
Tea and Coffee 

Tea and Coffee are served after Mass every Saturday 
evening and all are welcome.  The proceeds from the 
tea and coffee are to be donated to a charity called 

“New Hope”, proceeds are for children in Bogota, 
Colombia and the Janice and Ababio Academy in 
Bogoso, Ghana.  In Bogoso the school has 300 chil-
dren and need funds for a mini bus to help the chil-

dren to travel to school from outlying areas. 
 

Retiring Collections 

Saturday 2nd September: £292.85 
Saturday 9th September: £264.46 

 

Education Sunday Collection 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to last 
weeks Retiring Collection for the Catholic Education 

Service which raised £292.85 
 

Aid to the Church in Need 

We are delighted to welcome Mr Mike Collins to St 

Bede’s Church tonight, who is here with us to make 
an appeal on behalf of “Aid to the Church in Need”.  

He will give a talk about their 

work and there will be a 
collection. 

 

Home Mission Sunday 2017  
On the third Sunday of September the Catholic 
Church celebrates Home Mission Sunday. This is an 

opportunity to inspire Catholics and help them to 

engage with the mission of the Church, whilst sup-
porting the work of the Home Mission Office.  Often 

when we hear the word ‘Mission’ it is associated with 
the valuable work of sharing our faith and helping 

people in other countries. 

Whilst this is still important, 
the Home Mission Office 
helps Catholics to share their 
faith with those they love, 

know and meet on home turf. If home is where the 

heart is, the best place to start sharing our faith is 
with the people we carry in our hearts.  Many people 

find the idea of talking about their faith to others 
daunting, but we can take comfort from knowing that 
it is the Holy Spirit who will spark an interest in the 

hearts of those whom we long to know the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. Our first step is therefore to 
pray for those we love and care for, that they be 

open to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Parish Finance Committee Meeting 
There will be a meeting of the Parish Finance Com-

mittee on Monday 2nd October at 6.00pm at St 
Bede’s. 

Silver Jubilee of St Bede’s Church 

We will be celebrating the Silver Jubilee of our Church 
on Friday 20th October, with a concelebrated Mass 
at 7.00pm, followed by some refreshments in the 

Hall.  Bishop Séamus will lead our Mass, and we look 
forward to welcoming visiting priests from our 
neighbouring and Vicariate parishes, as well as those 
who have lived and worked here in St Bede’s over the 

years.   Many thanks to everyone who attended the meet-
ing last Wednesday evening and for everyone's generosity 
in willing to support and prepare for this very special cele-

bration.  
 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

We recently formed a new Parish Pastoral Council at 
St Bede’s and are very grateful to those who agreed to 
become members.  There will be another meeting on 

Thursday 21st September at 7.00pm for members to 
come together.  If anyone has any items for discussion 
on the Agenda, please speak to Deacon Stephen. 

 

Baptism Preparation Meeting 
The next Baptism Preparation Meeting planned for 
Thursday 21st September at St Robert’s Church Hall, 

has been cancelled as no parents have contacted the 
Parish office, or fr Peter or Deacon Stephen.   The 
next meeting will be in St Bede’s, Bedlington on 19th 

October at 6.30pm. 
 

Partnership Development Group Meeting 

The new “Partnership Development Group” will next 

meet on Thursday 14th September at St Thomas of 
Canterbury, Longhorsley at 7.00pm. 

 
Partnership Finance Group 

The new “Partnership Finance Committee” will meet 

on Thursday 28th September at St Aidan’s, Ashington 
at 7.00pm. 
 

Lay Carmelites Meeting 

There will be a Carmelite meeting in St Aidan's Pres-

bytery, Ashington on Sunday 17th September at 
2.00pm—4.30pm. Anyone interested in learning about 

Carmelite spirituality is welcome. 
 

Apostleship of the Sea Mass 

You are invited by the Apostleship of the Sea, to the 
celebration of Mass at 12.05pm at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Newcastle on Friday 22nd September.  This Mass will 

be an opportunity to pray for seafarers 
and the work of the AoS the ports of this 

diocese.  A reception will follow the 
Mass.  For further information, please 

contact  … 
salvina@apostleshipofthesea.org.uk. 

