
Fax: 020 7792 9353 
Email: info@cameroonhighcommission.co.uk 
Salutation: Dear High Commissioner 
 

Suggested letter: 

Salutation 

I am writing to you on behalf of Mr Mancho Bibixy and other human 

rights defenders in Cameroon who have been imprisoned in Yaoundé 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/spm@spm.gov.cm
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/%20annet_mbeng@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/info@cameroonhighcommission.co.uk
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Central Prison. I understand that they have been detained for the 

peaceful expression of the rights of Anglophone citizens in their region. 

I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Mr. Mancho 
Bibixy and other human rights workers and to end all acts of harassment, 
including at the judicial level, against them.  

Yours sincerely ... 

 

Please send an appeal on behalf of Galal El-Behairy, Egypt. 

Galal El-Behairy is an 
Egyptian poet, lyricist, and 
activist who has been in 
detention in Tora Prison in 
Cairo since March 2018 
after collaborating with 
musician Ramy Essam on 
the song 'Balaha', which 
criticized the state of the 

Egyptian economy and levels of political corruption. He was also planning 
to publish a book of poetry. He remained in prison for several months 
awaiting a court indictment and was tortured. He is currently being held 
under the High State Security's charges of terrorist affiliation, 
dissemination of false news, abuse of social media networks, blasphemy, 
contempt of religion, and insulting the military. Court verdicts have been 
repeatedly postponed, a device which is frequently used as a means of 
keeping a person imprisoned indefinitely. In January and February El-
Behairy, along with four other political prisoners, began a hunger strike to 
commemorate the 2011 Egyptian revolution and protest against the 
injustice that remains in their country. In April he was conditionally 
released from the civilian court case but remains imprisoned, serving the 
three 3 years sentence given to him by a military court. 

Please write to the following, mentioning ACAT if you wish: 

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
Office of the President 
Al Ittihadia Palace 
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Cairo, Egypt 
Fax: +202 2 391 1441 
Email: p.spokesman@op.gov.eg  
Salutation: Your Excellency 
Twitter: @AlsisiOfficial 
 
Minister of Defence  
Mr. Mohamed Ahmed Zaki 
23 El-Khalifa El-Maamoun St 
El-Qobba Bridge, Al Waili 
Cairo Governorate, Egypt 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Minister of Justice 
Mohamed Hossam Abdel Rahim 
Ministry of Justice 
Lazoghly Sq 
Cairo, Egypt 
Fax: +202 2 795 8103 
Email: mjustice@moj.gov.eg 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 
Please also send a letter to the Embassy of Egypt: 
 
His Excellency Mr Tarek Ahmed Ibrahim Adel 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt  
26 South Street, London W1K 1DW 
Tel: 020 7499 3304/2401 
Fax: 020 7491 1542 
E-mail: egtamboff@gmail.com or egyemblondon@mfa.gov.eg 
Salutation: Your Excellency / Dear Ambassador 
  

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/p.spokesman@op.gov.eg
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/%20mjustice@moj.gov.eg
mailto:egtamboff@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/egyemblondon@mfa.gov.eg
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Suggested letter: 

Salutation 

I am writing to protest against the continued imprisonment of poet 
Galal El-Behairy and to call for his immediate and unconditional release. 

I urge you to quash his sentence and to end the judicial proceedings 
against El-Behairy, as he is being held solely for his peaceful exercise of 
his right to freedom of expression. 

Moreover I would point out the detention of El-Behairy and others in a 
similar position is in violation of Article 19 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights to which Egypt is a signatory and state party. 

I would also appreciate any information you may have as to his 
conditions of detention and the current status of the proceedings against 
him.  

Yours sincerely ... 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS CAMPAIGN 2019-20 

For this campaign we suggest that you write a simple card or greeting 
to the individual saying, for instance, that you are thinking of him/her 
and/or perhaps urging them not to lose hope (or words to that effect). A 
picture postcard is always welcome and cheapest to send. You can 
include your name and address (if you wish) but do not mention ACAT or 
include a religious motif or greeting (even a Christmas tree!) if so advised 
as communication from a foreign organisation can endanger the prisoner 
and lead to harsher sentences. Several individuals featured in previous 
campaigns have been released. Sadly others are still in prison and it is 
important not to forget them. As usual we include a selection of human 
rights groups. For individual prisoners or their families it is heartening to 
receive fairly regular cards of encouragement. Individuals who have 
already featured in ACAT appeals or campaigns are marked with an 
asterisk (*). Changes in their status, where known, are included in the 
information provided. 

