
How do we equate success?  Is success a career in management perhaps or a titled role?  Do 

we see success as rising to the top of our chosen field and earning recognition fame and respect 

with a healthy wage packet thrown in for good measure? 

 

Today we find James and John not behaving as good disciples ought.  They ask Jesus for places 

of honour in heaven’s seating arrangements.  How could they have followed Jesus for as long as 

they had and yet fail to understand that he was not about status or power? 

 

James and John were amongst Jesus’ closest friends so perhaps they could have been forgiven 

for getting their wires crossed.  Their ministry was important.  More than important, their role 

was key to changing history.  But somewhere along the line, the importance of their mission 

and ‘self-importance’ had blurred, and James and John were left with a desire for acclaim and 

prestige.  Jesus had to gently point out that as Christians, these are never things we should 

seek.   

 

If we find ourselves in positions of importance we 

have to take the opportunity to work for a common 

good.  If we find ourselves with influence we need to 

use that influence to set a good example or to moti-

vate others.  If we are entrusted with leadership, we 

need to lead by rolling up our sleeves and serving oth-

ers.  The world needs “do-ers” not theorists.  Who 

wants to be led by someone intent on throwing their 

weight around? 

 

Today’s challenge is to serve with no expectation of 

return; to give with no expectation of recognition or 

influence.  The challenge is to become the person 

God wants us to be, not necessarily the person we 

want to be. 
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At this time of the Church’s year, we are asked to pray for:  

Students and Teachers; The Spread of the Gospel; Harvest; 

The Fruits of Human Work; and the reverent use of crea-

tion; Justice and Peace in the world; all victims of war; Young 

People; Prisoners and their Families.  Please pray for those 

we know who are unwell, as well as the many who have no 

one to pray for them;  for those in hospital, recovering from or await-

ing surgery; pray for many people who have COVID-19 at the moment; 

for all who have died recently, including Maureen Goonan 

[Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Bede’s 

Church on Wednesday 20th October; Peter Cameron [Willow Vale, 

Bedlington] whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated at St Bede’s on 

Friday 29th October; for Ken Offen [Morpeth] who died on Friday 

afternoon; and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Offertory Collections 

Thank you to all who are regularly contributing to our 

collections at Mass each week.  Alternatively you can 

make an online BACS donation or set up a Standing Or-

der for a regular payment.  Also many thanks to those 
who continue their regular Standing Orders.  Bank details and Standing 

Order forms are available by ringing the Parish Office.  Further infor-

mation on any of the above is available from Fr Peter. 

 

Booking for Sunday Mass 

You should continue to book for Sunday Mass, until further notice. 

To book your place at the Vigil Mass at St Bede’s Church,  

Please call St Bede’s Presbytery  01670 823 258  

Monday - Friday, 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~     ~~~~~   

To book your place at Sunday Mass at St Robert’s Church,  

Please call St Robert’s Presbytery  01670 513 410 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - 9.30am - 12noon 

and Thursday and Friday - 7pm - 9pm 

Please remember that if you are travelling together to Mass in a Car, 

why not book together and sit together at Mass?  At Weekday Mass, if 

you are going for coffee with others from the same Mass, why sit apart 

in Church, sit together!  If you are in a “social group” outside of 

Church, then surely you can sit together in Church?  You also no long-

er have to wait outside until a specific time to come into church.  So 

long as stewards are at the door, and able to show you to a seat, you 

can come into church. 

 

Diocesan COVID-19 Restrictions  

We have been asked to maintain the “one metre / 3 feet” social dis-

tancing in Church (families and social groups or bubbles can all sit together); 

we encourage use of the hand gel and recommend face coverings.  You 

must still book to come to Mass for a Saturday Vigil or Sunday Mass.  

These restrictions will be reviewed in early November.  Two changes 

now allow us to sing (wearing face coverings) and we can also take the 

collection once again. 

 

Limited Numbers for other Church Celebrations 

As our covid restrictions continue for a few more weeks, this will also 

affect those who attend Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings in coming 

weeks.  We have limited seating available in both Churches and every-

one attending is also encouraged to wear face coverings.  If unsure, 

please speak to Fr Peter. 

 

Hand Gel in Church 
You are asked to use the Hand Gel as you enter Church.  

Hand gel is also available in the benches and you are asked to 

use it, especially just before coming forward to receive Holy 

Communion.. 

 

Annual Mass Count 

We have taken the Annual Mass Count over the last 

four weeks.  Although unusual at this time of pandemic 

when our numbers are not normal, it does show us the 

figures we currently have coming to Mass.   

 At St Robert’s Church our average for 2021 is 

114 people at Mass, compared to 342 in 2019 - 

only 33.3% of the 2019 attendance.   