Partnership Rosary Afternoon 

The Partnership Spirituality Network 
have organised a Rosary afternoon to be 
held here at St Bede’s, Bedlington on 

Saturday 7th October, the Feast of the 
Holy Rosary.  More details soon. 

 

Vocation Discernment  
For those thinking about or feel they have a voca-

tion  to the Priesthood and who are aged 16 and 
over, monthly meetings are being held, with the next 

one on Wednesday 20th  September 2017 at St 

Mary’s Cathedral 6.30pm - 8.30pm.  Please see 
poster in the Church porch for further details or 
contact the Diocesan Vocations Promoter: Fr David 

Smith, on  0191 267 6063, or e-mail him at stjohn-
vianneywestdenton@gmail.com 

 

A Joint Newsletter 
The information in the newsletters of both St 

Robert’s and St Bede’s is very similar and it has been 

suggested that it would be a good idea to have one 
newsletter which gives the information for the two 
churches.  Similarly, it has been suggested that a joint 

newsletter with Longhorsley should be investigated, 
and so making it a newsletter for all three par-
ishes.  So we are going to look into how we can 

make this work.  In the light of partnerships, fewer 
priests and working more closely together with our 
neighbouring parishes, it seems to be a very positive 

move.  We just have to work out the practical details 

of how it can be done.   [this weeks Partnership 
Development Group even considered the possibility 

of having one Newsletter for all five parishes ] 
 

 Rosary and Procession 
St Aidans Church at Ashington is celebrating the 
Rosary and a Procession in honour of Our Lady of 
Fatima, on Sunday 8th October at 4pm.  Everyone 

welcome 
 

Journey in Faith Group 
The Journey on Faith Group will begin 
on Thursday 5th October and will be 

held at St Robert’s, Morpeth.   If you 
know of anyone who might be inter-
ested in  being received into Full 

Communion with the Church, please speak to Fr 
Peter as soon as possible.   

 

Pilgrimage to Poland April 2018 
Fr Peter and Fr Chris at St Mary’s, Hexham, are 

arranging a Pilgrimage to Poland for 23rd – 30th April 
2018.  Full details and Booking Forms are available 
from Fr Peter : staying in Krakow for five nights and 
Czestochowa for two nights. 

Catechesis in the Mission of the Church 

This is a course for catechists and those interested in 
becoming a catechist.  Sessions will take place on 
Tuesday evenings, 6.00pm - 8.00pm at St Aloysius 

Parish Hall in Hebburn (see full information for all 
dates). There is no charge for this course.  Informa-
tion leaflets now available from Pat in the Parish 
Office.  

 
First Holy Communion Preparation 

If there are any children, in Year 

4, who do not attend St Bede’s 
Primary School, but go to an-
other school and who are hop-

ing to celebrate their First Holy 
Communion during this school 
year, parents are asked to contact Fr Peter as soon 

as possible, as we are to begin planning the prepara-
tion for next year very soon. 

 

Youth Sunday Preparation 

An afternoon to prepare for Youth Sunday will take 
place at St. Joseph’s Academy, Hebburn on Sunday 
8th October 3.00pm to 5.15pm. This year’s theme is 

‘YES’ inviting us to reflect on how Mary, as a young 
person, had the faith and courage to say ‘Yes’ to what 
God was calling her to do.  Each church is invited to 

be represented by adults and young people (Year 9 
and above) and there will be an opportunity to plan 
together and to meet other groups in the same part-

nership. Music and other resources will be available. 