Members should not feel obliged to respond to every appeal case or to 
write to every address given for a case. Postage overseas is expensive: a 
letter or card (e.g. postcard) weighing up to and including 10g costs £1.35 
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to Europe and the rest of the world; a letter or card (e.g. a folded 
greetings card) up to 20g costs £1.35 for Europe (including the Ukraine 
and Russia) and £1.55 for the rest of the world. These are the rates as 
from March 2019 and at the time of printing. 

 

GROUPS 

You should sign your name to your message and by all means provide 
your address too, but be aware that UK groups may use this to invite you 
to join or donate to them. You may mention ACAT unless otherwise 
stated. 

The INNOCENCE 
PROJECT, founded 
in 1992 in a law 
school in New York 
City exonerates the 
wrongly convicted 
in the USA through 
DNA testing and 
reforms the 

criminal justice system to prevent future injustice. To date, 367 people in 
the US have been exonerated by DNA testing, including 21 who served 
time on death row. The project works with congress, state legislatures 
and local leaders to pass laws and policies that prevent wrongful 
convictions and make it easier for the innocent to receive justice. It also 
assists exonerees in rebuilding their lives after many decades of 
incarceration. Help ranges from locating birth certificates and social 
security numbers to finding family members, securing housing or 
arranging for critical medical and psychological treatment. These people 
have served an average of 14 years in prison before exoneration and 
release. 

The Innocence Project 
40 Worth Street, Suite 701 
New York, NY 10013 
USA 
Email: info@innocenceproject.org / press@innocenceproject.org 

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/%20info@innocenceproject.org
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/press@innocenceproject.org
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TALITHA KUM is a worldwide 
network of the religious and 
consecrated, founded in 2009 to 
promote initiatives against trafficking 
in people. Talitha Kum is an Aramaic 
expression taken from the Gospel of 
Mark (5, 41) meaning 'Young girl, I 

say to you, arise.' Jesus addresses these words to the 12-year-old 
daughter of Jairus, who lay apparently lifeless. Jesus then takes her by the 
hand and she immediately gets up and walks. In 2018 Talitha Kum 
networks helped 15, 500 persons who survived trafficking. Around three 
quarters of those were women and girls. 

 

Talitha Kum  
Piazza di Ponte Sant'Angelo, 28 
00186 Rome, Italy 
Email: coordinator@talithakum.info 
 

The JESUIT 
REFUGEE SERVICE 
(JRS) accompanies 
refugees and forced 
migrants in the UK, 
advocating their 
cause and focussing 
on those who are 
detained under the 
immigration rules or 
who are left 
destitute in the UK. 

Visiting the JRS in July 2018 and after listening to the stories of those 
accompanied by the JRS, who are struggling to gain recognition of their 
refugee status, Cardinal Vincent Nichols said, 'If you're here for 10 years 
and you can't have a residence, you can't study, you can't work, you have 
no income, it's as if you are being told you are a 'nonperson', and it's that 
darkness that we have listened to this afternoon. I can think of no other 

mailto:coordinator@talithakum.info
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word than to say it is a shame on our country.' The JRS also calls for an 
end to the wrongful detention of asylum-seekers and of victims of 
trafficking or slavery. Every Thursday in their London Day Centre the JRS 
welcomes destitute refugees into a warm environment, offering food, 
company and advice and practical support. 

Please send a message or greetings card expressing support to: 

 
Jesuit Refugee Service UK 
The Hurtado Jesuit Centre 
2 Chandler Street, London E1W 2QT 
Tel: 020 7488 7310 
Email: uk@jrs.net  
Website: https://www.jrsuk.net 

 

REPRIEVE was founded in 1999 by British 
human rights lawyer Clive Stafford Smith to 
provide free legal and investigative support 
to some of the world's most vulnerable 

people: those facing execution, and those victimised by states' abusive 
counter-terror policies, including rendition, torture, extrajudicial 
imprisonment and extrajudicial killing. Based in London it is currently 
working on behalf of over 100 people facing the death penalty in 17 
countries, and seven men imprisoned in Guantánamo Bay. It also 
campaigns against U.S.-led missile drone strikes in Pakistan and Yemen 
and for a world free of execution, torture and detention without due 
process. 