 At St Bede’s Church, the current average number at Mass is 49 

compared to 124 in 2019 - only 39.5% of the 2019 attendance. 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

Our partnership parishes need some adult catechists / helpers to help 

prepare our young people for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  No one 

has yet come forward.  Last chance to come forward this 

week! Whether you have been involved before and wish to do so again 

or wish to get involved for the first time, please contact Fr Peter with 

your contact details, so that they can be passed on to those who are 

coordinating this.   

 

Do you want to be Confirmed? 

If you are a young person in Year 9 and above at St Benet Biscop or 

King Edward VI Schools or equivalent, and wish to be take part in the 

preparation and then receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, please 

contact Fr Peter, or Deacon Stephen and we will pass on an application 

form which should be returned as soon as possible.  At the moment we 

seem to have ONE person from each Church that is interested, which 

isn't very many considering how many should be confirmed!! 

 

Preparing for Baptism 

Parents requesting Baptism for a child are asked to contact us to make 

arrangements to attend the next Baptism Preparation Meeting to be 

held in November at St Bede’s Church.  Once parents have attended 

this preparation meeting, they are asked to meet with 

Fr Peter (or Deacon Stephen if for St Bede’s Church) to 

make arrangements and set a date for the Baptism.  

Please note that one parent must be a baptised 

catholic for Baptism in the Catholic Church and it is 

also hoped that the catholic parent or even the 

whole family has been to Mass recently, especially as at the Baptism 

the parents will be promising to bring their child up “in the practice of 

the faith”.  

 

Extraordinary Ministers Role 

It is now possible for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion to 

resume their ministry of taking Holy Communion out to the Sick and 

Housebound, if Ministers feel comfortable resuming this ministry and if 

the sick and housebound, and their families, and those in Nursing 

Homes, are comfortable for it to resume.  Guidelines suggest that mul-

tiple people in separate residences should not be visited in the same 

morning, to avoid any possible spreading of coronavirus.  Hand Gel 
and face coverings should be used.  Those going into Nursing and 

Care Homes must also follow the Home’s ‘covid guidelines’ and 

probably take a lateral flow test before entering.  Please check with 

the Homes and with those you are visiting, before resuming this. 

 

Sycamore Course 

The Sycamore Course is designed to help people develop their faith 

and Fr Peter is wondering about starting this course to help people in 

our parishes deepen their faith and come together, once our covid 

restrictions come to an end.  Would there be any interest from mem-

bers of the parish to come together to take part in this course?  Please 

contact Fr Peter to let him know if you are interested. 

 

The Wednesday Word 

“Wednesday Word” Reflections on the Sunday readings, for both 

adults and children can be accessed at wednesdayword.org  This is a 

wonderful resource to help focus on our Sunday Readings.  Edited by 

Dom Henry Wansborough OSB of Ampleforth Abbey, it is a wonderful 

resource for both parishes and for Schools to help focus on the forth-

coming Sunday readings. 
 

Bonus Ball At St Robert’s 

Congratulations to Gillian Davison who won £25 in Week 2 

of the  Bonus Ball, with number 55. 
 

New Members of the Parish Council 

Father Peter is looking to recruit some new members to St Robert’s  

Parish Council, not to replace the existing members, but to add to their 

number.  The times ahead, in the light of what we have been through 

could be challenging for us all and the same is true for our parishes.  

And so we nee a few more people to come alongside the existing mem-

bers of the Parish Council to help us rebuild for the future.  Could you 

be the one that could make a difference to what St Robert’s Parish 

Council does?  Do you have some insights and thoughts that could help 

us?  Could you help with us moving forward?    If interested please have 

a word with Fr Peter. 



Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers 

The Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be celebrated at 11am on 

Saturday 20th November at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle.  

Bishop Robert will celebrate the Mass and it is hoped that 

Altar Servers can come together from across the Dio-

cese.   It will be great to see everyone after missing last year 

and building on the great success of the previous Diocesan 

Altar Servers’ Mass in 2019.  

 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Lourdes Pilgrimage  

Preparations are beginning for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes from 

Friday 29th July - Friday 5th August 2022.  It is 

hoped that pilgrims will be able to travel together 

as a Diocese once more.   In order to aid the plan-

ning stages, it would be helpful if you could indicate 

your interest in travelling to Lourdes in July 2022 

and state if you would be willing to offer any help 

or volunteer for any of the roles that support the smooth running of 

the Pilgrimage.   Please contact lourdes@rcdhn.org.uk for an 

‘expression of interest’ form or check out the website 
www.hexhamandnewcastlelourdespilgrimage.co.uk   

 

Month of the Holy Souls 

During the month of November, to help us remember the 

souls of the Faithful Departed, paper notelets will be avail-

able in Church for you to write the names of your loved 

deceased relatives and friends.  A basket or container will 

be available for you to place these pieces of paper.  Holy 

Souls Envelopes will also be available if you wish to make a 

donation towards Masses for the Holy Souls, which will be 

offered throughout the coming year. 

