
Please pray for: 

 all who are sick; and all who have died recently including Isabella Say whose Funer-
al Service will be held on Friday 28th October at 11am 

 Students and Teachers; the spread of the Gospel; Harvest; the fruits of human work 
and the reverent use of creation; Justice and Peace in the world; all victims of war; 
young people; prisoners and their families. 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for October 

General Intentions:  Journalists … That journalists, in carrying out their work, may always 
be motivated by respect for truth and a strong sense of ethics. 
 

Missionary Intention:  World Mission Day … That World Mission Day may renew within 
all Christian communities the joy of the Gospel and the responsibility to announce it. 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s) 
“Discerning God's Call in my life” takes place from 11th - 13th November in Liver-
pool.  The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).  
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different aspects of vowed life, and 
time for prayer, reflection and discussion with other young women who are also 
considering a vocation to religious life. It's an opportunity to live community life 
for a weekend and meet some sisters!  For more information contact Sr Lynne fcj 
at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit their website www.fcjsisters.org  
 
Vocation Discernment 
For those thinking about Priesthood (aged 16 and over), the diocese has arranged some 
Evenings of Prayer and Reflection with an opportunity to listen to speakers talk about their 
own discernment, faith journeys and vocations.   A meal will follow these evenings of prayer 
and reflection.  Further details are available from the Diocesan Vocations Promoter: Fr Da-
vid Smith 0191 2676063 | stjohnvianneywestdenton@gmail.com   Meetings to be held on 
23 November, 21 December 2016, 25 January, 22 February, 22 March, 3 May, 24 May and 
21 June 2017 at St Mary’s Cathedral from 6.30pm - 8.30pm.  
 
Pray for Vocations:  Vocations come from our ordinary parish communities.  Perhaps 
we have some men in our parish who have a vocation to the priesthood or some to the 
permanent diaconate.  Pray for them that they might come forward with courage to ex-
plore the possibility.   Pray for vocations.   

Mass and Service Times and Intentions 

Saturday 22nd October 5.30pm Vigil Mass Nancy and Brian Watson 30th Sunday C 

Monday 24th October 10.00am Mass Mary and Tommy Devine Weekday 

Tuesday 25th October 10.00am Word and Communion Service   Weekday 

Thursday 27th October 10.00am Word and Communion Service   Weekday 

Friday 28th October  10.00am Mass Brian Watson Ss Simon and Jude  

 11.00am  Funeral Service: Isabel Say  

Saturday 29th October 5.30pm Vigil Mass Tom, Elizabeth & John Coates 31st Sunday C 

Devotions this week 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 9.20am - 9.50 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday  5.00pm - 5.15 pm 
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Can you remember the thrill of a good exam result? The 

trouble with exam results is, that despite the knowledge 

that exams are about measuring our own potential, we still 

like to compare our marks against those of our classmates. 

Our success is made all the more meaningful by the fact 

that others have done less well. If this mentality stopped 

at exams this wouldn’t be so bad, but what happens when 

the same attitude spills over into the rest of our lives? Do 

we look down on others because they have more menial 

jobs, because they’re on benefits, because they don’t go 

to church or haven’t given as much to charity as we have? 

Do we look down on those who have made mistakes in life, 

who drink too much, take drugs or end up in prison? Do we 

measure our own righteousness against the poor decisions 

of others? When this mentality afflicts us, we are in dan-

ger of becoming smug, unfeeling and self-righteous. 

 

There’s a big difference between being righteous and self-righteous. 

The Pharisee in today’s parable is a good man, but his mistake is in 

thinking that he is a better person than the sinner who prays next to 

him. The Pharisee fails to see the sinner’s worth and he completely 

fails to see his own shortcomings. It comes as no surprise that it’s the 

sinner’s humble prayer that God hears and not the Pharisee’s proud 

boasts. Is God going to love us more because we are getting things 

right? Is God going to love the vagrant or the criminal less because 

they have made mistakes or enjoyed fewer privileges?  

 

As we forge our individual relationships with God we are asked to do it not by comparing our 

progress with those around us, but by keeping one eye on our own failings. 
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Tea and Coffee is served after Mass every Saturday evening. Everyone is welcome.  
 

Collection:  16/10/2016 - £222.88.  Thank You. 
 

World Mission Sunday 
Today is World Mission Sunday. The Holy Father invites all Catholics to 
contribute to a special collection for ‘Missio’, his official charity for overseas 
mission. Your prayers and donations today will support the work of mis-
sionaries, like those in Rwanda, as they share God’s mercy and love with 
those who are suffering. The World Mission Sunday collection will support mission pro-
jects worldwide that bring God’s love and the Gospel message of dignity for all. Please 
give what you can, and if possible, please use the Gift Aid envelopes if you are a taxpayer. 
Thank you. 
 

Clergy Training Fund: next week with Collection: open for four weeks for donations  
 

Parish Meeting 
There will be a Parish Meeting on Wednesday 2nd November at 7.30pm in the Hall.  Eve-
ryone welcome. 
 

Forward Together in Hope 

 Appeal for Help:  We are very grateful for all that Tony Hart has accom-
plished as the Parish Rep for Forward Together in Hope.  His ap-
peal last week was an indication that the remaining work on this 
cannot be done by him alone.  Anyone able to help him, especially 
by being able to attend forthcoming meetings about proposed 
partnerships would be greatly appreciated. 