 
Reprieve 
PO Box 72054 
London EC3P 3BZ 
Tel: 020 7553 8140 
Email: info@reprieve.org.uk 
Website: https://reprieve.org.uk/ 
  

file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/uk@jrs.net
https://www.jrsuk.net/
file:///C:/Users/Derek/Documents/ACAT/NEWSLETTER-CURRENT/info@reprieve.org.uk
https://reprieve.org.uk/
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INDIVIDUALS 

Please send a message to Pastor Zafar Bhatti, Pakistan 

Pastor Zafar Bhatti has been in 
Rawalpindi's Adiala Central Jail since 
July 2012. Arrested for sending 
blasphemous text messages on a 
mobile phone (which was not 
registered to him), he was sentenced 
to life imprisonment in 2017 for 
blasphemy — a charge he denies. 
Before his arrest he founded a small 

NGO called Jesus World Mission to help the poor but in 2012 was accused  

by a local Islamic leader for sending text messages insulting the mother of 
Mohammed. Held in detention for almost five years before appearing 
before a court, he was tortured to extract a confession. Although an 
appeal court found that there was no evidence against him and he should 
be released, the prosecution and police have called for more time to 
produce evidence. Seven adjournments later over seven years, he 
remains in prison and has experienced several attempts to kill him. Still 
under threat, he now suffers from heart problems and diabetes and is not 
allowed to leave his cell. The Adiali Central jail is a favourite destination 
for political prisoners and dissenters arrested by the military and is 
notorious for its dreadful conditions. According to Release International 
his wife, Nawab, struggles to make ends meet and has sent her children 
to relatives. The family receive some support from Release. 

 

Send a card (non-religious) but  do not mention ACAT.  

Zafar Bhatti 

Central Jail 

Adyala Rd 

Rawalpindi 

Punjab, Pakistan 
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Please send a message to Ebrahim Firouz, Iran* 

A Christian convert from Islam, Ebrahim Firouz* has 
been in and out of prison in Iran since 2011, and 
although he was due to be released in January 2015, 
authorities retried him and extended his sentence by 
five years until January 2020. He was first arrested in 
January 2011. After interrogation and 
incommunicado detention for 154 days, he was 
conditionally released, which in Iran means that the 
authorities can re-arrest you at any time to complete 

your sentence. In March 2013 he was arrested again and held for 53 days. 
On 13 July 2013 a court sentenced him to one year in prison following 
two years of exile in the remote town of Sarbaz for propagandizing 
against the Islamic regime of Iran, organizing evangelistic activities, 
contacting foreigners and anti-Islamic revolutionary networks, and 
administering a Christian website. In August 2013 while on short leave 
from prison Ebrahim was arrested once more and accused of spying. He 
was held in Evin Prison in Tehran until October 2014 before transfer to 
Rajai Shahr Prison near Karaj. Due for release on 13 January 2015, he was 
kept in detention, retried in March 2015 and charged with 'acting against 
national security, gathering, and collusion'. In October 2018 it emerged 
that he has been continually refused medical treatment for severe 
toothache, which has spread throughout his jaw and face to the point 
that he was unable to eat. The authorities have also reportedly withheld 
medical treatment for acute chest pains. 

[* Featured in our Easter appeal 2019, also Christmas 2016, 2017,2018.] 

 

Send a card (non-religious), with your name and address if you wish, but 
do not mention ACAT. (Gohardasht Prison is another name for Rajai 
Shahr Prison, which we have used before.  

 

Ebrahim Firouzi 
Gohardasht Prison  
Karaj City, Albourz State 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
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Please send a message to Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh, Iran* 

Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh* was arrested 
on 24 June 2016 at an engagement 
party at a house in Karaj, near Tehran. 
Everyone present was detained, 
including three visiting Azeri Christians 
from Baku, Azerbaijan. Most of the 
Christians were released after 
questioning and collection of their 
personal information, but Naser and the 

Azeris were transferred to Evin prison. Held in solitary confinement for 
two months and subjected to intense interrogation, they were all charged 
with 'illegal gathering, collusion and evangelism'. The Azeris were later 
allowed to leave Iran in November 2016, forfeiting their bail. At his trial in 
2017 Naser was charged with 'acting against national security through the 
formation and establishment of an illegal church organisation in his 
home' and was sentenced to ten years in prison. In November he lost his 
appeal in spite of his lawyer providing numerous grounds for his 
innocence. In January 2018 he was moved to Evin Prison. He developed a 
severe gum infection for which he was denied treatment but in January 
2019 was reported to be in good spirits and enjoying the company of 
other Christians. [* Last featured in our Christmas Appeal 2018.] 