 

Remembering those who died since the Pandemic began 

From Bishop Robert: Since the Pandemic began, the ways in which we 

have been able to say goodbye to our loved ones and to celebrate their 

funerals have been severely restricted.  This applies to those who died 

with the Coronavirus and to those we have lost through other circum-

stances.  Every family and parish is finding ways to express their loss.  

As part of our Diocesan family approach to these difficult times we shall 

especially dedicate the month of November to our remembrance.   

 For November, every parish is invited to prepare a ‘Book of 

Remembrance’ to contain the names of all those who died dur-

ing these difficult days.   

 Each parish is asked to celebrate a special Mass for their dead 

using the Book of Remembrance as a focus.   

 Each Episcopal Area, eg Northumberland, will have an oppor-

tunity to gather for another Mass for our Dead at which Bishop 

Robert plans to preside.  Our Area Mass will be announced 

soon. 

 These Books of Remembrance will then be brought to St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Newcastle the following week, so that all those 

named may be remembered at a Solemn Requiem Mass cele-

brated by Bishop Robert at 11.00am on Saturday 27th Novem-

ber.   

 Representation from the parishes will be invited to this Mass 

while respecting the ongoing need for distancing. 

 

Food Donations 

The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group need donations of Food and 

Toiletries to support refugees and asylum seekers.  The SVP is the local 

contact with the Justice and Peace Group and will be delivering to 

Blackfriars in Newcastle.  If you can help with any of the following items 

it would be greatly appreciated …  

Tinned Tomatoes; Chickpeas; Tinned Fish (e.g. 

tuna); Biscuits (Single packets are easier for us to distrib-

ute than tins or biscuit collections.) Rice (Preferably not 

microwave rice, as not all our clients will have access to a 

microwave. Standard sized rice bags ideally).  Sugar (Please 

continue to collect. Standard 1kg size bags ideally).  Sweet 

Treats; Toilet Roll, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Soap, 

Deodorant, Toothpaste, and Toothbrushes.  Items 

can only be left when the Church is open at Mass times.  

Boxes are available.   

 

Diocesan Day of Recollection 

“Called to the Supper of the Lamb”: A Day of Reflection for Extraordi-

nary Ministers of Holy Communion at Ushaw College, Durham on 

Saturday 30th October 2021 10.30am - 3.30pm.  Booking can be made 

by using this link … https://forms.office.com/r/hGQJf2UbLJ   This day is 

optional and it is not obligatory for anyone to book on them at the 

moment. 

 

Diocesan Sacristans Course  

The course will look at the importance of preparing for the celebration 

of the Liturgy and the Sacramental Rites. We shall study the proper use 

and care of those things that are needed for worship in the Parish 

Church during the Liturgical Year.  To be held at St Bede Chapel Road, 

Jarrow,  NE32 3LX Tuesday 26th October  from 10am - 3pm 

(Commissioning Mass at 12.15pm) The cost is  £5.00.  Participants will 

need to bring a packed lunch on the day. 

 

Diocesan Readers Course 

The course will look at the importance of the Word of God in the 

Liturgy.  It will consider the need to reflect on the meaning of the sa-
cred text and provide training to help improve technique in proclaiming 

it. To be held at St Joseph’s Church, Thorneyholme Terrace, Stanley, 

DH9 0BL on Monday 8th November, 7pm-9pm and Saturday 13th No-

vember 10am – 3pm (A Commissioning Service will be held at 3.00pm)  

The cost is £10.00 and participants will need to bring a packed lunch on 

the Saturday.  Places are limited on these courses and are subject to 

change, depending on the current Government Coronavirus regula-

tions. Please telephone the Vicariate for Faith & Mission on 07375 

934713 or email adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk 

 

Liturgical Lay Leaders to a Day of Reflection 

A Day of Reflection for Lay Liturgical Leaders is planned for Saturday 

6th November at St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Gateshead.  Booking is essen-

tial as numbers are strictly limited.  Booking will close on Friday 29th 

October.  

