
Masses and Intentions this week 
Saturday 28th March Weekday of Lent Joyce Gonsalves  

Sunday 29th March  Fifth Sunday of Lent Deceased Members of Aitken & Edwards Families  

Monday 30th March  Weekday of Lent Wilf Bateman and Elizabeth Charlton 

Tuesday 31st March  Weekday of Lent George Beattie  

Wednesday 1st April Weekday of Lent Claire Boulter  

Thursday 2nd April  Weekday of Lent Michael & Pat Ibbetson  

Friday 3rd April  Weekday of Lent Northumbria Healthcare Trust Workers  

Saturday 4th April Weekday of Lent Carole Lathaen  

Sunday 5th April  Palm Sunday  Joe McKee  

Sunday 29th March 2020 — Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Stott 

St Robert’s Presbytery, Collingwood House, Oldgate, Morpeth NE61 1QF 

Tel  01670 513410  |  Email  morpeth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk  |  peterjstott@aol.com 
 

Parish Deacon: Reverend Stephen Boulter 

St Bede’s Presbytery, Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS 

Tel 01670 823258  |  Email bedlington.stbede@rcdhn.org.uk 
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PARISHES OF THE BRINKBURN PARTNERSHIP, NORTHUMBERLAND 

The most unsettling parts of the Bible are the bits where Jesus doesn’t do exactly what we expect.  Today Jesus’ good 

friends Mary and Martha send him a message to come quickly because their brother Lazarus is dying.  We would expect 
Jesus to drop everything and go quickly to their house. Instead, he hangs around for a couple of days and does nothing.  
What can he be thinking of? In truth, the delay is an essential part of the story.  If Jesus had simply raised Lazarus from 
feeling unwell the story would have lacked poignancy, and no one would have had their faith significantly deepened that 

day.  That Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead has a dramatic and profound impact on all …. not least Lazarus himself. 
 
We might have expected Lazarus to have more to say on the matter.  We might 
wish that he had shared a couple of life after death experiences with us, but it 

seems that Lazarus and his experiences are not really the point of the story.  The 
main point of the story is Jesus’ ability to transform the meaning of life and death 
for those who trust in him.  Jesus says, “I am the resurrection  and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die.”  In bringing Lazarus back to life, Jesus shows the 
crowds that death need hold no fear for those who place their trust in him. 
 

It is truly life changing to know that we are invited to place this much faith in 
God.  It is life changing to know that God can handle any situation in which we 
find ourselves, and that he knows how to lead us through it.  All we have to do is 
focus our faith on God rather than our own imagined solutions.  Expect surpris-

es.  Expect delays.  Expect a God who can guide us through life with all its chal-
lenges. 



Please pray for: Peace on Earth, Racial Justice 

Day, Christian Unity, Victims of Human Traf-

ficking, The Sick and those who care for them, 

The Unemployed, Candidates for the Sacra-

ments, Women, The Needy and Hungry of the 

World, Penitents and Wanderers, Survivors of 

Sexual Abuse.  Please pray for those who are 

sick and unwell, for all who have died recently 

including Eileen Richardson [Morpeth] whose Funeral 

Service will be held at the Graveside at Pegswood Ceme-

tery on 30th March; for Will Jones, [Cambois] husband 

of Rebecca and son-in-law of Alison Johnston who died 

suddenly last weekend; and for all whose anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

 

Newsletter Items 

This newsletter will probably change its format in the 

coming weeks as there may be very little information or 

news to include but we will continue to keep you in-

formed about the important things.  If you have anything 

for the newsletter, please e-mail items for the parish 

newsletter by 7pm on Wednesday to the parish office 

email address at St Robert’s … mor-

peth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk 

 

Contacting Fr Peter or Deacon Stephen 

Fr Peter and Deacon Stephen are still around trying to 

adjust to life without public Masses and Services and Dea-

con Stephen is continuing his work in the Northumbria 

NHS Trust.  Obviously it is impossible to speak face to 

face at the moment so please contact them by e-mail or 

telephone, rather than face to face, to reduce the risk of 

infection by Coronavirus.  The same is true of contacting 

any of the Hospital Chaplains at this time. 

 

Parish Offices, Diocesan Offices and Eeents 

Both St Robert's and St Bede’s Parish Offices are closed 

at the moment.  Both Bernadette and Pat are following 

the advice given by Diocesan HR and working from home 

when possible.  However, Fr Peter is around with a bit of 

time on his hands and can easily answer the phone!!  All 

Diocesan Offices are now closed and all meetings and 

events planned by the diocese are cancelled. 

 

Marriages and Baptisms 

All Baptism and Marriages have been postponed and new 

dates will have to be arranged.  Those concerned are 

asked to speak to Fr Peter as soon as possible, although 

there isn't much that we can say at the moment about 

future dates for these celebrations. 
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Newsletter 

We will continue to provide a Newsletter with the Mass 

intentions and any other news appropriate.  This will be 

available online on our websites.  If however, you would 

prefer to receive a pdf version as an email directly to you, 

please send your email address into Fr Peter and we will 

set up a Mailing List for the newsletter each week during 

the time that we are not gathering to celebrate Mass to-

gether. 

 

First Holy Communion Masses 

Unfortunately our First Holy Communion Masses in May 

are to be rescheduled to a date latr in the year.  We will 

try make it a wonderful celebration. 