Booking forms are in parishes or available from the 
Youth Ministry Team on  01207 592244 or 

admin@ymt.org  
 

CCRS Youth Ministry Module 

Adults who work with young people or have an 
interest in youth ministry are invited to take the 
CCRS module in youth ministry as a stand-alone 
module. The course covers the theology and princi-

ples of youth ministry, an understanding of faith de-

velopment, a variety of approaches to working with 
young people and an opportunity to share ideas and 

good practice in parishes and partnerships. It takes 
place over two Saturdays 30th September and 28th 
October at the Emmaus Youth Village. Further infor-

mation from education@diocesehn.org.uk 
 
Please note that there are NO WEEKDAY Masses 

this week.  There will be Services of Word and Com-
munion Monday—Friday.. 
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ST BEDE’S 
BEDLINGTON 
Catholic Row, Bedlington, NE22 6HS  Tel: 01670 823258 

 

Email: bedebedlington@live.co.uk  

Parish Website:  www.stbedesbedlington.co.uk 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Peter Stott (01670 513410 … peterjstott@aol.com) 
 

Parish Deacon:  Rev Stephen Boulter 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions for September 2017 
 

Evangelisation: Parishes at the service of the mission … that our parishes, ani-

mated by a missionary spirit, may be places where faith is communicated and char-

ity seen. 
 

Offertory:  Thank You for your generosity. 

Mass and Service Times and Intentions 
Saturday 16th September  5.30pm Vigil Mass Dominic Devine 24rd Sunday of the Year 

Monday 18th September  10.00am Word and Communion Service  Weekday  

Tuesday 19th September 10.00am                      Weekday Word and Communion Service  

Wednesday 20h September 10.00am Word and Communion Service  Korean Martyrs 

Thursday 21st September 10.00am                      St Matthew Word and Communion Service  

Friday 22nd September Weekday 10.00am              Word and Communion Service  

Saturday 23rd September 5.30pm Vigil Mass People of Parish 25th Sunday of the Year 

Please pray for: 
 

 Fr Michael Conaty and Fr Jim Doherty who are all poorly at this time, and 

for all who are sick, 

 all who have died, including Fr Anthony Donoghue; Peter Nixon, 

brother of Eddie Nixon who died during the week; Joseph Riley, whose 

Requiem Mass will be celebrated on Monday 25th September at 10am. 

 all whose anniversaries occur at this time.   

Forgiveness is difficult.  We read about the victims of horrendous crimes and wonder 
how those people could ever begin to forgive - we even question why they should have 

to.   Most of us know how hard it is to forgive even a small grudge once it has been left 

to fester.  Many of us know what it is like to excuse ourselves with "…Well she started it 

so she should really apologise first," or, "It’s his problem not mine."   There are limits on 
our forgiveness.  Why should we accept the apology of someone who has let us down 

repeatedly?   Why if we have given someone every last chance should we be expected to 

forgive yet again?  Yet Jesus tells us that we must forgive "…not seven times, but seventy 

seven times.” 
 

If there should be no limits to our forgiveness perhaps we 

should begin by looking at what makes it so difficult to grant 

genuine forgiveness.  Anger probably comes top of the list. We 
don't want people to get away with hurting us. Pride often 

stands in our way too.  Forgiving someone often involves an 

element of 'climbing down'.  Also close to the top of the list of 

obstacles comes a lack of understanding.  When we hear of a 
crime, whether it is small or large, we always ask "Why?"  It 

seems that in order to forgive, we must first understand what 

has made the other person do what they have done. 

 
Today's readings suggest that in order to make it easier to forgive others, we should look 

at how often we have asked God to forgive us, often for the same failing.  This is the les-

son in today's gospel, Jesus is reminding the servant who was unable to forgive that he 
himself was forgiven.  How could the servant expect his master's forgiveness if he could 

not forgive others?  Remembering how we have been forgiven makes us more compas-

sionate when it is our turn to forgive. 

Devotions this Week  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Friday 9.20am - 9.50am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday 5.00pm - 5.15pm   

The Rosary Saturday 5.00pm 

Holyday of Obligation Changes 

With effect from the 1st Sunday of Advent 2017, two holydays of obligation are being rein-

stated.  This decision was made by the Bishops of England and Wales, and has been con-

firmed by the Holy See.  The days are: The Epiphany of the Lord — 6 January and The As-

cension of the Lord — Thursday after 6th Sunday of Easter. 

24th Sunday of the Year 

Saturday 16th September 2017 