 

Northumberland Listening Service 

If there is something troubling you, if you feel affected by the difficulties 

around us with coronavirus, or trying to “get back to normal” or if 

there is any other issue troubling you that you need to talk to someone 

about, the number is Northumberland Listening Service  07732 

980740 

 

Local Food Bank Donations 

We now have an extra box [with a red lid] at the back of St Robert’s 

Church for the Wansbeck Valley Foodbank [financial donations can also 

be made online] and the food bin for the Matthew Project is now back 

at St Bede’s Church.  Donations of all non-perishable food items are 

welcome to be placed into the bins for those less fortunate than our-

selves. 

 

World Mission Sunday Collection 

Next Sunday, 24th October, is World Mission Sunday and is a world 

day of prayer for the work of the Missions and the 

spread of the Gospel.  The theme the Holy Father 

has chosen this year is: ‘We cannot but speak about 

what we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20). In his 

message for World Mission Sunday, Pope Francis 

says:  ‘Once we experience the power of God’s love we cannot help 

but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ relation-

ship with his disciples and his humanity shows us the extent to which 

God loves our humanity and makes his own our joys and sufferings, our 

hopes and our concerns’.  This World Mission Sunday, help Missio 

ensure selfless missionaries can keep loving, serving and sharing God’s 

peace.   As the Pope’s official charity for world mission, Missio enables 

Catholics in England and Wales to live out the call received at Baptism: 

to share in the Church’s universal mission.   If you support this please 

leave your envelopes in the baskets. 

 

Clergy Training Fund 

The Clergy Training Fund opens on 31st October 

until 28th November.  This fund is used for training 

our seminarians and also for any member of the cler-

gy who may need assistance for further studies. 

 



The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Intentions for October 2021 
Missionary Disciples:  We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, 

by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel.  

 

Year of  
St Joseph 

 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son;  in you Mary placed her trust;  

with you Christ became man.  

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen.  

Masses and Intentions this week  

 St Robert of Newminster Church 

Morpeth 

St Bede’s Church 

Bedlington 

Saturday 16th October 
St Margaret Mary Alacoque 

10am Mass: Morton Stott (D&VS)  

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 17th October 

29th Sunday Yr B 

9am Mass: George Beattie 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Olivia, Ollie & Lydia Kerry 

Monday 18th October 
St Luke 

 10am Mass: No Intention 

Tuesday 19th October 
St Paul of the Cross 

10am Mass: Ken Wilson  

Wednesday 20th October 
Weekday 

 10.15am Requiem Mass: Maureen Goonan 
Followed by Cremation at 11.45am 

Thursday 21st October 
Weekday 

10am Mass: Morton Stott (RH)   

Friday 22nd October 
St John Paul II 

 10am Mass: O’Connor and Stott Families (PS) 

Saturday 23rd October 

Weekday 

10am Mass: CWL (FF) 

10.30am: Adoration and Confessions 

1.00pm Wedding Service:   

                         Kate Simpson and Jack Kelcher 

5pm - 5.20pm: Confessions 

5.30pm Vigil Mass:  People of the Parish 

Sunday 24th October 

30th Sunday Yr B 
9am Mass: Douglas Cone 

11am Mass: People of the Parish 

12.30pm Baptism: Leo Shanahan 

 

Livestreaming Mass from St Robert of Newminster Church 

Masses at St Robert of Newminster Church can now 

be viewed on YouTube at http://bit.ly/StRobert  Mass-

es are streamed live at 9am on Sunday, 10am on Tues-

day and 10am Thursday, or as a recording on the above Parish 

YOUTUBE site anytime.   If anyone else wishes to be involved in con-

trolling the livestream during Mass on a Sunday or at either of the 

weekday Masses, please let Fr Peter know as soon as possible 

 

Can you help with Livestream? 

Are you able to assist with the tablet control and laptop 

for the Livestream of Masses.  If you are able to help at 

the 9am Mass on a Sunday or at the 10am Mass on a 

Tuesday or Thursday, please let Fr Peter know as soon 

as possible. 

MarriageCare Relationship Counsellor 

One of the many effects of Covid-19 and the consequent restrictions 

has been the impact on family relationships, particularly strains placed 

on couples, leading in some cases, to domestic and child abuse and 

neglect. Support for families is vital by individuals trained in relation-

ship counselling.  MarriageCare, a charity in collaboration with our 

Diocese, is offering a Relationship Counselling Course for our parish-

ioners who feel a vocation to support. Full training will be provided 

and a Certificate in Relationship Counselling (CRC) will be awarded. 

Further details and application are available on the contacts shown on 

the flyer.  MarriageCare will be hosting an online CRC Open Event via 

Zoom on Monday 25 October 2021 1-2pm for anyone who would 

like to know more about the role, training and MarriageCare.  Inter-

ested parishioners can contact Rachaelo@marriagecare.org.uk. 

 

 