 

Send a card (non-religious), with your name and address if you wish, but 
do not mention ACAT. 

Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh 
Evin Prison 
Tehran Province 
Tehran 
District 2 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
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Please send a message to Saheb Fadaie, Yasser Mossayebzadeh, 
Mohammadreza Omidi and Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, Iran 
 

Saheb Fadaie [left] is a member of the Church of Iran 
house church network in Rasht, capital of Gilan 
province. In July 2018 he, Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani 
[right] and fellow church members Yasser 
Mossayebzadeh [bottom left] and Mohammadreza 
Omidi [bottom right] began ten-year prison sentence 
for 'acting against national security', 'propagating 
house churches', and 'promoting Zionist Christianity'. 

In September 2018 Saheb received 
another sentence (18 months) for 
'spreading propaganda against the 
regime' following a house church 
meeting in the home of Fatemeh 
Bakhteri, who was sentenced to 12 
months in prison, beginning 31 August 2019. All are in Evin prison. In 
September 2016 Saheb, Yasser and Mohammadreza were sentenced to 
80 lashes each for the consumption of alcohol (communion wine). Non-

Muslims are permitted to 
drink alcohol in Iran but 
since leaving Islam is 
forbidden converts to 
Christianity are not 
recognised as non-Muslims 
and thus may not drink 
alcohol. The outcome of an 

appeal against this punishment is awaited. In October 2019 Youcef went 
on a three-week hunger strike, which had a detrimental effect on his 
health. The prison authorities undertook to look into it. [Church in chains] 

 
Send a message (non-religious) to each of the individuals if you wish, 
but do not mention ACAT. 
 
[Name of Prisoner] 
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Evin Prison 
Tehran Province 
Tehran 
District 2 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
 
Please send a message to Charles Flores, USA 

Charles Don Flores, a 
Hispanic labourer,  was 
sentenced to death in 1999 
for the murder of 64-year-
old Elizabeth Black during a 
home burglary in a Dallas 
suburb and has been on 
death row ever since. The 
conviction was heavily 

based on the testimony of a witness who underwent 'forensic hypnosis' 
that has been shown to be deeply flawed. The technique of hypnosis for 
such purposes has been scientifically demonstrated as false, giving the 
subject an inflated confidence in her ability to recall an event that had, 
most likely, never been encoded in her memory in the first place. Court-
appointed defence lawyers failed to present any witnesses on his behalf. 

 
Send a message (religious or non-religious). You can mention ACAT. 
 
Charles Don Flores 
#999299 
Polunsky Unit 
3872 FM350 South 
Livingston,  TX 77351 
USA 
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Please send a message to Mancho Bibixy, Cameroon 

Arrested without warrant 
by soldiers and after over 
14 postponements of 
hearings, radio journalist 
Mancho Bibixy was 
sentenced in May 2018 by 
a military court to 15 
years in prison and a huge 
fine (c. 409, 000 euros) for 

'acts of terrorism, secession, propagation of false information, revolution, 
insurrection, contempt of public bodies and officials and hostility against 
the fatherland'. In poor health owing to bad and overcrowded prison 
conditions, he can communicate with his family only with the 
authorization of the Prosecutor and by paying fees. When he was 
arrested he was considered a leader of a peaceful demonstration against 
the marginalization of the English-speaking minority. The authorities' 
response in the conflict has been very violent, including the use of live 
ammunition against protesters, mass arrests, torture, humiliation and 
intimidation. 

In late July reports emerged that Bibixy and other Anglophone detainees 
had been extracted from the Kondengui Central prison and tortured to 
death following violent protests. The Network for the Defence of Human 
Rights in Central Africa has dismissed the reports saying that he and the 
other detainees were still alive but had been severely tortured. 

 
Send a message (religious or non-religious). You can mention ACAT. 
 