 Area Partnership Meeting:  A meeting has been arranged on Thursday 3rd 
November at 7pm at St Aidan’s, Ashington, for clergy, Parish representatives and 
the FTiH teams in our local parishes to meet to discuss the proposed partnership.  
St Aidans Ashington and Sacred Heart and St Cuthbert, Amble wish to be part of 
the Partnership with Longhorsley, Morpeth and Bedlington.  If anyone else is inter-
ested in coming along, please speak to Fr Peter. 

 Our Parish website has links to all the updates from the Diocese about FTiH.  It is 
very useful to read the papers produced so far. 

 
Year of Mercy Talks—Works of Mercy 
A talk for the Year of Mercy on “Bury the Dead” will be held here at St Bede’s 
Church on Wednesday 16th November at 7.00pm.  Come along and listen 
to the voices of those who offer dignity to those who have died and comfort 
to those who mourn.  Refreshments will be available from 6.30pm.  For further 
information please contact the  Department for Spirituality, on 01912433302 
or email spirituality@diocesehn.org.uk 
 
Jubilee Year of Mercy Conclusion 
On Saturday the 19th November the Jubilee Year of Mercy will end. At 12noon tha day, at 
St Mary’s Cathedral, there will be a Diocesan Mass during which the Holy Door will be 
closed.  Bishop Seamus invites everyone to join in celebrating the conclusion of this Holy 
Year.  
 
Afternoon Reflection: Close of the Year of Mercy 
The Lay Carmelite Association are holding an afternoon of Reflection for the conclusion of 

The Year of Mercy on Sunday 20th November 2016 at St Aidan’s RC Church, 
Ashington.  Begins at 1.00pm with a Shared Table, followed by Lectio Divine, 
A talk on Forgiveness with some discussions, a talk on mercy and ending 
with Evening Prayer.  Everyone Welcome.  For Information about the Lay 
Carmelite Community, Contact: Teresa Kelly 01670 732230  

Holyday of Obligation: All Saints 
Tuesday 1st November is the Feast of All Saints and a Holyday of Obligation.  There will 
be a Vigil Mass at St Bede’s, Bedlington at 7pm on Monday 31st October.  Masses will be 
celebrated at 12.30pm and 7.00pm at Morpeth on Tuesday 1st November. 
 

Remembering our Deceased Families and Parishioners 
There will be Mass here at St Bede’s on Wednesday 2nd November at 7.00pm for the 
Feast of All Souls. 
 

Commemorating the Deceased Polish Community 
There are a number of Polish War Graves in the Churchyard at St Mary's Church, Mor-
peth.  The cadets and pipers of the Combined Cadet Force based at The Northumberland 
Church of England Academy will be holding a short service of Remembrance beside the 
Polish War Graves at St Mary's churchyard on Sunday 13th November.  Anyone wishing to 
attend should meet in the Storey Community Centre Car park at 3.30pm.   
 

Preparing for Baptism 
For Baptism, one parent of the child to be baptised must be a baptised Catholic.  Mass on 
a Saturday Evening or a Sunday is expected; one of the godparents must also be a prac-
tising Catholic and we ask parents to attend the Baptism Preparation meeting. The next 
meeting will be at St Robert’s Church, Morpeth on Thursday 10th November at 
7.30pm.  Any parents wishing to attend should speak to Fr Peter.  After the Baptism 
Preparation, the parents should speak once again to Fr Peter and make arrangements for 
an appointment to fix a date for a Baptism.    
 
Fundraising for the Christians of the Holy Land 
St Robert’s Parish are holding a Dinner in St Robert’s School 
Hall on Saturday 12th November, c7.30pm.  All the proceeds 
will go to help support Christians in the Holy Land – Palestine, 
Jordan and Syria.  Tickets will be on sale after Masses at St 
Robert’s from 9th October onwards and can be reserved in advance by contacting Ken 
Wilson or Matt Boyle, or email the Parish Office ... mor-
peth.strobertnewminster@rcdhn.org.uk   Tickets are £15 per person and we hope to have 
an excellent social night. 
 

Torchlight Procession 
St Mary’s Hexham are hosting a Torchlight Procession to mark the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception and in Thanksgiving for the Year of Mercy, on 
Friday 9th December at 7.00pm, led by Bishop Seamus Cunningham.  All wel-
come … meet at the bandstand in the park adjacent to Hexham Abbey which 
will be decorated with festive lights to pray the Rosary and sing hymns in 
honour of Our Lady, then process to St. Mary’s for a homily and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  A Collection will be taken in aid of the Diocesan 
Hospitalité of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
The Diocese is seeking to appoint a Safeguarding Coordinator.   For an application pack 
please visit the website rcdhn.org.uk or call  0191 243 3301 or Email: hu-
man.resources@diocesehn.org.uk  The closing date for applications is 11th November 
2016 and Interviews will be held on Friday 25th November.  
 
Pope John Paul II Award 
Registration is now open for the Pope John Paul II Award, for young peo-
ple aged 16—18.  Further details can be found at … 
www.thepopejohnpauliiaward.com   For further information if you wish to 
take part please contact Joe Gallagher or Fr Peter. 
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