 

Rededication of England to Mary 

Sunday 29th March is the day we have been 

asked to pray for the Rededication of England 

as the Dowry of Mary.  Last year we celebrat-

ed the visit of the statue of Our Lady of Wal-

singham to St Mary's Cathedral.   As part of 

the preparations for this celebration.  The 

prayers for this Redeication are on St Robert’s 

website so that you can join in at 12noon on Sunday. 

 

Using our Website and Facebook Pages 

The best and easiest way to find out what is 

happening in our parishes during this difficult 

time is to use the website of our Parishes 

and the Facebook pages that we 

have.  The websites currently 

have information there that will help to keep 

you in touch with the Church, locally, nation-

ally and internationally and is is being updated 

with additional information.  New links have been added 

for parents with children in the Children's Liturgy links.  

The website addresses are on the front page of this 

newsletter. 

 

Your Church Offering 

At this very difficult time why not change the way you 

make your offering to the Church … and 

set up a Standing Order, so that your 

donation will just be taken out of your 

bank account on the 6th day of every 

month.  Standing Order Mandates are 

available on the website.  Alternatively, if you wish to 

make a donation by BACS directly from your own bank 

account, please send an email and we will send you the 

bank details so that you can make a direct contribution. 

Our Churches remain CLOSED until further notice  

for all Masses,  Private Prayer, Baptism, Marriages and Funerals.   

Funerals will only be celebrated either at the Crematorium or at the Graveside.  

STAY SAFE EVERYONE - REMEMBER THE ADVICE -  STAY HOME.  

We need to protect everyone.  This virus doesn't move, we move; and when we move the virus can be 

spread, so the less people we meet each day, the less likely the virus is  to spread.   Love and prayers to 

everyone.  Ring me if you want a chat.  I’m here most of time in the Presbytery, Fr Peter 

The Pope’s Intentions March 2020 - Catholics in China 
 

We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. 

Lenten Alms, Marys Meals and CAFOD Donations 

At the moment the easiest way to make a do-

nations to these charities is online … 

 St Cuthbert’s Care Lenten Alms Ap-

peal ... visit their website and follow 

the i r  i n st ruct ions  -  s t cu th-

bertscare.org.uk/support/indexDonate.php   

 Mary’s Meals … https://giving.marysmeals.org/ 

 CAFOD ….. wwwcafod.co.uk 

 

Diocesan Justice & Peace Project 

The Project has closed until further notice 

 

St Robert’s SVP 

We appreciate that this is a time when the need for sup-

port to many of our housebound and elderly parishioners 

is greater than ever and are very sad that 

because of the age profile of current mem-

bers we are not able to offer that support.  

The situation emphasises the urgent need 

for younger people to join the SVP so that 

it can keep going now and into the future. 

If anyone is able to consider doing this please contact the 

current President - Gerry Harber - by telephone on  

01670 517829. 

 

Needing Help 

“COVID Mutual Aid” groups are people who want to do 

all they can to support their own local communities. 

There are many of these across the Diocese with many 

volunteers willing to help out. On COVID Mutual Aid's 

website -  covidmutualaid.org/ - you can search for groups 

locally.  Many have Facebook pages providing further in-

formation. 

 

Praying together in a time of need 

It is important that we continue to pray at this time of 

national emergency and it has been suggested that we try 

to pray at the same time, even though we are all in differ-

ent places.  Aware that everyone 

has their own routine, would it be 

possible for us to pray the Rosary 

at 6pm each evening or the Stations 

of the Cross.  It doesn't matter 

what we do, as long as we’re doing 

something at the same time as one another and joining 

together in prayer. 

Thanks from our parishes …..  

We have many doctors, nurses and care workers, as well 

as other NHS workers and chaplains and others who are  

working for the emergency services, in our parishes and 

amongst our families and friends.  We thank them for 

their care and dedication and for their long hours and we 

pray for them at this very difficult time for the work that 

they are doing.  We also want to pay tribute to our 

school staff who are keeping our schools open to provide 

a safe place for our children while their parents are at 

work.  The people who work in our shops and supermar-

kets are doing a wonderful job and we are relying on so 

many delivery drivers and those who work for the Royal 

Mail at this time.  We are very proud of everyone who, 

perhaps without even realizing it, is living the gospel in 

words and action and doing their best to care for those in 

need and we pray for them all. 

 

Clocks Forward 

Have you remembered to change your 

clocks … one  hour forward on Satur-

day night! 

 

Holy Week 

It seems that we will be closed for all the Holy Week and 

Easter Ceremonies.  It is going to be aa very unusual time 

for us all.  Please never stop pray-

ing.  The darkness of Holy Week 

gave way to bright light of the res-

urrection and new life.  We will 

come through these darks days in the same way if we stay 

strong and have faith and trust in God. 

 

Praying for the People of the Holy Land 

The Christian community of Holy Land is facing the same 

struggles that we are with “lockdown” but their suffering 

is so much greater because they already live under ex-

treme and difficult circumstances.  Pray for 

them.  Bethlehem has been on lockdown for 

over three weeks.  We hope to be able to still 

visit the Holy Land in November.  Would you 

like to consider travelling with us and to support those 

people who live in that special place?  Speak to Fr Peter 

for forms.  We currently have 35 people going on this 

pilgrimage and there are still places available.  Perhaps you 

could look on this pilgrimage as “the light at the end of 

the tunnel” and something to look forward to. 
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