Mr Mancho Bibixy 
Yaoundé Central Prison 
1000 Yaoundé 
Cameroon 
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Please send a message to Nasrin Sotoudeh, Iran 

Nasrin Sotoudeh, a prominent 
human rights lawyer in Iran, has 
been sentenced to a prison term 
totalling 38 years and 148 lashes 
for defending women's rights — 
the harshest sentence recorded 
against a human rights defender 
in Iran in recent years. A lawyer, 
she has a husband and two 

children. Nasrin Sotoudeh was arrested at her home on 13 June 2018 and 
later informed that she had been convicted on seven charges and 
sentenced to 33 years in prison and 148 lashes. The charges include 
'inciting corruption and prostitution', 'openly committing a sinful act by... 
appearing in public without a hijab' and 'disrupting public order'. 
Although there is some confusion over the judge's ruling and its actual 
implementation, it appears that he applied the maximum statutory 
sentence for each of her seven charges and then added another four 
years to her total prison term, raising it from the statutory maximum of 
29 to 38 years.  

 
Send a message (non-religious) but do not mention ACAT. 
 
Evin Prison 
Tehran Province 
Tehran 
District 2 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
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Please send a greeting on behalf of Leah Sharibu, Nigeria. 

Leah Sharibu (16) is one of a group of 
110 girls abducted by a Boko Haram 
faction in February 2018 from their 
school in Dapchi, Yobe state, in 
northeast Nigeria. The other girls are 
Muslims and were released in March, 
but Leah is a Christian and the 
militants said they would only release 
her if she converted to Islam. She 
refused. Leah is just one of thousands 
of women and children taken prisoner 
by Boko Haram since 2009. In August 

the Nigerian government released a statement confirming that Leah is 
still alive and that it is negotiating her release. In March, the militants 
released 104 of the girls but reportedly warned parents of the released 
girls not to send their daughters back to school (Boko Haram means 
'western education is forbidden'). It is also reported that the releases 
followed an agreement that saw Nigerian armed forces withdraw from 
Dapchi, allowing the terrorists unhindered access. In September 2018 
Boko Haram militants threatened to kill Leah and two other hostages if 
the Nigerian government did not pay ransoms. They eventually murdered 
two Red Cross midwives, considering them apostates because they 
worked for the Red Cross.  

Leah, her father Natha and mother Rebecca are members of the 
Evangelical Church Winning All denomination in the state of Yobe, 
Nigeria.  

 

Please send a message of encouragement to Leah's parents to 
strengthen them in their faith as they pray for the safe return of their 
daughter. You can send a religious card and mention ACAT.  

 

Email: writetodapchi@opendoorsuk.org 
No postal address is available. 
  

mailto:writetodapchi@opendoorsuk.org
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Please send a greeting to Emil Ostrovko, Belarus. 

In April 2018, waiting at a 
bus stop, 17-year old Emil 
Ostrovko (Emil Astrauko in 
Belarusian) was beaten by 
police officers, arrested and 
convicted for distributing 
illicit drugs. While working 
after school as a courier for 
an online company, his 

employer had told him the parcels he was delivering contained legal 
smoking mixtures. After months of detention he received a ten-year 
prison sentence for drug trafficking, later reduced to eight. Investigators 
never looked for the owner of the company, nor anyone else. Some 
15,000 people are serving lengthy prison sentences in Belarus for petty 
drugs offences. They are treated far worse than other offenders and 
forced to do long hours of hard labour. Emil was not allowed to carry his 
asthma medicine and got frostbite from clearing snow with his bare 
hands. Things improved a little when he went to an adult prison.  

 

Send a (religious or non-religious) greeting and message of 

encouragement. You can mention ACAT. 

Emil Vadimovich Ostrovko 
Correctional Colony Number 2 
Ul. Sikorskogo 1, otryad 1 
Bobruisk 
Mogilevskaya oblast 
213800 
Belarus 
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Please send a (non-religious) message to the family of Ibrahim Ezz El-

Din, Egypt. 

Ibrahim Ezz El-Din is a 26-year old 
architectural planning engineer and 
researcher at the Egyptian 
Commission for Rights and Freedoms 
(ECRF) who worked on the right to 
affordable housing and reported on 
forced evictions in Egypt. ECRF’s staff 
members have been subject to 
continuous harassment by the 
authorities for reporting on abuses 
and crimes committed by the Egyptian 
authorities and for campaigning 

against enforced disappearances. On 11 June 2019, while walking home, 
Ibrahim was surrounded and arrested by security officers and taken to an 
unknown location. The local police station told his mother that he was 
not there, denying that he was detained at all. Ibrahim is the fifth person 
linked with the ECRF to have been arrested in just three years. Hundreds 
of people like him have been forcibly disappeared and held in prison for 
months without ever being brought to trial. Many have been arrested 
simply for expressing their opinions peacefully or criticizing the 
authorities. 
 

Send a (non-religious) message to the family of Ibrahim. Do not mention 

ACAT.  

The Family of Ibrahim Ezz El-Din 
C/o The Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms 
4A, Al-Saraya al kobra, 
Garden City 
Cairo, Egypt 
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Esraa Abdel Fattah, a journalist and campaigner for women's rights in 
Egypt, who was abducted, ill-treated, tortured and detained. 

 

Ahmed Mansoor, a human rights activist, who has been sentenced to ten 
years in prison in the United Arab Emirates, where he has spent long 
periods in solitary confinement and is in poor health. 

 

Galal El-Behairy, an Egyptian poet and activist who has been in detention 
in Tora Prison in Cairo since March 2018 for speaking out against political 
and economic corruption. 

 

Mancho Bibixy, a journalist and broadcaster who has been sentenced to 
15 years in prison in Cameroon for taking part in demonstrations 
defending the rights of Anglophones. He has reportedly been tortured. 

 

Pray also for: Leah Sharibu, a Christian girl who was abducted by Boko 
Haram in Nigeria; Nasrin Sotoudeh, a human rights lawyer and defender 
of women's rights who has been sentenced in Iran to 38 years in prison 
and flogging; Charles Flores, who has been on death row in Texas, USA, 
for 20 years after being convicted on dubious evidence; Saheb Fadaie, 
Yasser Mossayebzadeh, Mohammadreza Omidi, Pastor Youcef 
Nadarkhani, Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh and Ebrahim Firouz, Christian 
prisoners in Iran; Pastor Zafar Bhatti, a Christian prisoner in Pakistan; 
Emil Ostrovko, a juvenile sentenced to eight years in prison in Belarus; 
and Ibrahim Ezz El-Din, a human rights worker in Egypt who has been 
abducted and whose whereabouts are unknown. 
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In September 2019 the Catholic Truth Society launched a Simple Prayer 
Book for Prisoners. It has been specially 
adapted for prisoners and those in Young 
Offender Institutions 
and has been 
distributed free to 
chaplains around the 

UK. Other prayer books for prisoners include The 
Prisoner's Prayer book by Louise Ann Sipes Reichert 
(published by Principia Media) and Hear My Voice by 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

 

 

A Prayer for Christian Prisoners 

Loving heavenly Father, we pray for the many Christians — many of 
whom have been falsely accused of crimes or deliberately set up to fall 
foul of the law — who are being held in prisons, both at home and 
abroad, simply because they are believers in Your name. 

Lord we pray that You will be with each one in their imprisonment. Break 
any bonds of fear and bitterness — and may the love of Jesus be shown 
forth in their actions and attitudes, so that those with whom they have to 
do recognise that there is something very special about them and the 
God Whom they serve. 

Set each one free, we pray, not only from their physical incarceration but 
also from their spiritual prison. Help them to rest in the Lord Jesus, 
knowing that in a small part they are participating in the fellowship of His 
suffering. 

Use each one as a witness of Jesus Christ and may many be drawn into 
the kingdom of God, simply because of the gracious love which they 
display in their time of great difficulty. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

[https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Prayers-for-Prisoners] 

 

 



 
 

We hope you find this newsletter stimulating and thought-provoking. 

Articles for future newsletters are always welcome. Especially, it would be 

good to hear about individual or group activities, any good news about 

prisoners or any queries or comments you may have about the work of 

ACAT-UK. Please send any material – handwritten or typed – to the 

following office address for inclusion in the next available edition. 

 

 
The ACAT (UK) Office,  
C/o 25 Higher Woolbrook Park 
Sidmouth 
Devon 
EX10 9ED 
Tel: 01395 577669 
Email: uk.acat@gmail.com 

Contact details: 
Derek Lewis (Secretary) 
Tel: 01395 577669 
Email: D.R.Lewis@exeter.ac.uk 
Maurice Dyson (Treasurer) 
Tel: 01624 824255 
Email: dyson@manx.net 

 
Website: http://www.acatuk.org.uk 
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